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Introduction 


In the name of Allah, the Most Beneficent, the Most Merciful: 


I praise my Lord with the best praise. I fulfill my duty to Him out 
of love, respect, glorification, veneration, devotion and humility. I 
praise Him with His beautiful names, lofty perfect attributes, and 
beautiful wise actions. He is deserving of glorification and praise. 
He is my Lord; I do not worship anyone other than Him. I do not 
turn towards anyone other than Him. Wherever I turn, I find myself 
within His favors. I awaken blessed by His favors and I reach the 
evening in a similar fashion, although I am not deserving of any of 
this. I am an ignorant slave, but the virtue of Allah is vast and His 
blessings are seen. O Allah, bestow upon me the ability to thank You 
for the favors you have bestowed upon me and my parents. 


I bear witness that nothing has the right to be worshiped except Allah 
and I bear witness that Muhammad is His slave and Messenger. 


As to what follows: 


Glad tidings for the slave who recognizes the rights of Allah upon 
him, thus he magnifies and glorifies Allah. Glad tidings for the slave 
who is certain concerning the difference between the Lord Who 
controls the affairs of the universe and is obeyed as opposed to the 
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needy slave who must obey. 


There is no doubt that the slaves—some of the people—are estranged 
from the path of guidance. Nothing makes the path burdensome 
except pride hidden in the soul or deception which fills the chest and 
the limbs. 


It is an obligation upon the Muslim to know with absolute certainty 
that he or she is a slave and not a lord. They must obey their Lord 
and not stray away from Him. They must glorify Allah by obeying 
Him. Therefore, do not abandon what your Lord and Master has 
commanded you and do not allow Him to see you doing what He 
has prohibited. Be shy in front of Allah. View your life as a gateway 
to the Hereafter. The Muslim should view the worldly life like the sun 
during the dawn: soon he will not be able to see it. Consequently, he 
works in this world with actions that will advance him to the pleasure 
of his Lord and open for him the doors of Paradise. 


How easy is what we put forward despite the greatness of what we 
anticipate! How delighted are the hearts with worship—the obliga- 
tory and supererogatory—because they are the reasons for attaining 
closeness to Allah! How beautiful is observing patience in avoiding all 
that Islam prohibits if the end result is seeing the noble Face of Allah 
and enjoying bliss by way of this! 


As to what follows: 


This treatise contains advice and warnings against that which opposes 
the legislation of Islam. Ignorance concerning the laws of Islam has 
become widespread. Those who fall into these matters are of two 
categories: 


1) The one who is aware that the legislation of Islam prohib- 
its these matters but he does not take heed. This individual has not 
made a just estimate of Allah such as is due to Him, and he does 
not reflect upon the magnitude of who He is. He does not ponder: 
Who is his Lord? What is the meaning of servitude which the slave 
adorns himself with? What is the meaning of lordship and divinity of 
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worship, which are great noble attributes of Allah? 


2) The one who is ignorant of the rulings while he generally 
loves the Lord and Master. He is not pleased that Allah should see 
him engaged in what He is not pleased with. He seeks the gardens 
and rivers which contain the ultimate pleasure. 


It is only an hour of fear that can separate the two groups, a group 
in Paradise and a group in the blazing Fire. If Allah wills, this treatise 
will increase clarity concerning the rights of Allah upon the slaves and 
give insight to what must be abandoned in an effort to respect the 
rights of Allah. If Allah wills, it will enlighten the hearts and sharpen 
the desire to abandon sins and the neglect of Allah’s rights. 


The origin of this treatise is a group of issues collected by the broth- 
ers; may Allah make our and their reward Paradise. And those men 
who work in the affairs of enjoining the good and forbidding the 
evil—may Allah raise for them light and extinguish the fire of their 
enemies—requested that I explain this collection of affairs in a 
concise manner using simple terms, mentioning the evidences, clari- 
fying the intent, and giving instructions. So I agreed, having love for 
them and those like them—those who evil keeps awake at night with 
concern, and those who stay awake preventing evil. Thus, they love to 
advise the slaves of Allah, putting forth sincere advice in the path of 
bringing life to dead hearts and curing the sick hearts. May Allah aid 
them and show them what will please them, and safeguard those who 
enjoin good and forbid evil, however they fluctuate. 


These affairs are explained in brief, with a sense of urgency—almost 
improvising—so that the commoners and people on a middle level 
can benefit from it. Thus, it was written for them. And for the 
purpose of benefit, the issues within are numbered. So I ask the 
scholars and students of knowledge not to blame me for the weakness 
in editing. Whatever is found in it which is correct, then let them 
praise Allah, and whatever they see of shortcomings, let them pardon 
and overlook. 


— Salih bin Abdul Aziz bin Muhammad Al ash-Shaykh 
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Mistakes in ‘Aqidah & Tawhid: 
Major Shirk 


First: The polytheism that removes the person from the fold of Islam, 
and some of the categories of major shirk (polytheism). 


1. Seeking help from the dead, supplicating to them, request- 
ing assistance from them, and drawing close to them with any 
aspect of worship. 


This is major shirk which removes the person from the fold of Islam. 


This is based upon the statement of Allah the Exalted: 


{sit By 5285 3p 
You (alone) we worship, and you (alone) we ask for 
help. 
[Surah al-Fatihah 1:5] 


The object of worship was mentioned first: “You (alone)” to show 
that Allah alone is specified with worship. This is the meaning of the 


statement of tawheed: “Nothing has the right to be worshiped except 
Allah.” 
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From the various acts of worship is dua’ (supplication); rather, du’ is 


worship. The Prophet $§ said: 


„5G 5h fleas 
“Dua (supplication) is worship.”! 


Giving any aspect of worship to other than Allah is polytheism and 
disbelief (shirk and kufr). Allah the Exalted said: 


sb 4 J ony Y AT Yl all @ £4 cás Y 
ob fas VANE ue Mee 

And whoever invokes (or worships), besides Allah, 

any other god, of whom he has no proof, then his 


reckoning is only with his Lord. Surely! The disbeliev- 
ers will not be successful. 


[Sarah al-Mu’minun 23:117] 
The word “whoever” is general, thus it comprises everyone to whom 
it is applicable. Therefore, it is apparent that whoever supplicates to 


anyone other than Allah—regardless of who it is—then he is a disbe- 
liever. Allah the Exalted said: 


And verily the chaste are for Allah tee so invoke 
not anyone along with Allah. 
[Surah al-Jinn 72:18] 
And He said: 


ek, BL 
“0 ie real ale Pall oe is aby ae or 


H 


' Narrated by Nu’man bin Basheer; collected in Jami’ at- Tirmidhi (3555). 
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A á do 
{ual Os eA bj 
But the Messiah (Jesus) said: “O Children of Israel! 
Worship Allah, my Lord and your Lord.” Verily, 
whosoever sets up partners in worship with Allah, 
then Allah has forbidden Paradise for him, and the 
Fire will be his abode. And for the wrongdoers there 
are no helpers. 


[Surah al-Ma’idah 5:72] 


Included in the types of dug is making requests, such as requesting 
rain, seeking help, seeking assistance, and other than that. 


2. Seeking intercession from the dead is major shirk. 


This is based upon the statement of Allah the Exalted: 


By se Fg Bie pF 8 OAS -23 j 3,4 f 
OSIL VAIS a kai ab o cys lasal al $ 
(OD Vans CUA i GO oda Vj é 
Have they taken others as intercessors besides Allāh? 
Say: “Even if they have power over nothing whatever 


and have no intelligence?” Say: “To Allāh belongs all 


intercession.” 


[Sūrah az-Zumar 39:43-44] 
And Allah &% said: 


me rig We láo oÍ P y 4y ur » 


os diel ait V5 285 98 of a 


a warn therewith (the Qur'an) those who fear that 
they will be gathered before their Lord, when there 
will be neither a protector nor an intercessor for them 


besides Him, so that they may fear Allah and keep 
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their duty to Him. 
[Surah al-An’am 6:51] 


And there are other verses that carry this meaning. 


Intercession belongs to Allah alone, and it is not for anyone other 
than Allah to intercede, from those who have died and whose actions 
have ceased. It is affirmed that seeking intercession and asking other 
than Allah, from those who are deceased, is shirk. Those most deserv- 
ing the intercession of the Prophet $ on the Day of Judgment will 
be the people of tawheed, those free from all categories of shirk; those 
who were sincere in their statement that “nothing has the right to be 


worshiped except Allah.” 


3. Sacrificing and vowing for the graves, shrines, and deceased 
is major shirk. 


As for sacrificing, Allah the Exalted said: 
oy ales Cy Ss pte ot) 
(OÍ UYG galt 
Say (O Muhammad): “Verily, my prayer, my sacrifice, 


my living, and my dying are for Allāh, the Lord of all 
that exists. He has no partner.” 


[Surah al-An'ām 6:162-163] 
Just as the prayer is only for Allah alone, sacrificing—which is to 


slaughter an animal—is also only for Allah alone without partners. 


Allah said: 


€ uly HE Jed Y 
Therefore, turn in prayer to your Lord and sacrifice 
(to Him only). 


[Surah al-Kawthar 108:2] 
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Sacrificing: 


Sacrificing is from the greatest acts of worship because it involves 
spilling the blood of an animal sincerely for the sake of Allah. The 
person humbles and lowers himself, seeking the reward with Allah 
by drawing near to Him with the spilling of the blood of the animal 
sincerely for Allah the Exalted. The Prophet $ said: 


Di 8 ab oy Mi gd 


“Allah has cursed whoever sacrifices for other than Allah.”? 


Vowing: 


Allah the Exalted said: 


(Elis DO pE ot BE i aa of titel Lj p 
And whatever you spend from charity or whatever 
vow you make, be sure that Allah knows it all. 

[Surah al-Baqarah 2:270] 


Allah &% said: 


(pees BS OF Uy bdag sy O82) 
They (are those who) fulfill (their) vows, and they fear 
a Day whose evil will be widespread. 


[Surah al-Insan 76:7] 


This is proof that fulfilling the vows is beloved to Allah; the person 
will be rewarded for doing so and it is worship. Consequently, giving 
any aspect of worship to other than Allah is shirk, as was previously 
mentioned. 


? Narrated by ‘Ali bin Abi Talib 88; collected in Sahih Muslim (1978). 
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4. Performing tawaf around graves, wiping them, and seeking 
blessings from them is shirk. 


Tawaf’: 


Tawaf is an act of worship, and it is not permissible to perform tawaf 
anywhere other than the Sacred House of Allāh, Masjid al-Harām. 
This act of worship—tawāf—is only performed at the honorable 
Ka’bah, and likewise the pilgrims walk between Safa and Marwa‘. 
Tawéaf for other than Allah is placing worship in its improper place, 
exalting the graves, resembling the graves to the Sacred House, and 
performing the act of worship of tawaf for other than Allah. 


Wiping the graves and seeking blessings from them: 


This is deifying the graves and exalting them, similar to what the 
pagans used to do with their idols during the Pre-Islamic Days of 
Ignorance. Anyone who desires to seek blessings from the graves has 
exalted that which Allah has not legislated for them to exalt. The 
proof that this action is shirk (polytheism) is the narration of Aba 
Waqid al-Laythi. He said: 


so th aes a ee ae á á oe A 
AA S u I ploy le a do al Jag ga Ga 

. 5 Paak 3 ip o, %0 áe ere Hie oF AP 
Ly Osby ae OSH Try UY ESEG IG aS we 
Jas WLS spy Und OG high 213 il Sue cages 


vlog ale dv Le al Jy ous hig 25 er cl 


> Translator’s note: Tawåf refers to the act of worship of walking seven times around the 
Ka'bah in the Sacred House in Makkah. Allah said (what can be translated as): “And (re- 
member) when We showed Ibrahim the site of the (Sacred) House (saying): ‘Associate not 
anything (in worship) with Me, and sanctify My House for those who circumambulate it, 
and those who stand up for prayer.” (Sirah al-Hajj 22:26) 


4 Translator’s note: Safa’ and Marwah refers to two hills located in the compounds of 
Masjid al-Haram. Allah said (what can be translated as): “Verily! As-Safa’ and al-Marwah 
are of the symbols of Allah.” (Sarah al-Baqarah 2:158) 
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Eel gh JG US coda eli oly aa a gah ys al” 
Oger O55 SS) JG AGT A LS BW eel sot) 
“We went out with the Messenger of Allah #§ to Hunayn while we 
were new to Islam, just having left disbelief. The disbelievers had a 
tree which they would spend time with and they would hang their 
weapons on it (seeking blessings from it). They called this tree Dhat 
Anwāt. When we passed by this tree, we said, ‘O Messenger of 
Allah, make for us something like this to hang our weapons on.’ The 
Messenger of Allah $% said, ‘Allah is the Greatest! I swear by the One 
in Whose Hand is my soul, you have said the same as the Children 
of Israel said to Musa. They said, “O Musa! Make for us a god as they 
have gods.” He said, “Verily, you are a people who are ignorant.”””® 


They only wanted to seek blessings from the tree. The Prophet # 
said they were requesting a god other than Allah by seeking bless- 
ings from a tree. And this is the epitome and essence of shirk. When 
the Messenger of Allah $% clarified this to them, they returned to 
the truth and turned to Allah in repentance. Seeking blessings from 
graves is a greater sin than what they requested. 


5. Calling upon the living who are absent and believing that 
they possess the power to assist, even in their absence, is major 
shirk. 


Allah the Exalted said: 


“Sleds aaa CaSG5 2165 1 Leta Ales Al} 
d 6535 8 SUES al x ait Ni suai 


> Ibn al-Atheer said in An-Nihdyah: “This is the name of a specific tree that belonged to 
the pagans, on which they used to hang their weapons and to which they would go and 
spend time to seek blessings.” 


é Collected by at-Tirmidhi (2180). 
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Is not He (better than your gods) Who responds to the 

distressed one, when he calls Him, and Who removes 

the evil, and makes you inheritors of the earth, gener- 

ations after generations. Is there any god with Allah? 
Little is that you remember! 


[Surah an-Naml 27:62] 


6. Exaggerating the status of the prophets and righteous 
people to the extent of deifying them Is major shirk which 
removes the person from the fold of Islam. 


Allah the Exalted said: 


G iis Jó * hi O38 op oft; oe sped 


022 Å- 


5B is LE ol” 55 Bes Sete Oy) 2) oy 

O5) U g u iY poi gb GE 
(oi i 

And (remember) when Allāh will say (on the Day of 
Resurrection): “O Jesus, son of Maryam! Did you say 
unto men: ‘Worship me and my mother as two gods 
besides Allāh?” He will say: “Glory be to You! It was 
not for me to say what I had no right (to say). Had 
I said such a thing, You would surely have known it. 
You know what is in my inner self though I do not 


know what is in Yours; truly, You, only You, are the 
All-Knower of all that is hidden and unseen.” 


[Surah al-Mã'idah 5:116] 


And Allāh the Exalted said: 


P 


dé i VG Sa a Il Y Ges gai g > 
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a yt GSA ES ane peel US fed) VI) at 
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O People of the Scripture (Jews and Christians)! 
Do not exceed the limits in your religion, nor say of 
Allah aught but the truth. The Messiah—Jesus, son of 
Maryam—was (no more than) a messenger of Allah 
and His Word (“Be!” and he was) which He bestowed 
on Maryam and a spirit created by Him; so believe in 
Allah and His messengers. Say not: “Three (trinity)!” 
Cease! (It is) better for you, for Allah is (the only) one 
God, glory be to Him (far Exalted is He) above having 
a son. To Him belongs all that is in the heavens and 
all that is in the earth. And Allah is All-Sufficient as a 


Disposer of affairs. 


[Surah an-Nisa’ 4:171] 


The Prophet Muhammad said: 


ie ai hee GSS caste Gl opal exh! LS poke y 

Ayes 

“Do not exaggerate in praising me as the Christians exaggerated in 

praising the son of Maryam, for I am only a slave. So, call me the slave 
of Allah and His Messenger.”” 


” Sahih al-Bukhari 3445 
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7. Fearing the jinn or the righteous people (hidden fear), such 
that the person fears that if he does not do such-and-such, the 
jinn or righteous person will afflict him with evil. This is major 
shirk. 


The proof for this is the statement of Allah 8%: 


s of y oe b&b 3 ec ewe á s, SG 
dèl a, IG eyin GAN Gani iel Y) Jë o d 
de eon «Regeln otk os av z ve ee ee 
sp ot D OS As Le Bos Al gil al 
{© opas YS bat GAS 
“All that we say is that some of our gods (false deities) 
have seized you with evil (madness).” He said, “I call 
Allah to witness and bear you witness that I am free 
from that which you ascribe as partners in worship 


with Him (Allah). So plot against me, all of you, and 


give me no respite.” 


[Surah Hud 11:54-55] 


Fear is from the great aspects of worship performed by the heart 
which must be sincerely for Allah. When someone fears something 
as only Allah should be feared, they become a pagan. As for natural 
fear, there is no harm in this. The fear that causes the person to fall 
short in their obligations or to embark upon the impermissible acts 
is forbidden, such as the person who avoids enjoining the good and 
forbidding the evil [due to] fearing the speech of the people or their 


harms. 


8. Placing amulets that contain shirk, or voodoo, or hanging 
talismans or charms fearing harm, or to protect against the evil 
eye or envy, is shirk. 


Ibn Mas ad #% said: 
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d Slay SAN 1 yds ploy ale all he all Jt 


“I heard the Messenger of Allah $$ saying, ‘Verily, spells, amulets, and 


love potions are shirk. ”’ 


And the Prophet $ said: 


af ER 


“Whoever hangs an amulet has committed shirk.” 


And he said concerning ruqyah (incantation) specifically: 


o 
oe qe SS - 
24d ON IG SL GLY 
“There is no harm in incantation that does not contain shirk (polythe- 
isin), |” 
The incantations that contain shirk are those where help is sought 


from other than Allah, and partners are associated with Allah the 
Exalted. 


Hanging an amulet fearing harm or to protect against the evil eye is 
minor shirk, not major shirk, except in the case where help is sought 
from other than Allah, or the person speaks with the jinn or seeks 
help from the jinn; in this case, it becomes major shirk. Thus, it must 
be specified when this is major shirk. 


9. Going to soothsayers, fortunetellers, and magicians and 
believing in them is shirk. 


8 Collected in Sunan Abi Dawid (3883). 
” Collected by Ahmad (17458) 
10 Sahih Muslim 2200 


32 


Mistakes in ‘Aqidah & Tawhid: Major Shirk 


This is based upon the statement of the Prophet #: 


sak J Op Woe Te ak jy Bocas tal Gf Ge 


aa 


“Whoever goes to a fortuneteller or soothsayer and believes what 
he says, then surely, he has disbelieved in what was revealed to 


Muhammad %5." 


And in the hadith of Ibn Mas’id, he said: 


ley iS AB y jy Bhd Ts tae j ele j ite, 3 ts 


Fier aie Íi ited Bar Je ay 
“Whoever goes to a fortuneteller, a magician, or a soothsayer and 


believes in what he says, then he has surely disbelieved in what was 
revealed to Muhammad §.”! 


Is the disbelief mentioned in these narrations minor disbelief which 
does not remove the person from the fold of Islam? Or do we refrain 
from saying whether it removes the person from the fold of Islam or 
not? The first viewpoint is strong while the second is the viewpoint of 
Imam Ahmad. 


1! Collected by Ahmad and al-Hakim. 
1? Collected by Ibn Hibban from the statements of Ibn Mas’id &8. 


> Translator’s note: The Permanent Committee of Scholars said: “What is meant by the 
hadith: ‘Whoever goes to a soothsayer and believes what he says has disbelieved in that 
which was revealed to Muhammad’ is that the one who asks a soothsayer a question, 
believing that he tells the truth and that he knows the unseen, has committed an act of 
disbelief, because he has gone against the Qur'an in which Allah says (interpretation of 
the meaning): ‘Say: “None in the heavens and the earth knows the unseen except Allāh” 
(Soorah an-Naml 27:65).” Fatdwa al-Lajnah ad-Déimah lil-Buhooth al- Tlmiyyah wal-Ifta’ 
(2/48). 
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10. Hanging a piece of wolf skin on the chest or in the home, 
believing that it protects against the jinn, is shirk. 


The proof for this was previously mentioned in the 8" affair. 


11. Sacrificing an animal at the door of the home, fearing the 
jinn, is shirk. 


The proof for this was previously mentioned in the 3" and 7" affairs. 


12. Claiming knowledge of the unseen or claiming to have 
looked upon the Preserved Tablet is disbelief. 


This is based upon the statement of Allah the Exalted: 


AW YY Call N SNL a os LEY J 
Say: “None in the heavens and the earth knows the 
unseen except Allah.” 


[Surah an-Naml 27:65] 
And Allah the Exalted said: 
CA Y, els Y Cat Goths Ses Y 


And with Him are the keys of all that is hidden; none 
knows them but He. 


[Surah al-An’am 6:59] 


Included in this is the claim of some Soofis that the veil of the unseen 
has been revealed to them. 
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13. Listening to poems that contain shirk and being pleased 
with it is shirk. 


That is like the poem Al-Burda by al-Būsīrī and similar poems in 
which the poets exceed the bounds concerning the status of our 
Prophet Muhammad §, and exceed the bounds concerning the 
status of others, such as the family of the Prophet and the righteous 
people. And those poems which describe the creation with attributes 
of the Creator. Some of these poems containing extreme shirk are 
sung during the birthday of the Prophet ¥§. Thus, it is obligatory 
to avoid and criticize these poems, in order to protect the Islam of 
the individuals. May Allah safeguard the Muslims from shirk and its 


manifestations. 


14. Claiming that Allah becomes incarnate in certain places or 
in some individuals is major shirk. 


14 Translator’s note: Aba ‘Abdillah Muhammad bin Sa'id al-Bisiri ash-Shadhili (608 
AH-696 AH) was a Sanhaji Berber Soofi poet belonging to the Shadhiliyya Soofi order. 
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Minor Shirk 


Secondly: Minor shirk (polytheism) and some of its manifestations 
and means that lead to shirk. 


1. Swearing by other than Allah without the intent of glorify- 
ing this person or thing as one would glorify Allah; this is minor 
shirk. 


The proof for this is the statement of the Prophet W. 


“Whoever swears an oath by other than Allāh has committed disbelief 
or polytheism. ”! 


And his statement: 


' Collected by Aba Dāwūd (3251). 


36 


Mistakes in ‘Aqidah & Tawhid: Minor Shirk 


“Whoever is going to swear an oath, then let them swear by Allah or 
remain silent.”* 


But if the person glorifies the creation as only Allah can be glorified 
—like those who swear oaths in the name of the graves or righteous 
people with the intent to glorify them—this is major shirk. 


If someone swears an oath by other than Allah without giving it any 
thought, then this is shirk of speech and it is included in the types of 
minor shirk. And the atonement for this statement is to say: “Nothing 
has the right to be worshiped except Allah” and then have a strong 
resolve to never return to swearing oaths by other than Allah. 


2. Swearing in the name of honesty’, a trust, or honor is minor 
shirk. 
This is based upon the statement of the Prophet #3: 


Pad 


É Gib BUY bk 3 


“Whoever swears by honesty is not one of us.”4 


Swearing by any of these affairs is included in the statement of the 
Prophet %: 
Deal 9) aS sai alll cay Cale Cs 


“Whoever swears an oath by other than Allah has committed disbelief 


or polytheism.” 


Swearing occurs when the person utilizes one of three Arabic letters: 


? Collected by al-Bukhari (2679). 


> Translator’s note: Shaykh Ibn Baz said, “An example of this is for the person to say: ‘I 
swear by my honesty, I didn’t do such-and-such.”” 


4 Collected in Sunan Abi Dawid (3253). 
> Collected by Aba Dawid (3251). 
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ba’ (ell), waw (91), or ta’ (s0). If he uses another letter, such as fee 
(È), it is not swearing. 


3. Taking graveyards as places for worship is an innovation, 
evil, impermissible, and a means which leads to worshiping 
those in the graves. 


This is based upon the statement of the Prophet %4: 


Notas Sgt 59 Lyd esLas 54d) AUN gal 
“Allah has cursed the Jews and the Christians; they took the graves of 


their prophets as places of worship.”° 


And his statement: 

Žž o Beier E E a a ore ge oe Oi 

do-it eos bl Jd Osini KI oN OS oy oly yI 
ENS Se SG 3) ples 5 yall iak 96 VI 

“Those who came before you used to take the graves of their prophets 


and righteous men as places of worship. Do not take graves as places 
of worship; I forbid you from doing that.”’ 


Every place where the people intend to pray becomes a masjid (place 
of worship). 


4. Praying in the graveyards and supplicating at the graves is 
an innovation and a means to shirk. 


This is if the person prays to Allah alone; but if the person prays to 
the individual inside the grave in addition to praying to Allah, this is 


° Sahih al-Bukhari 1330 
7? Sahih Muslim 532 
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absolute, incontestable shirk. 


There is a prohibition from the Prophet #§ against praying in the 
graveyards. He said: 


aS ca å a4 
sew Ea 
2 pal Jl lias Y 
“Dont pray facing towards graves.”® 
‘Umar bin al-Khattab @ saw some people praying towards a grave 
that they were unaware of, so ‘Umar said: “A grave, a grave.” 


The Prophet % said: 
elias 5gfAll Iga V 
“Do not take graves as places of worship.” 


In the masajid, Allah is called upon with the most eloquent, profound 
supplications; thus, it is known that du@’ is prohibited in the grave- 
yards except if the dug is supplicated on behalf of the deceased 
person in the grave, asking Allah to have mercy upon them, forgive 
them, and make them firm. This has come in the Sunnah; those in 
the graves are in need of the people praying for them. 


8 Sahih Muslim 972 
? Sahih Muslim 532 
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1. Building structures on graves, plastering them, writing on 
them, and planting trees in the graveyard is an innovation and 
evil. 


The proof for that is the hadith of Jabir 8%, who said: 
Me aoe Ny 2 sae? Cl ee AS ait igs 
ae i i 


“The Messenger of Allāh W forbade plastering over graves, sitting on 


them, and erecting structures over them. ”! 
And in the narration of Thumamah bin Shufa, he said: 


opi das st AE Cele 28 pol ol Me i dab & 


ave pees pay day ale aii eral ep eee 06 95 pts 
“We were with Fadalah bin ‘Ubayd in the land of the Romans, and a 


' Sahih Muslim 970 
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companion of ours died. Fadalah ordered that his grave be made level, 
then he said: ‘I heard the Messenger of Allah £§ commanding that the 


graves be made level. ”? 


Abul-Hayaj al-Asadi said: 


ae 5 afl 6G ge LIM tb hg ; ie J 6 

ig $o 6 ia is á Nj enc Wi Ves ga Y Oi gles ale ah 
“Ali bin Abi Talib said to me, ‘Shall I not send you with the same 
instructions as the Messenger of Allah %4 sent me? Do not leave any 


9993 


image without defacing it or any built-up grave without leveling it.” 


And in another narration, he said: “Any picture without defacing it.” 


2. Celebrating various birthdays with the intention of coming 
closer to Allah with that. 


An example of this is the celebration of the birthday of the Prophet 
W, or celebrating the migration, the new year, or the Night of 
Ascension. These celebrations are innovations because the intent is to 
draw close to Allah with these actions, and no one can come close to 
Allah except by performing the actions He has legislated, and Allah 
is not worshiped except by what He legislated. Thus, every newly 
invented matter in the religion is an innovation, and innovation is 


prohibited. 


Allah the Exalted said: 
Hoa pill oF A Lob ad ogi ap 


¢ Ais 


2 Sunan an-Nasa't 2030 
3 Sahih Muslim 969 
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Or have they partners with Allah, who have instituted 
for them a religion which Allah has not allowed? 


[Surah ash-Shura 42:21] 


The Prophet $§ said: 


- E 


38 Ss DG la bal a SU cy 
“Whoever introduces something into this affair of ours which is not 
from it, it is rejected.”* 


And he said: 


35 g Bal ale I Me ab by 


“Whoever does an action which is not from our affair, it is rejected.” 


The Prophet $§ said: 


le AAR to, 
IS i i, 455 4 ay Birr |S5 
“ . . . . . 
And every newly A matter is an innovation and every innova- 
tion is misguidance.”° 


The Messenger of Allah $§ said: 


ao le (Kia Cpl S eave) AVES) ae En Sie 
ied, 455 toy jasa JS Ob yi DÉAG A Sé; ilL KÍ 
IS 

“It is upon you to adhere to my way (Sunnah) and the way of the 


rightly guided successors who come after me. Adhere to it and bite 
onto it with your molar teeth (i.e., cling firmly to it). Beware of newly 


4 Sahih Muslim 1718 
5 Sahih Muslim 1718 


© Sunan an-Nasai 1578 
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invented matters, for every newly invented matter is an innovation 
and every innovation is a going-astray.”” 


And there are other narrations proving the prohibition of innovating 
in the religion of Allah, and prohibiting the people from enacting 
legislation for themselves in worship and actions to draw near to 


Allah, which He nor His Messenger 8 did not legislate. 


3. Celebrating the various innovated celebrations like the 
Prophet’s birthday, New Year’s Day, or Mother’s Day. 


This is prohibited from three angles: 


1) It is an innovation which has not been legislated. It has 
only been legislated by the desires of the people. These celebrations, 
and enjoying and rejoicing from these acts, is not permissible. They 
cannot be established and the people cannot be pleased with it. 


2) The Muslims have two Eids and no more: Eid al-Fitr ,;when 
the people are happy due to the completion of the fast, and Eid 
al-Adha, which is the day of sacrifice and the following days. The 
Prophet $§ said: 


PIL al Cage ae BSN Ally SB ay die 6h 
“The Day of ‘Arafah, the Day of Sacrifice (an-Nahr), and the Days of 
Tashreeq are our Eid, for the people of Islam.”® 


And the Prophet % said: 


-3 As z ot Ye, @ 
GAs lias Ls og dS of 


7 Narrated by at-Tirmidhi (2676), Abū Dawud (4607), and Ibn Majah (42). This hadith 
was classed as sahih by al-Albani in Sahih al-Jami’ (2549), from the hadith of al-‘Irbad bin 
Sariyah. 

8 Narrated by an-Nasa't (3004), at-Tirmidhi (773), and Aba Dawid (2419), from the 
hadith of ‘Uqbah bin ‘Amir. Classed as sahih by al-Albani in Sahih Abi Dawid. 
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“Every people has its festival (Eid), and this is our festival.” 


The phrase “our” means the Muslims. This shows that the festival is 
connected to the religions. 


3) Celebrating these festivals is imitation of the disbelievers— 
from the People of the Book and other than them—in the holidays 
they innovated which were not legislated. There is no doubt that we 
have been commanded to not imitate them and to cut off the matters 
resembling them. 


4. Celebrating the middle of the month of Sha’ban. 


Specifying this night with worship has no proof, so it is an innovation. 
The narrations mentioning specifying this night are not authentic 
according to the scholars. Specifying this night is among the innova- 
tions prohibited by the evidence. 


5. Specifying the month of Rajab for fasting. 
This is an innovation. The narrations that mention the virtue of the 


month of Rajab are not authentic; rather, they are all extremely weak 
narrations, so they cannot be relied upon. 


6. Specifying certain days, weeks, or months for worship is not 
legislated. 


This specification is an innovation. Specifying particular seasons 
for worship can only come by way of the legislation of Islam. Thus, 
whatever has proof from the legislation of Islam, then we work 
according to it. As for specifying a particular time for worship 
without proof from the legislation of Islam, this is from the newly 


° Sahih al-Bukhari 3931 
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invented matters. 


7. Performing any act of worship that has no basis in the legis- 
lation in order to draw close to Allah, is an innovation. 


All of this is innovation, and innovation is blameworthy in the legis- 
lation due to the statement of the Prophet %: 


WS wey 15 

“And every innovation is misguidance.”!° 

This is general to include every newly invented matter used to 
draw close to Allah; it is all misguidance. There is no innovation 
in the religion known as “good innovation’; rather, all innovation 
is repugnant. It is not permissible to innovate in the religion nor is 
it permissible to practice innovation. Each and every good can be 
found in the worship of the Companions of the Messenger of Allah 
%§, which they inherited from the guidance of the Prophet %. Ibn 
Mas’iid ## said: 


MG glag ale AU Le abl Ja SS! wis A) site Is 

Vie 0 E ON Ob 38 
“Every act of worship with which the Companions of the Messenger 
of Allah $$ did not worship, then don’t worship with it, because surely 


the first generation did not leave the later generations any room to 


speak.”" 


And how wonderful is the statement of the one who said: 


ME ia (OS a Tb 85 Cale of Cth 3 28 5 


10 Sunan an-Nasai 1578 


" Translator’s note: Collected by Imam ash-Shatibi in his book Al-Jtisam. 
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“Every good can be found in those who preceded, while every evil can 
be found in those who came later.” 


46 
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1. Pronouncing the intention at the start of wudoo’. 


This is not permissible, because the place of the intention is the heart. 
Our Prophet—who is our leader—did not pronounce his intention. 
The legislated manner in which the intention is made,is for the heart 
of the person performing wudoo’ to intend that his wudoo’ is for the 
prayer or for touching the mushaf or the like. This is the intention. 
He intends this act of worship with his heart. The Prophet $% incited 
the ummah to begin the worship of wudoo’ with saying: “In the name 
of Allah,” and nothing else. Thus, starting the wudoo’ by pronounc- 
ing the intention is in opposition to what he directed us to and 
commanded us with. 


2. Lack of concern for the prescribed wudoo’ and ghusl, and 
apathy in regard to learning the rulings of purification. 


Apathy in regard to the wudoo’ and ghusl' must be avoided by the 


' Translator’s note: Ghusl is the shower taken when the person is in a state of major im- 
purity, such as the impurity following sexual discharge, menses, or postpartum bleeding. 
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Muslims, because purification, wudoo, and ghusl are conditions for 
the correctness of the prayer. Thus, the person who has no concern 
for these matters, then his prayer will not be correct due to his negli- 
gence of an obligatory condition. 


The Prophet $ said to Laqit bin Sabirah: 


“Perfect the wudoo’* 


The Prophet $% said: 


-0%° 
A 


! WI or yu s 


2 


“Woe to the heels from the Hellfire!”? 


This is because the heels are a place which may be forgotten while 
performing the wudoo’, and the other parts of the body carry a similar 
ruling. Therefore, it is obligatory to perfect and complete the wudoo’ 
over all the limbs. This is by placing water over all of them except for 
the head. It is sufficient to wipe most of the head along with the ears. 
The ears are part of the head, as the Prophet #§ said: 


ll Ge 963I 


“The two ears are part of the head.” 


Consequently, it is necessary for the Muslim to study the rules and 
regulations of wudoo’. It is recommended for the perfection of the 
wudoo’ that he wash each part three times following the example of 
the Prophet ¥, and in order to obtain the virtue of the prayer. The 
Prophet $ said: 


? Collected by Aba Dawid and at-Tirmidhi. 
* Narrated by al-Bukhari (96) and Muslim (241). 
* Collected in Sunan Ibn Majah. 
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uJ EUS Sk ASI SpA d All al KS PRAA i] oy 
“Whoever completes the wudoo’as Allah the Exalted has commanded 
him, then his obligatory prayers will be expiation for the interval 


between them.”® 


The narrations concerning the virtue of perfecting the wudoo’ and its 
expiation from sins are numerous. 


3. Whispers during wudoo’ which cause the person to wash his 
limbs more than three times and doubt his wudoo’. 


This whisper is from the Shaytan, and the Prophet % did not wash 
his limbs more than three times during wudoo’. It has been narrated 
concerning the Prophet % that he would: 


EE UE Leg 
“Wash each limb in wudoo’ three times.”° 


It is obligatory upon the Muslim to repel these whispers and doubts 
after the completion of the wudoo’, and he should not wash his limbs 
more than three times. This will repel the whispers which are from 
the plot of the Shaytan. 


4. Wasting water. 


This is prohibited due to the general meaning of the statement of 


Allah the Exalted: 


d gape dat VBS 23 TY 


5 Sahih Muslim 231 
6 Collected in Sahih al-Bukhari. 
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But waste not by extravagance; certainly He (Allah) 
likes not those who waste by extravagance. 


[Surah al-A’raf 7:31] 


This is likewise prohibited due to the narration of the Prophet $: 


GI a G SUB LBS Ay aay % al Lg athe thn Áa gni 
Je de ES Oly ad JU Sigs epi J OG Chas | 
“The Prophet #§ passed by Sad when he was performing wudoo’, and 
he said, ‘What is this extravagance, O Sad?’ He said, “Can there be 


any extravagance in wudoo?’ He said, “Yes, even if you are on the bank 
2097 


wt 


of a flowing river. 


5. Mentioning Allah in the toilet areas or bringing something 
into the toilet area with the remembrance of Allah on it. 


This is hated, and the Muslim must avoid this. It has been narrated 
by Ibn ‘Umar #2: 


ie aa OF lapel alll he alll dg SS ol 
“A man passed by while the Messenger of Allah $§ was urinating. [The 


man] greeted him with salām, but he did not return the greeting.”* 


This is because returning the salām is from remembrance of Allah. 


6. Wiping the head more than one time. 


This is in opposition to the guidance of the Prophet #%, because he 
would only wipe his head one time. It has been narrated by ‘Ali @@ in 
his description of the wudoo’ of the Prophet %¥ that he said: 


7 Collected by Imam Ahmad (6768) and Ibn Majah (419). 
8 Sahih Muslim 370 


50 


Mistakes Related to Purification 


Bde} oly BOs 
“He wiped his head once.” 
Abū Dawid said: “All the authentic ahddeeth narrated by ‘Uthman 
indicate that the head is to be wiped once.” 


7. Wiping the neck. 


This is a mistake; in fact, some scholars consider this to be an innova- 
tion because nothing like this has been affirmed from the Prophet 
%§. The narrations mentioning this are fabrications. Some scholars 
have mentioned wiping the neck, but they were not aware that these 
narrations are not authentic. Thus, it is not prescribed to wipe the 
neck. It is necessary to avoid this in order to protect the legislation of 
Islam from additions. 


8. Wiping the bottom of the khuff*° or sock when wiping over 
the socks. 


This is a mistake and ignorance because the Prophet ¥ wiped over 


the top of the khuff. Mugheerah bin Shuba said: 


set ype de eames ley ade alll he alll Jy cal 


“I saw the Messenger of Allah ¥ wiping over the top of the khuff. 


11 


‘Ali bin Abi Talib #2 said: 


or a A 


155 EN y ely J) All ash OS ity ii oO | 


” Collected by Abii Dawid, an-Nasa'i, and at-Tirmidhi, and collected in Buloogh al- 
Maram (34). 


10 


Leather socks. 


1! Collected by Abū Dawid, at-Tirmidhi, and Ahmad. 
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ads lb Le mney Colg ale alll Lo) alll J 545 SN 
“If the religion was based upon opinion, it would have been more 


befitting to wipe the bottom of the khuff and not the top. But I saw 
the Messenger of Allah £8 wiping over the top of the khuff”? 


9. Performing istinjā™® (+laiiu)) after passing wind. 


Passing wind does not require istinja’ (cleaning the private area with 
water). Istinja’ is only performed after urinating or defecating, so it is 
not necessary to perform żstinjã after passing wind, before perform- 
ing wudoo’, as some of the people do. The legislative text does not 
indicate that one should do such; rather, the texts show that the 
person only has to perform wudoo’ after passing wind. And all praises 
belong to Allah for His ease. 


Imam Ahmad said: “There is no mention in the Book of Allah or the 
Sunnah of His Messenger that passing wind requires the person to 
perform istinja’; the only thing upon him is to perform wudoo.” 


'? Buloogh al-Maram 60 


'? Translator’s note: /stinja’ means removing with water whatever has been passed from 
the front or back passages of urine or feces. 
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1. Abandoning the prayer completely. 


This is disbelief, may Allah save us and our brother from that. 
The Qur'an, Sunnah, and consensus of the ummah prove that the 
complete abandonment of the prayer is disbelief. Allah the Exalted 
said: 


3 SSE ISHN T SEN IAI; 126 ob } 


{ opal 


But if they repent, establish the prayer, and give zakah, 
then they are your brethren in religion. 


[Surah at-Tawbah 9:11] 


(© dad oy 5 Sse © jis iB pA be } 
“What caused you to enter the blazing Fire?” They 
said, “We were not of those who prayed.” 


[Surah al-Muddaththir 74:42-43] 


The proof from the Sunnah is the hadith of Jabir 8. The Prophet $% 
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said: 


SAAN OF ASG SN G5 JEN Gs SY 
“Verily, between the person and polytheism and disbelief is the 
abandonment of the prayer.” 


The Prophet $% said: 


tee Mae oe ee ee his qlee eee san 
JAS AB GSH Cd Deal! gg LE Gl Aga! 
“The covenant that distinguishes between us and them is the prayer: 
thus, whoever abandons it has disbelieved.”” 


As for the consensus, ‘Abdullah bin Shaqiq ## said: 


JEM Se EE O5gY ploy ade dl le uta LS! of 


“The Companions of the Prophet % did not think that abandoning 
any deed was disbelief, apart from neglecting the prayer.”? 


2. Delaying the prayer past its time. 


d ESA Wes gael Je 26 BEN Oy) 
Verily, the prayer is enjoined on the believers at fixed 


hours. 
[Surah an-Nisa’ 4:103] 


This means that the prayers are set at certain times, so to delay them 
past the obligatory time is a major sin. And help is sought with Allah. 
Anas @2 said that the Prophet $§ said: 


! Sahih Muslim 82 
? Narrated by Buraydah bin al-Husayb &, Sunan Ibn Majah. 
> Jami’ at-Tirmidhi 2622 
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‘33 on RCs p = (nell 35 a id am o áis 
A i gs Sg Y wath 5 46 otk 


“That is the prayer of the hypocrite. He sits watching the sun until 
it is between the horns of the Shaytan (just before sunset), then he 
stands and pecks four times, and he does not remember Allah except 
a little.” 


If this is the prayer of the hypocrite, then how about the person who 
delays the prayer until the time completely goes out, without any 
excuse? More than one scholar has given the verdict that the person 
who abandons the obligatory prayer until the time expires, without a 
resolve to perform this prayer, has disbelieved. 


3. Neglecting prayer in congregation, constantly or sometimes, 
for the men who are able to pray in congregation. 


Establishing the prayer in congregation in the masjid is obligatory 
except for the person with a legislative excuse—in that case, it is 
allowable for him to remain behind. The Messenger of Allāh $§ said: 

le fe Y É A MG at a l aaa ij 
“Whoever hears the call to prayer and does not respond, there is no 
prayer for him, except for the one who has an excuse.” 


Allah the Exalted said: 
L SSN Ae AS Y 


Bow with those who bow. 
[Surah al-Bagarah 2:43] 


4 Sahih Muslim 195 
5 Sunan Ibn Majah 793 
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The Prophet %# said: 


wie Seb Je, A one Bo ta tes TB he 


Ree 
“By the One in Whose Hand is my soul, I had thought of ordering 
wood to be gathered, then I would command the call to prayer to be 
given, and I would appoint a man to lead the people in prayer, then I 
would go to men [who do not attend the congregational prayer] and 
burn their houses down around them.” 


4. The absence of ease and tranquility throughout the prayer. 


This is from ignorance which has become commonplace and 
widespread, and it is plain sin, because tranquility is a pillar of the 
prayer and the prayer is not correct without it. The hadith of the 
man who prayed badly is clear proof of this. The meaning of ease 
and tranquility in the prayer during the various movements—such 
as bowing, standing from bowing, prostrating, and sitting between 
the two prostrations—is that the person does not move until his 
bones settle in that position, and he does not rush to move to another 
pillar of the prayer until each vertebra has settled in its position. The 
Prophet ¥ said to the man who rushed his prayer and did not pray 
with tranquility: 


Bo Ja oS LG Ga bo 


“Go back and pray, for indeed you have not prayed.” 


In the narration of Rifa’ah bin Rafi’, the Prophet ¥ said to the man 
who prayed badly: 


€ Sahih al-Bukhari 7224; Sahih Muslim 651 
” Sahih al-Bukhari 6667 
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siti Mele Sabi 2 aS) Je oS hay to SS 
eee Jo bea dae dig ee 
ner 

“Then pronounce the takbeer (saying ‘Allah is the Greatest’), then bow 
and place your palms on your knees until your joints are at ease and 


even. Then say: ‘Allah responds to those who praise Him,’ and stand 
up straight until each bone takes its position.”® 


5. The absence of focus and devoutness in the prayer, and a lot 
of movement in the prayer. 


Focus and solemnity (&fushoo) is in the heart, the stillness of the 
limbs, and humility towards Allah. Allah praised His slaves in His 


statement: 


(op28 pele gb ll) 
Those who offer their prayers with all solemnity and 
full submissiveness. 


[Surah al-Mu’minun 23:2] 


And His statement: 


Gg 5 PMG SIA 3 OF E 41) 
- z Boe p” í 
ťa 
Verily, they used to hasten to do good deeds, and they 


used to call on Us with hope and fear, and used to 
humble themselves before Us. 


[Surah al-Anbiya’ 21:90] 


It is necessary for the slave to keep their limbs still and their heart 


8 Sahih al-Bukhari 757; Sahih Muslim 397 
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solemn and focused in order to perfect the reward for their prayer. It 
has been narrated from ‘Ammar bin Yasir # that he said: “I heard the 
Prophet $ say: 


cog atti jaot ape 292 ae ge Se ee Fae Ok ae í 
Gat les GAS ore jes Vd oS ey a G ol 
aara eM ae (gee. Pega 

Gaa Ga ary Genet Gone 

“A man returns after praying and it has only been written for him, a 
tenth of his prayer, or a ninth, or an eighth, or a seventh, or a sixth, or 


a fifth, or a third, or half.’”? 


The reason for his reward being decreased is due to the deficiency of 


focus and solemnity (k/ushoo) in his heart, his hands, and the like. 


6. Purposely preceding the imam in the prayer. 


This invalidates the prayer or the rakah. Whoever bows before the 
imam, his rakah is invalid. His rakah is only valid if he bows after 
the imam. This applies to the other pillars of the prayer as well. It is 
obligatory upon the person to follow the imam and not precede him 
He does not precede the imam or lag behind him by a pillar or more 


The Prophet % said: 


eee tye La Be ME Ne te CES alea Aen -) A yÍ 
E '515 FR SE NSS VG YESS S 13B a SH PLY ee Gi 

PS BE NPS VGN ph 
“The imam is appointed only to be followed; when he says, ‘Allah is 
the Greatest,’ say, ‘Allah is the Greatest, and do not say ‘Allah is the 


Greatest’ until he says ‘Allah is the Greatest.’ When he bows, bow; and 
do not bow until he bows.”!° 


As for the one who forgets or is ignorant, he is excused. 


? Sunan Abi Dawid 796 
10 Sunan Abi Dawtid 603 
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7. Standing to complete the missed rak’ah before the imam 
says the second tasleem.** 


This is based upon what has been collected in Sahih Muslim. The 
Messenger of Allah % said: 


Seay V5 eeik Vp oy Yi cg SH oats Y 


“Do not precede me in bowing, prostrating, standing, or departing.”'” 


The scholars said: The meaning of “departing” is the tasleem at the 
end of the prayer. It is called “departing” because it allows the person 
to depart afterwards, and he only departs after the second tasleem. 
The person who has to make up part of his prayer waits until the 
imam has completed his prayer, then he stands and completes what 


he has missed from his prayer. And Allah knows best. 


8. Pronouncing the intention at the time of prayer. 


This is an innovation, and I have previously mentioned the evidence 
for the prohibition of innovation. The Prophet % never audibly 
pronounced his intention for the prayer. Ibn al-Qayyim 4% said: 
“When the Prophet % stood for the prayer, he said, ‘Allah is the 
Greatest.’ And he did not say anything before it. He absolutely did 
not utter his intention. He did not say, ‘I will pray for Allah prayer 
such-and-such, facing the direction of prayer, with four units of 
prayer, leading those behind me, or being led.’ He did not say, ‘I am 


1! Translator’s note: Shaykh ‘Uthaymeen ws said: “It is prescribed that the person 
should not stand until the imam has said salam the second time, because the prayer con- 
cludes with the second tasleem. Some of the scholars say that if the person praying behind 
the imam stands before the second tasleem, his prayer becomes an optional prayer; mean- 
ing, this prayer does not count as his obligatory prayer. Thus, it is obligatory upon those 
praying behind the imam to wait until the imdm says the second tasleem before standing.” 
(Fatawa Noor Alad-Darb, tape #290) 


"2 Sahih Muslim 426 
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performing a prayer during its time or making up a prayer.’ All of 
this is an innovation. There is not a single narration with an authen- 
tic chain of narration or a weak chain of narration, or a fabricated 
hadith, which mentions him doing any of this. This was not done by 


the Companions, those who followed the Companions, or the four 


Imams.”!3 


9. Not reciting Soorah al-Fatihah in the prayer. 


The recitation of al-Fatihah"* is a pillar of the prayer and the prayer 

is not correct for the person who does not recite al-Fatihah. The 

Prophet $ said: 

EES oo BME gh SUS Bal Ga LH I LS Le I 
GSE Be” os 

“Whoever offers a prayer and does not recite the opening chapter of 

the Book, then it is defective, incomplete.” (He said this three times).'° 


The Prophet $% said: 
tN Boy be I HEY 
“There is no prayer for the one who does not recite the opening of the 
Book.”!® 
And the Prophet $ said: 
dol, VY) Nplate Y JG epi LG Sul] ls oy Se 
Lae L od od Be Y ais OLS 


© Zad al-Maad or Prophetic Guidance 

"i Translator’s note: Al-Fatihah is the opening chapter of the Qur'an. 
'S Sahih Muslim 395 

'6 Sahih al-Bukhari 756 
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“Perhaps you recite behind your imam?” They said, “Yes,” He said, 
“Do not do that, except for the opening of the Book (al-Fatihah), for 


there is no prayer for the one who does not recite it.”!” 


The recitation of al-Fatihah for those praying behind the imam is 
always done in silent prayer. As for the prayers in which the recita- 
tion is aloud, there is a known difference of opinion concerning this 
matter. The majority of the scholars say the recitation is waived in 
this case, but to recite it is to free oneself of blame and safer for the 
religion. Most of the scholars who say that it is waived in this case 
still say that reciting it is recommended. 


10. Reciting the Qur'an in rukoo’ and sujood. 
This is prohibited due to the hadith of Ibn ‘Abbas 8%. The Prophet % 
said: 

sHiecten S$) SG ipl Bh Cogs cl 
“Verily, I have been forbidden from reciting the Qur'an when bowing 
or prostrating.”!® 
‘Ali bin Abi Talib ## said: 


4 


Moko $US IB Ol lag athe Mn De bi O85 a 
“The Messenger of Allah $ forbade me from reciting Qur'an while 


bowing and prostrating.”"” 


11. Raising the eyes towards the sky during the prayer or 
looking to the right and left without a need. 


7 Sunan Abi Dawtid 823 
'8 Sunan an-Nasat 1045 
19 Sahih Muslim 479 
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Raising the eyes towards the sky during the prayer is prohibited and 
there is a threat for those who do so. The Messenger of Allah $ said: 


“pg GF Y 5! Plead B ela gf aa Gaa Pa Cog 
“The people will either stop lifting their eyes to the sky during the 
prayer or their eyesight will not return to them.””” 


As for looking around during the prayer, this decreases the prayer 
of the slave if the person does not look completely in another direc- 
tion; but if he looks completely in another direction, it invalidates 


the prayer. It has been narrated from A’ishah &¥ that she said: 

PU EN a OUI 22 ploy ade WI he abi Gy SIL 
tall LS oy Ol ees 6 S| 

“I asked the Messenger of Allah $ about looking around in the prayer. 


He replied, ‘It is a way of stealing by which the Shaytan takes away (a 
portion) from the prayer of a person.”””! 


And the Prophet $% said: 
K SN a Sls! OG SEN a Stay SU 


“Beware of looking around in the prayer, for surely looking around 
during the prayer is destruction.””” 


And there are other narrations prohibiting looking around during the 


prayer. 


12. Squatting during the prayer, and spreading the arms in 
prostration. 


20 Sahih Muslim 428 
2! Sahih al-Bukhari 751 
2 Tami’ at-Tirmidhi 589 
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Squatting is prohibited based on the hadith narrated by Abū 
Hurayrah ##. He said: 


ee a aa Sees ee 


“The Messenger of Allah ‘es arakida me ici dike eR es 
pecking like a rooster pecks, squatting like a dog squats, and looking 


923 


around like a fox looks around.”” 


The Messenger of Allah $% forbade the people from spreading their 
arms like a beast of prey does. The Prophet $ said: 


ASM 7 akal él e op i Y; Gas eee See 15) 


“When one of you prostrates, let him be balanced and not spread his 
arms [like] the spreading of a dog.” 


13. Wearing transparent or flimsy clothes that do not hide the 
‘awrah.?® 


This invalidates the prayer because covering the awrah is a condition 
for the correctness of the prayer. The awrah of the man, according to 
the correct viewpoint, is between the navel and the knee. Likewise, it 
is obligatory to cover the two shoulders or one of them. This is based 
upon the statement of Allah the Exalted: 


» Collected by Ahmad. 
*4 Sunan Ibn Majah 941 


5 Translator’s note: The wrah of a man is the area between the navel and the knee. 
Shaykh Ibn ‘Uthaymeen ite said, “There are several opinions concerning the matter: One 
is that the knee is included in the awrah so it must be covered. The second opinion is 
that the navel and the knee are both part of the awrah so they must both be covered. The 
third opinion—which is the well-known view among our madhhab—is that the navel and 
the knee are not included in the awrah, so they do not have to be covered. This is based 
on the definition of the awrah as being ‘between the navel and the knee.” (Ash-Sharh al- 
Mumiti‘ 2/160) 


63 


CLARIFYING COMMON MISTAKES WIDESPREAD AMONG THE MUSLIMS 


£ dots eae is LEN ji pars el ot UP 
O Children of Adam! Take your PE PA while 


praying. 
[Surah al-A'rāf 7:31] 


One garment is sufficient to cover the awrah, based upon the hadith 

of ‘Umar bin Abi Salamah #2.: 

SEB oly FB Aa ply ale alll de alll Jy 5 ost 
wee ah toi Ney 5a 


“He saw the Messenger of Allah $% praying in one garment in the 
house of Umm Salamah. He was completely covered by it and had 
put both ends over his shoulders.” 


Imam Ibn Qudamah said: “It is required is to wear something that 
conceals the color of the skin. If it is light and shows the color of 
the skin underneath it, and one can tell whether the skin is white or 
red, then it is not permissible to pray in it, because it does not cover 


properly.” (A-Mughni 1/337). 


14. Women not wearing a head covering or not covering their 
feet during the prayer. 


The awrah for the woman during the prayer is her entire body except 
for the face, and there is no harm in her covering her face during the 
prayer if a need arises, such as men passing by. Thus, it is obligatory 
upon her to wear a khimar, and this is the garment that covers her 
head and chest. This is based upon the statement of the Prophet $: 


lass Y able Boke A fe Y 


“Allah does not accept the prayer of a woman who reaches the age of 


26 Sahih Muslim 517 
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menses, unless (she covers herself) with a khimar (overgarment).””” 


Likewise, it is obligatory for her to cover her feet based upon the 
hadith: 
3 air 


“The woman is an awrah.””® 


Umm Salamah was asked by the mother of Ibn Zayd concerning the 
garment of the woman during prayer. Umm Salamah said: 


gins ge Cs Aen gs! ews jess 3 suai 


“She should pray in a khimar (head cover) and a long, loose fitting 
garment that covers the tops of her feet.””” 


This meaning is found in the hadith of Umm Salamah: 


AW) ay d eh as me ot tele ale Ul be abl Jn) JG 
J6 logi shll ya AN aL al cS ihal ey aJl 
Gay Y Ihs asd JU eol GAS Na) etl Le og 

ade 


m 


“The Messenger of Allah % said, ‘Whoever allows his garment to drag 
out of pride, Allāh will not look at him on the Day of Resurrection.’ 
Umm Salamah said, “What should women do with their hems?’ He 
said, ‘Lower it a handspan.’ She said, “Then their feet will show.’ He 
said, ‘Let them lower it a cubit, but no more than that.’”*” 


Y Narrated by Abii Dawiid in As-Salah (546); classed as sahih by al-Albani in Sahih Sunan 
Abi Dawid (596). 


°8 Jami’ at-Tirmidhi 1173 
» Narrated by Aba Dawid (639). 


% Narrated by at-Tirmidhi (1731) and an-Nasā'ī (5336); classed as sahih by al-Albani in 
Sahih at-Tirmidhi. 
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15. Walking in front of the person praying when they are 
leading the prayer or praying individually, and stepping over the 
people’s necks during Friday prayer. 


The person who walks in front of the person praying, or in front of 
his barrier, earns a sin. If the person is praying without a barrier, then 
he has up to the area he prostrates, and the person can walk beyond 


that.*! The Prophet W said: 


ie ea) oe Gl Ol ale u suai g Gi all pls 3 


S on yr S of 
“If the one who passes in front of a person who is praying knew what 
(a burden of sin) he bears, it would be better for him to stand for 40 
rather than pass in front of him.” 


Those who step over the necks of the people during Friday prayer 
harm the worshipers in addition to their tardiness for the prayer. It 


was narrated by ‘Abdullah bin Busr: 


lag ale UN Lo Ay sett ee yÝ ob, his s5 I5 se 
ESTI A alag le Mi Ao Al A HEARE 
“A man came and started stepping over the people one Friday when 


the Messenger of Allah % was delivering the sermon, and the Prophet 
¥ said to him, ‘Sit down, for you have annoyed (people). ”? 


*! Shaykh Ibn ‘Uthaymeen «ile said, concerning the differences of scholarly opinion con- 
cerning the distance within which the worshiper should stop anyone from passing in front 
of him: “The most correct opinion is that it is the distance between his feet and the place 
where he prostrates. That is because the one who is praying has no right to anything more 
than what he needs for his prayer. So he does not have the right to prevent the people 
from (using space) that he does not need.” (Ash-Sharh al-Mumti’ 3/340) 


>? Narrated by al-Bukhari (510) and Muslim (507). 
> Narrated by Aba Dawid (1118) and Ibn Majah (1115). 
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Stepping over the people is prohibited. The person should sit in the 
masjid in the first open space, unless he sees a clear opening he can 
reach. 


16. Not saying the opening takbeer when the person enters the 
prayer while the imam is in rukoo’ (bowing). 


This is a mistake because the opening takbeer is a pillar of the prayer; 
thus, it is obligatory for the person to say it while standing. Then 
after that, they bow with the imam in rukoo’. The opening takbeer 
suffices so the person does not need to say the takbeer for bowing into 
rukoo, but if they begin with the opening takbeer and then say the 
takbeer for rukoo’, it is more complete. Abū Hurayrah 8 said: 


3 OS Cee SS A SN aG 18) OS lag ale alll he ll ol 
sos -z sa 
“When the Messenger of Allah $% stood up to pray, he would say 


takbeer when he stood up, then he would say takbeer when he 
bowed.”*4 


17. Not following the imam when the person arrives while the 
imam is sitting or prostrating. 


It is preferred and more correct for the person who enters the masjid 
to join the imam in any position he may be in, whether prostrating or 


otherwise. The Prophet % said: 


Atel SA E255 BA SI adie 15 


“If you come to prayer and we are prostrating, then prostrate.”” 


*4 Narrated by al-Bukhari (789) and Muslim (392). 


35 Narrated by Aba Dawiid (893); classed as hasan by al-Albani in Sahih Sunan Abi 
Dawid. 
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If someone delays prostrating, he deprives himself of an act of worship 


that is beloved to Allah. The Prophet $ said: 


AGYI Alias LS aia JE De uyi Seal aii Ai 15) 
“When one of you comes to the prayer and the mdm is in any 
position, let him do what the imam is doing.”*° 


Mu’adh bin Jabal #2 said: 


Bt S Zo 1G Viet Ol JG IG gle SW JE Le a9 
Age GUIS 
“I do not see him (the Prophet) in any position except that I follow 


him.” The Prophet #8 said, “Surely, Mu’adh has initiated a sunnah for 


you, so follow it.” 


18. Actions that distract the person from the prayer. 


This is proof that the person prefers the worldly life over the Hereafter, 
obeying his desire over obedience to Allah, amusement over remem- 
brance of Allah, and that is a loss and evil consequence upon the 


individual. Allah the Exalted said: 


oF SING y; Siza KE Y iT si Fa G% 
{dyed 2h BS US ‘es y 5 bi Ss 
O you who believe! Let not your properties or your 


children divert you from the remembrance of Allah. 
And whosoever does that, then they are the losers. 


[Surah al-Munafiqun 63:9] 


% Narrated by at-Tirmidhi (591); classed as sahih by al-Albani in Sahih at-Tirmidhi. 
37 Sunan Abi Dawid 506 
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And He praised the believers with His statement: 


rly al 55 oé By YG ks peg Y Se, > 
{ stall 


Men whom neither trade nor sale diverts them from 
the remembrance of Allah, nor from establishing the 
prayer. 

[Surah an-Nur 24:37] 


This is any action that distracts the person from prayer or causes them 
to be lazy in it, such as staying awake all night. This is not permissible 
because that which leads to the impermissible is, itself, impermissi- 


ble. And Allah guides to the Straight Path. 


19. Fidgeting with clothes or watches during the prayer. 


This action negates focus and devoutness in the prayer, and the proof 
for focus and devoutness in the prayer has been mentioned in the 5" 
affair. The Messenger of Allah $ forbade rubbing pebbles during the 
prayer because it negates focus in the prayer. He said: 

Mal BSH OG pas) aot Wb BUEN 3 SKS GG 5 
“When one of you is standing in prayer, let him not rub pebbles, 
because the mercy of Allah is facing him.”* 


The movement may increase to the extent that it no longer appears as 
though he is praying, and thus the prayer will be invalid. 
20. Closing the eyes during the prayer without reason. 


Closing the eyes during the prayer is hated. Ibn al-Qayyim «ile said: 


38 Sunan an-Nasai 1191 
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“Closing the eyes during the prayer is not from the guidance of the 
Prophet $§. And the scholars have differed over whether it is hated 
or not. Imam Ahmad and others have stated that this is hated. They 
said it resembles the action of the Jews, while other scholars have 
allowed it without hating it. They said: It could be more likely to 
bring about focus during the prayer, and focus and devoutness is the 
spirit, distinction, and intent of the prayer. The correct viewpoint is: 
If opening the eyes does not infringe on focusing in the prayer, then it 
is better. If opening the eyes comes between the person and focusing 
in the prayer due to something in front of him such as decoration, 
ornaments, or something that will distract his heart, then it is not 
hated to close the eyes at all. The viewpoint that, in this case, it is 
recommended to close the eyes, is closer to the principle of the legis- 
lation and the intent of the prayer than the statement that it is hated. 
And Allah knows best.” 


21. Eating, drinking, and laughing during the prayer invalidates 
the prayer. 


Eating and drinking during the obligatory prayers invalidates the 
prayer according to the consensus of the scholars. Ibn al-Mundhir 
said: “The scholars have agreed that the person is prohibited from 
eating and drinking, and all the scholars from whom knowledge 
is taken have agreed that whoever purposely eats or drinks during 
the obligatory prayer must repeat his prayer.” Likewise, the consen- 
sus of the scholars that laughing invalidates the prayer has also been 
narrated by Ibn al-Mundhir. 


22. Raising the voice with recitation and disturbing those 
around you. 


It is recommended that the person should be able to hear himself 


while not reciting so loudly that he harms those reciting the Qur'an 
or praying. ‘Imran bin Husayn narrated: 
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LS i 5 J ABN Lie phas ae al he al J 3 ol 
Já fo la 258 Sis SI 06 Sy GB EN OS gs jE l en 

Aude Si AL as ite Ol "5 
“The Messenger of Allah $% prayed the Dhuhr prayer and a man 
behind him recited Sirah al-A’la. When he finished, [the Prophet] 
turned and said, “Which one of you was reciting?’ or “Which one of 
you was the reciter? A man responded, ‘It was I.’ The Prophet $% said, 


‘I thought that some of you were disputing with me (concerning what 
I was reciting). ”?” 


The scholars have said that this statement of the Prophet $§ was his 
disapproval of this action. 


Ibn Taymiyyah said: “Whoever recites the Qur'an while the people 
are praying optional prayers, then he should not recite loudly as to 
distract them. The Prophet § came out to his Companions and they 
were praying with their voices raised. He said: 


ya de Ra a 55 ay geld Shi ot Leet Oy 
STAY 
““When you pray, you are talking confidentially to your Lord. So look 


to what you confide to Him with, and do not raise your voices over 
each other with the Qur'an.” 


23. Annoying the worshipers by crowding them. 


This is from the prohibited harms. The worshiper selects a space 
which is empty, unless he sees an opening he can easily reach without 
harming the people. It is prohibited to harm the people, especially 


Sahih Muslim 398 
4 Narrated by Imam Ahmad (4928). 
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during Friday prayers. The Prophet $% said to the man who stepped 
over the people during Friday prayers, which was narrated by 
‘Abdullah bin Busr: 


CST JG ole 
“Sit down, for you have annoyed (people).”*’ 


24. Not straightening the rows for prayer. 


Allah commanded us to establish the prayer. 


{ I 12515 Y 
And establish the prayer. 
[Surah al-Baqarah 2:43] 


And the Prophet $% said: 


Gy way og AB yee oe Se oe % 3 
BSI GA) oye Spiral Gyni OG Sagi Igo 
“Straighten your rows, for straightening the rows is part of establish- 
ing prayer.” 


And the Prophet %¥ said: 


E ot) aa Al A Gl ai osai 


“Make your rows straight or Allāh will cause discord among you.” ® 


There are numerous ahddeeth which command and incite the straight- 
ening of the rows for prayer. 


4l Narrated by Abū Dawid (1118) and Ibn Mājah (1115). 
& Sahih al-Bukhari 723 
“ Sahih al-Bukhari 717; Sahih Muslim 436 
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25. Raising the feet off the ground while in sujood (prostration). 


This is in opposition to what we have been commanded with. Ibn 


‘Abbas ## said that the Prophet $ said: 


“I have been fie to prostrate on seven, but not to tuck up 
my hair or my garment.”* 


The Prophet $% said: 
ail Je ony G agadl Je Pi oe ; if 2 
“I have been commanded to prostrate on seven Tas on the 


forehead,” and he pointed to his nose, “and on the two hands, the two 
knees, and the toes of the two feet.”“* 


The person is commanded to prostrate on his feet, and the most 
complete manner of doing this is with the toes facing towards the 
qiblah. The restriction is that he must place a part of each foot on 
the ground. If he lifts either foot, his prostration is not correct if it 
remains raised throughout his prostration. 


26. Placing the right hand over the left hand and raising the 
hands to the neck. 


This is in opposition to the Sunnah, because the Prophet W used 
to place his right hand over his left hand on his chest. The Sunnah 
is accomplished by placing the hands in the middle of the chest or 
below it, at the heart. This is because the heart is in the chest, based 


4 Sunan Ibn Majah 934 
45 Sahih al-Bukhari 812; Sahih Muslim 490 
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upon the statement of Allah the Exalted. 


4g . $ p an 70% he 
{aal 3 Bl old! 28 5) 
But it is the hearts which are in the breasts that grow 


blind. 
[Surah al-Hajj 22:46] 


Raising the hands to the neck is a mistake and in opposition to the 
Sunnah. That which has been narrated from ‘Ali concerning the 
explanation of the verse: 


sly ay Ja) 
Therefore, turn in prayer to your Lord and sacrifice 
(to Him only). 


[Surah al-Kawthar 108:2] 


This narration is weak and cannot be used as evidence for placing the 
hands at the neck. 


27. Raising the hands at the time of sujood (prostration) or 
raising the hands from the position of sujood. 


This is in opposition to the well-known Sunnah which has been 
narrated by most of the Companions who narrated which position 
the hands should be raised to. It is befitting to adhere to the 
well-known Sunnah except in the case when the students of knowl- 
edge are alone with each other. In this case, he can do what he deems 
most correct from the Sunnah which the general viewpoint of the 
scholars opposes. But as for when he is in front of the people, he 
should do what is well-known, known from the Sunnah, which most 
of the scholars are upon. 


The well-known Sunnah which must be adhered to is that there are 
four places where the hands are raised: 
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1) At the opening takbeer 
2) When bowing for rukoo’ 
3) After raising from rukoo’ 


4) After standing for the third rakah 


Ibn ‘Umar 8 said: 

wisi 13) aKa Gls hy Alyy OW ploy ache Di de ab gp Si 
WIS akai SDN bye Bal B55 Ig cg SOU GT 1515 SDL 

“The Messenger of Allah $% used to raise his hands to shoulder level 

when he started to pray, when he said Allahu Akbar’ before bowing in 


rukoo, and when he raised his head from rukoo’.”** 


In another narration, it states: 


2 Ss hal BG Gee Vp Gee US YG 
“But he did not do that when he prostrated or when he raised his 
head from prostration.”*” 


In a narration collected by Muslim, he said: 


Peel hal; By Ge Th Y5 


“But he did not do it at the time of raising his head from prostra- 


tion.”*8 


And Ibn ‘Umar &$ said: 
EE 6355 FS RTD ye PÉ NS) elg ale alll Lee alll Oyt5 ol 


46 Sahih al-Bukhari 735; Sahih Muslim 390 
4” Sunan an-Nasa i 876 


48 Sahih Muslim 390 
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“When the Messenger of Allah $% stood at the end of two rakat, he 
uttered the takbeer (‘Allah is the Greatest’) and raised his hands.”*? 


28. Some of the imams rush through the prayer without 
tranquility and without giving those following them the ability 
to become tranquil in the prayer and recite Surah al-Fatihah, 
especially in the final rak’ah. 


The imam is responsible for having a good, sound prayer because the 
people take him as an example, so it is upon him to investigate and 
study the Sunnah. Tranquility is a pillar of the prayer, and it is even 
more affirmed as it relates to the imam because he is followed as an 
example. Likewise, reciting al-Fatihah is a pillar of the prayer, so it is 
obligatory that those following the imam be given the opportunity to 
recite it. We have already mentioned the proof for tranquility and the 
recitation of al-Fatihah being pillars of the prayer. 


29. Not giving concern to prostrating upon seven bones (the 
forehead with the nose, the two palms, the two knees, and the 
toes of both feet). 


Al-‘Abbas bin ‘Abdil-Muttalib ## said, “I heard the Messenger of 
Allah %& say: 


Ag IRAS ee o + reer eee 4 of ee A 
„a353 eS 45 aS; igr h darw dna dow Lall dow \3! 


KZ 


When a person prostrates, seven parts of his body prostrate with 
him: his forehead, his two hands, his two knees, and his two feet. ”®? 


Ibn ‘Abbas ## said that the Prophet $§ said: 


ee “0 E ae eee eis 4 of Sb Hos ety sve o f s,’ 
®© Sunan Abi Dawtid 743 
© Sahih Muslim 491 
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AD SBI ESF Say 
“I have been commanded to prostrate on seven bones: on the 


forehead,” and he pointed to his nose, “and on the two hands, the two 
knees, and the toes of the two feet.””! 


There are some people who don't place the forehead and nose firmly 
upon the ground when in sujood, or they lift their feet, or they don’t 
place their palms firmly on the ground. All of this contradicts what 
we have been commanded to do. 


30. Not giving concern to learning the rules and regulations of 
the prayer 


This opposes the manner in which the Muslims should conduct 
themselves, for surely the prayer is the greatest physical pillar of 
Islam. Allah has commanded us to establish the prayer: 


{ A 12515 > 
And establish the prayer. 
[Surah al-Baqarah 2:43] 


There are 70 verses or more containing this command, and it is not 
possible to establish the prayer without knowing its rules and regula- 
tions and knowing the manner of the Prophet’s prayer $. The prayer 
is from the actions of which no one is allowed to be ignorant. Its 
rulings must be known, as well as its conditions, pillars, obligations, 
and its rulings for the prostration of forgetfulness and the like. It is 
obligatory to know these rulings. Not knowing these rulings could 
cause the Muslim to be ignorant of what invalidates his prayer. And 
Allah is the One Who guides and grants success. 


5! Sahih al-Bukhari 812; Sahih Muslim 490 
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31-34. Not giving concern to the recitation of al-Fatihah and 
reciting it with errors. An example of this is reciting the word 
‘alamin with a kasrah vowel on the letter lam, placing a fathah 
vowel on the letter hamzah in the word ihdina, and placing a 
dammah vowel on the letter taa' in the word an’amta. 


These mistakes and mistakes similar to these must be avoided, and 
the person who makes mistakes like this cannot lead others in prayer. 
If he makes a mistake that alters the meaning of the verse—such as 
placing a dammah vowel on the letter taa' in the word anamta—his 
prayer is invalid. 


35. Cracking the knuckles. 


This is hated and prohibited during the prayer. As for cracking the 
knuckles, it has been narrated that Shu’bah, the freed slave of Ibn 
‘Abbas, said: 


JB Bal ceed L ral ead ple ool Gee SI cake 
Beall J cily Hebel gii | EU iY 


“May you have no mother!” You crack your knuckles while you are 
3°53 


praying: 


36. Interlocking the fingers. 
This is hated. The Prophet ¥§ said: 


ME dtl Ske oF SS epo Qos Sii g 


^“ Translator’s note: ‘lyad said: “This is a normal saying of the Arab when displeased 
or amazed by something and the actual meaning of the statement is not intended. 


(Explanation of Sahih al-Bukhari) 
5 Narrated by Ibn Abi Shaybah (2/344). Al-Albani reported it in Jrwa’ al-Ghaleel (2/99). 
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expe. g FT ote EH 

Be è ald 645 peas 

8 EO OUA sae 
“When one of you performs wudoo’ and does it well, then goes out 


intending the masjid, let him not interlace his hands, for he is in a 
state of prayer.” 


Abū Hurayrah ## said, “The Prophet $% said: 

Mare SS 8 OT Set IS a a S551 SF il 
PPRA oo E SA Naas 

“When one of you performs wudoo’ in his home then goes to the 


masjid, he is in prayer until he returns, thus let him not do like this.’ 


And he interlocked his fingers.” 


37. Putting someone forward to lead the prayer who is not 
qualified while more qualified people are present. 


This opposes the purpose of the imdm. And he is an example, thus 
the imam must be one of understanding who is able to recite. The 


Prophet ¥§ said: 


bl SES pail esal 6x 
“Put forth those best versed in the recitation of the Book of Allah to 
lead the prayer.”™ 


The scholars have affirmed that the person who does not recite 
well should not be put forward to lead the prayer, nor the person 
with obvious sin upon him, or the person with a bad history, or the 
innovator, or the sinner and the like. They are not to be put forward. 
But if they are put forward to lead the prayer, the prayer of those 
praying behind them is correct. And Allah knows best. 


4 Sahih Muslim 2373 
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38. Grammatical mistakes in the recitation of the Noble Qur'an. 


This is an obvious deficiency. It is the right of the Qur'an that it be 
recited free of grammatical errors. Thus, the Muslim strives with 
himself to recite with tajweed and a good recitation. Allah the Exalted 
said: 
(ep Oa 55} 
And recite the Qur'an (aloud) in a slow, (pleasant 
tone and) style. 


[Surah al-Muzzammil 73:4] 


And He said: 


d AT 256 stig 136 } 
And when We have recited it to you, then follow you 


its recital. 


[Surah al-Qiyamah 75:18] 


The meaning of that is to recite it with the proper vowelization it 
deserves, pronouncing the letters clearly, without grammatical errors. 
There is a reward for the person who does this with a sincere inten- 


tion. ‘A'ishah & said that the Prophet % said: 


ad Ay TaN 1G Gilly cyl oS AEN a cL aL Jalal 

ON Sl a) 6 GLE ade yay 
“The one who is skilled in reciting Qur'an will be with the noble 
and obedient scribes (i.e., the angels), and the one who reads the 


Qur'an and struggles with it because it is difficult for him will have 
two rewards.””” 


55 Sahih Muslim 798 
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39. Some men praying behind the women in Masjid al-Haram. 


This includes men praying behind women in other places as well. This 
is from the hated things in the prayer because it is the Sunnah for the 
women to pray behind the men. When men pray behind women, it 
removes focus and devotion from their prayers and it distracts from 
their prayer due to them looking at [the women]. Men should never 
line up to pray behind women except when it is unavoidable, like 
those who end up behind women because they missed the Eid or 
Jumu‘ah prayer. Some of the scholars have stated that the excep- 
tion for this is when praying in Masjid al-Haram. This was stated by 
Shaykh ‘Abdul-‘Azeez bin Baz i. 


40. Women coming to the masjid beautified and perfumed. 


This is an obvious evil witnessed during Ramadan and outside of 
Ramadan. The woman is only coming to the prayer to worship her 
Guardian, not to display her beauty and clothes. Perhaps men will 
look at her, so she will earn a sin and decrease her reward based upon 
her action. 


The Prophet $§ said: 


A 


EEI A a s aa Solel aa tal 


“Any woman who has scented herself with bakhoor (incense), let her 
not attend ‘Isha’ prayers with us.”56 


The Prophet %¥ said: 


CIE iA Bhd 5555 abl Seles all otal 1s Y 


“Do not prevent the female servants of Allah from going to the 


56 Sahih Muslim 444 
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mosques of Allah, but let them go out looking unadorned.””’ 


The meaning of “unadorned” is not beautified and not perfumed. 


* Narrated by Ahmad (9362) and Aba Dawid (565). 
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1. Raising the hands after the obligatory prayers. 


If the person adheres to this practice, it is an innovation. After the 
obligatory prayers, the Sunnah is to remember Allah, seek forgive- 
ness, say “nothing has the right to be worshiped except Allah, Allah 
is free from imperfections, all praises belong to Allah, Allah is the 
Greatest,” and to supplicate individually without raising the hands. 
This is what the Prophet #§ used to do. He did not raise his hands 
in dua after the obligatory prayers. To do so is in opposition to the 
Sunnah, and adhering to this practice is an innovation. 


2. Raising the hands during the obligatory prayers. 


This is like the person who raises his hands as he is rising from bowing, 
as though he is supplicating in gunoot. This has not been narrated 
from the Sunnah of the Prophet $$, and this was not done by the 
rightly guided caliphs, nor was it done by any of the Companions. 
And any action not done by the Prophet #§ and his Companions falls 
into his statement: 
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- Se 


3558 & i u a EA a SU yy 
“Whoever introduces something into this affair of ours which is not 
from it, it is rejected.”' 


35 3 al alee. e ete Ae 


“Whoever does an action which is not from our affair, it is rejected.”” 


3. Apathy as it relates to focus and an attentive heart during 
du’a’. 
Allah the Exalted said: 
{ iad j Es 5 N leol % 
Invoke your Lord with humility and in secret. 


[Surah al-A'rāf 7:55] 
And Allāh the Exalted said: 


PA APAE A a oF Met IG ag il) 


aise 
Verily, they used to hasten to do good deeds, and they 


used to call on Us with hope and fear, and used to 
humble themselves before Us. 


[Surah al-Anbiya’ 21:90] 


When supplicating, the person must have focus, humility, humble- 
ness, and an attentive heart. These are the manners of dua. The 
person who supplicates is diligent in receiving an answer to his dua’ 
and having his request fulfilled; it is a must that he is diligent in 


! Sahih Muslim 1718 
> Sahih Muslim 1718 
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perfecting his dug’ and adorning it so that it is elevated to his Creator 
such that He will answer it. 


The Prophet ¥§ said: 
oy HES Cents Y a SI Allg YY baaa Big ab 1,25 


“Call upon Allah while you are certain of a response, and remember 
that Allah will not answer a dug that comes from a negligent and 
heedless heart.”? 


4. Losing hope that the du’a’ will be accepted and being hasty 
waiting for a response. 


This is from the affairs which prevent dua’ from being accepted. The 
Prophet %¥ said: 


Oeste ee use ae! 


“The dua’ of one of you will be accepted as long as he is not hasty and 
doesn’t say, ‘I supplicated but I was not answered.””* 


We have previously mentioned that the person must be certain his 
dua will be answered because he is supplicating to the Most Kind 
and Most Generous. Allah the Exalted said: 


CSS Cael 55! AS BS Y 
And your Lord said, “Invoke Me, I will respond to 


your (invocation).” 


[Surah Ghafir 40:60] 


3 Narrated by at-Tirmidhi (3479); classed as hasan by Shaykh al-Albani in Sahih at-Tir- 
midhi (2766). 


4 Sahih al-Bukhari 6340 
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The person whose supplication is not accepted must fall into one of 
two Categories: 


1) There are things present preventing his supplication from 
being answered, such as breaking the ties of kinship, wrongdoing, 
or consuming that which is impermissible. In most cases, this will 
prevent the du@’ from being answered. 


2) The answer to his dug will be delayed and stored for him or 
an evil will be diverted from him equivalent to his supplication. The 


Prophet % said: 


ae ab eek arr aes IKAI wo ty 
PSN AW OG. 2S VB AG. ibe gg 2 oe Se Bas BF ty 


“There is no Muslim who calls upon his Lord with a du@ in which 
there is no sin or severing of family ties except that Allah will give 
him one of three things: either He will answer his prayer quickly, or 
He will store (the reward for) it in the Hereafter, or He will divert an 
equivalent evil away from him.” They said, “We will say more dua.” 
He said, “Allah’s bounty is greater.” 


As for what has been narrated: 
ebs aS) e h ols (ply | gb 45 


“Seek to draw closer to Allah by virtue of my status, for my status 


with Allah is great.”° 


This is a fabrication and it is not authentically narrated from the 


Prophet ee. 


5 Narrated by Ahmad (10749) and at-Tirmidhi (3573). Classed as sahih by al-Albani in 
Mishkat al-Masabeeh (2199). 


° Translator’s note: Ibn Taymiyyah and al-Albani said: It has no basis. See Iqtida’ as-Sirat 
al-Mustaqeem by Ibn Taymiyyah (2/415) and As-Silsilah ad-Da'eefah (22) by al-Albani. 
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5. Overstepping the bounds in du’a’, such as praying for 
something sinful or severing the ties of kinship. 


This is from the matters which prevent du@’ from being accepted. The 
Prophet % said: 


„sés c Oy a Di 


“There will be a people who exceed the bounds in du’z.”’ 


Allāh the Exalted said: 


d atii Lat Y A ity has 25 1,251 
Invoke your Lord with humility and in secret. He 
likes not the aggressors. 

[Surah al-A'rāf 7:55] 


Exceeding the bounds in dug includes praying for something sinful, 
a calamity, or severing ties of kinship. The Prophet $% said: 


vate) ab set z; aS ee ote 


“There is not a Muslim upon the earth Jo calls upon Allāh with 
any supplication except that Allāh grants it to him or He turns away 
from him the like of it in evil, as long as he does not supplicate for 
something sinful or for severing the ties of kinship.”® 


7 Sunan Ibn Majah 3864 
8 Jami’ at-Tirmidhi 3573 
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1. Specifying the night of Jumu‘ah with the night prayer and 
the day of Jumu‘ah with fasting. 


This is prohibited based upon the narration of Muhammad bin Ubad 
bin Jafar, who said: 


Se plas ole WN Le WN 585 gil rae al oo, HE SIL 
pal OU T GRAS p3 ple 

“I asked Jabir #8, ‘Did the Prophet $ forbid fasting on Fridays?’ He 

replied: “Yes.’”! 

The Prophet $§ said: 


Feye ji es oes hy oi oe io ol cae | Í pee a y 


! ALBukhari and Muslim 
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“Do not single out the night of Friday from other nights for standing 
in prayer, and do not single out Friday from other days for fasting, 
unless it is part of a fast that one of you regularly observes.”? 


2. Indifference towards listening to the Friday sermon, or 
talking while the imam is delivering the sermon. 


Listening to the Friday sermon and remaining silent has been 
affirmed in many ahddith, as well as the prohibition of speaking and 
not listening to the sermon. The Prophet % said: 


OSS Mis Cs PYG ail A oy Geld E 15) 
“If you say to your companion when the imam is preaching on Friday, 
‘Listen attentively,’ then you have engaged in idle talk.” 


The statement “listen attentively” interrupts the imdm, even though 
the interruption is slight, thus it results in idle talk. This is as it relates 
to the person who gives advice to the one talking, so how about the 
person who initiates the conversation?! Al-Hafiz said in his explana- 
tion of Sahih al-Bukhdri: “If the statement ‘listen attentively —even 
though it is enjoining the good—is considered idle talk, then every 
other type of speech is more befitting to be labeled idle talk.” 


3. Buying and selling after the second adhan (call to prayer). 


Buying and selling is not permissible after the adhdn, and this trans- 
action is invalid based upon the statement of Allah the Exalted: 


SALE 055 op LN cso G) AT Gall I vp 
of 9 3h SIS © pad 19355 abn 5 Uh pant 


2 Sahih Muslim 1144 
3 Sahih al-Bukhari 892; Sahih Muslim 851 
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(ope yt 
O you who believe! When the call is proclaimed for the 
prayer on the day of Friday (Jumu‘ah prayer), come to 
the remembrance of Allah and leave off business; that 
is better for you, if you did but know! 


[Sarah al-Jumu‘ah 62:9] 


Trade is prohibited after the adhdn—meaning the second adhan— 
and the transaction at this time is invalid, because the prohibition 
necessitates it being invalid. 


4. Praying after the adhan when the imam enters; this is what 
the commoners call “the Sunnah prayers of Jumu‘ah.” 


This prayer is not the Sunnah and it was not done by the Messenger 
of Allah 4. Ibn al-Qayyim 4% said, “After Bilal completed calling 
the adhan, the Prophet $% began delivering the sermon and no one 
stood and prayed two rakaat, ever. And there was only one adhan. 
This is proof that Jumu‘ah prayer is similar to the Eid prayer; there 
are no Sunnah prayers before it. This is the most correct statement of 
the scholars and this is proven by the Sunnah.” 


Then he said: “Those who think that when Bilal 8 completed calling 
the adhdn, all of the Companions stood and prayed two rakaat, 
then they are the most ignorant people of the Sunnah. This is what 
proves that there are no Sunnah prayers before Jumu‘ah. This is the 
madh hab of Malik and Ahmad and one of the views of the compan- 
ions of Shafi‘.” 


5. Stepping over the people. 


This is a prevalent mistake and it harms those worshipers who arrived 
early. A hadith has been narrated by ‘Abdullah bin Busr prohibiting 
this. He said: 
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las athe Án ee ae TA ac fh oo fa 5 ae 
“A man came and started stepping over the ss one Friday when 


the Messenger of Allah ¥ was delivering the sermon, and the Prophet 
%5 said to him: ‘Sit down, for you have annoyed (people).’”4 


6. Prolonging the sermon while shortening the prayer. 


This opposes the Sunnah. The Sunnah is to shorten the sermon, 
making it straightforward with no filler, while lengthening the prayer. 
‘Abdullah bin Abi Awfa said: 


iad + $25 AAS pling ale alll glo alt 45 
“The Messenger of Allah £§ used to make the prayer long while 


keeping the sermon short.” 


‘Ammar bin Yasir ## said, “I heard the Messenger of Allah $% say: 


|g tail SI Libi agit iye Sis acd - pay JE he J% $j 
ou lel ye O15 hsi 


“A man’s lengthening his prayer and shortening his sermon is a sign 
of his understanding (of religion), so make your prayers lengthy and 
your sermon brief, for there is some eloquent speech which is magic.’”® 


This hadith comprises a command to lengthen the prayer and shorten 
the sermon; it combines his statement, his action, and his command. 


í Narrated by Aba Dawid (1118) and Ibn Majah (1115). 
5 Sunan an-Nasat 


6 Sahih Muslim 969 
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7. Touching stones or fidgeting with dhikr beads and the like. 


This is prohibited. This includes fidgeting with the ghutrah (tradi- 
tional headscarf for men), clothes, the masjid carpet, miswak, or 
something else like prayer beads, a watch, or a pen. This is prohibited 
based upon the hadith collected in Sahih Muslim. The Prophet ¥§ 


said: 


4 


we ace gain GAA A | See ose lee 

AB asl S8 fA5 ofl BE S555 BAAN ous 
“Whoever performs wudoo’ and does de well, then comes to 
Jumu‘ah and listens attentively, will be forgiven (his sins) between 


that and (the next) Jumu‘ah, and three days in addition to that; but 
whoever touches the pebbles has engaged in an idle action.” 


8. Singling out Jumu‘ah to observe fasting. 


There are numerous narrations prohibiting singling out Jumu‘ah for 
fasting. Abū Hurayrah ## said, “I heard the Messenger of Allah $% 


Say: 
ane 335 úy Y| ikasl > as P 


None of you should Pa ona ae unless he Te the s before 
28 


e 


or the day after. 


And the Prophet $% said: 


o- rice tee eee A o- o > ola 7 OL åa, 
ce Ors OM e ae al 


pital 4 gna 


” Sahih Muslim 875 
ë Sahih al-Bukhari 1849; Sahih Muslim 1929 
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“Do not single out Friday from other days for fasting, unless it is part 
of a fast that one of you regularly observes.” 


Likewise, there is a prohibition for singling out Friday for fasting in 
the hadith of Juwayriyyah bint al-Harith #8, the wife of the Prophet 


W: 
wio Aa naa gle 5 play ade all do sil ol 


M6 Y 256 18 pd Ol Gea 5 OGY E56 i 


The Prophet $§ visited her on a Friday and she was fasting. He asked 
her, “Did you fast yesterday?” She said, “No.” He said, “Do you intend 
to fast tomorrow?” She said, “No.” He said, “Then break your fast.”!° 


There are many narrations that prohibit this. And the wisdom for this 
prohibition—and Allah knows best—is what was mentioned by Ibn 
al-Qayyim «al in his statement: “This is to block the path of attrib- 
uting something to the religion which is not from it. And this would 
necessitate imitating the disbelievers in specifying certain days to take 
off from worldly work. Added to this is the fact that the virtue of this 
day (Friday) over other days is well-known, so the call to fast on this 
day is strong. Thus, it is presumed that this will lead the people to fast 
on this day and celebrate it in a manner in which other days are not 
celebrated. Consequently, they will attach something to the religion 
which is not from it.” 


? Sahih Muslim 1144 
10 Sahih al-Bukhari 1986 
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1. Apathy towards zakah or being lackadaisical towards paying 
it on time. 


This is evil and a clear sin because zakah is the third pillar of Islam 
and a right upon the wealth. Thus, it is obligatory upon the Muslim 
to pay it within the appropriate time period, while enjoying doing so, 
seeking to draw close to his Guardian (Allah). Allah has threatened 
those who refuse to pay zakah, with a severe threat—may Allah save 
us from it. Allah the Exalted said: 


s vis 3 ; spies “ae GT joe ms 
C i aja 


And let not those who covetously withhold of that 
which Allāh has bestowed on them of His Bounty 
(wealth) think that it is good for them. Nay, it will 
be worse for them; the things which they covetously 
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withheld shall be tied to their necks like a collar on 

the Day of Resurrection. And to Allah belongs the 

heritage of the heavens and the earth; and Allah is 
Well-Acquainted with all that you do. 


[Surah Ali ‘Imran 3:180] 
The ee of Allah ¥$ said: 


yu oe J pe api foe eg 4 Lake Esih ikal 


- o7 SS got,e MF 2 LS 


oe o ie OF py g Ú Sieh Sag ul g j Hath Met 
e A E ca 2 A ea) 


“There is no owner of gold or silver who does not pay what is due on 
it (zakāh) except that when the Day of Resurrection comes, plates of 
fire will be prepared for him from the Hellfire, and they will brand 
his forehead, his flanks, and his back, and every time they cool down 
they will be reheated, on a Day the length of which is equal to fifty 


thousand years, until judgment is passed among the people.”' 


And Allah says: 


Jeo oo Bii Yi Leal BIN OSs Spills} 
É SWE AN HO pl g wits ss ol 
G ahs tbs ets realy Le 635 ae 
(O BS WB EN oh 
And those who hoard up gold and silver, and spend 
it not in the cause of Allah; announce unto them a 
painful torment. On the Day when it will be heated 


in the Fire of Hell and it will be branded on their 
foreheads, their flanks, and their backs, (and it will 


' Sahih Muslim 987 
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be said unto them): “This is the treasure which you 
hoarded for yourselves. Now taste of what you used 
to hoard.” 


[Surah at-Tawbah 9:34-35] 


The time for paying zakāh on wealth, and that which falls upor: 
the same ruling, is after one lunar year passes. Thus, each year the 
Muslim purifies his wealth if his wealth has reached the nisab’. He 
searches for those within the eight categories of people able to receive 
the zakah. It is not permissible for him to delay paying the zakah past 
its proper time, except if he has a valid reason supported by Islamic 
legislation. And Allah knows best. 


2. Not showing concerning for knowing the rules and regula- 
tions of zakah, having apathy towards learning the wealth on 
which zakah is due, and having apathy towards paying zakah in 
its proper time. 


It is obligatory for the person with wealth to learn or ask about zakah 
because it is an obligation upon him. And he will not pay it in the 
prescribed manner unless he learns the rules and regulations as it 
relates to the nisab, the type of wealth, the amount of zakah, and the 
paths in which it is given. 


The person who is lackadaisical is learning these matters will perhaps 
fall into prohibited matters without knowledge or earn a sin by 
delaying the zakāh, or by not giving it to those who truly deserve it. 
Zakéh is an obligation upon the wealth. In order to pay zakah in the 
manner which fulfills the obligation, the person must acquire knowl- 
edge, either by studying or asking. 


* Translator’s note: Nisab is the minimum amount for a Muslim’s net worth in order for 
him to be obligated to give charity. 
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3. Being careless in regard to giving zakah to those who 
deserve it. 


Allah the Exalted said: 


ne AR Sali ol hall Sal Lil > 
AWN ome 35 densi FEN d nal 5 yi 
a r alii of yj det ails 


Charity (zakah) is only for the fugara’ (poor), and 

al-masakin (the poor), and those employed to collect 

(the funds); and to attract the hearts of those who 

have been inclined (towards Islam); and to free the 

captives; and for those in debt; and for Allah’s cause, 

and for the wayfarer; a duty imposed by Allah. And 
Allah is All-Knower, All-Wise. 


[Surah at-Tawbah 9:60] 


These are the eight categories of those who can receive zakah. Those 
who are unconcerned about zakah, so they don’ give it to someone 
within these eight categories, then the money he gives is not consid- 


ered zakah. And he has not fulfilled his obligation. 


There are some people who give zakah to anyone, even if the person 
has enough to suffice him. They do not search for the poor or the 
others who can receive zakah from the eight categories. This is 
because they are too lazy to search out the poor and needy. This is not 
permissible, and he will not be rewarded for this. 
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1. Verbally stating the intention to fast. 


It has been previously mentioned that verbalizing the intention is an 
action which was not done by the Prophet %¥, nor his Companions, 
nor the generation who came after the Companions, nor any of the 
four Imams, nor any of the Salaf. Therefore, it is a newly invented 
matter and an innovation. The place of the intention is the heart. It 
is the intent of the worship. There are authentic narrations in which 
the Prophet ¥ made it a condition that the person must have the 
intention to fast before Fajr, in the case of obligatory fasting. It has 
been narrated from the Mother of the Believers, Hafsah #2 that the 
Prophet % said: 


Sele All 15 peti CH A is 
“Whoever does not plan to fast before Fajr, there is no fast for him.” 
Meaning, he has the intention in his heart to fast. And this is appar- 
ent from the meaning of the word “plan” (4). And Allah knows 
best. 


! Jami’ at-Tirmidhi 730 
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2. Being careless regarding the time to stop eating before 
fasting. 


Some of the people eat and drink until the caller to prayer has 
completed the adhan. And perhaps they are so careless that they 
continue to eat and drink until all the callers to prayer in the various 
masajid complete the adhan which they can hear. This is an obvious 
error and perhaps it invalidates the fast. Allah the Exalted said: 


oy sac) eat] Si cee g ee ai 1,155 ) 
TERESE 
Eat and drink until the white thread (light) of dawn 


appears to you distinct from the black thread (darkness 
of night). 


[Surah al-Baqarah 2:187] 


The time mentioned in the verse—when the dawn becomes clear—is 
at the first entrance of Fajr, at the time the adhan for Fajr is called. 
The word “until” denotes the purpose or intent. Thus, when the caller 
starts the second adhdan after the entrance of Fajr, it is obligatory to 
refrain from everything which invalidates the fast, and the person 
must begin fasting at this point. This is the meaning of the hadith 
narrated by ‘A'ishah and Ibn ‘Umar &. The Prophet 4% said: 


gS Ai e Og Js ii 11S J O38 Yoy Íy 
“Bilal calls the adhan at night, so eat and drink until you hear the 
adhan of Ibn Umm Maktūm, for he does not call the adhan until Fajr 


»2 


enters. ~ 


The statement of the Prophet $: “eat and drink until...” is evidence 
for the obligation to stop eating and begin fasting upon hearing the 
second adhan which is called after Fajr enters. 


> Sahih Muslim 1092 
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There are ahadith narrated which give an allowance for the person 
who hears the adhan when he has food or drink in his hand to take 
what he needs from it. And Allah knows best. 


3. Being careless concerning praying in congregation, sleeping 
through the prayer, and joining all the prayers together. 


This is from the great evils during the month of Ramadan, as prayer 
is the greatest pillar of Islam after the two testimonies of faith. It is 
never permissible to be careless concerning the prayer. The obligation 
to pray in congregation in the masjid has already been mentioned in 
the section concerning the prayer. It is not permissible to be careless 
regarding the prayer by not praying in the masjid due to sleep, and 
combining the prayer without a legislative reason to combine is 
another sin and likewise not permissible. 


The Muslim is commanded to organize his time by placing the prayer 
before every other matter. And it is upon the Muslim to assist one 
another in this matter, and to advise one another concerning this 
issue, which is seen throughout the month of Ramadan. Allah the 
Exalted said: 


So Ne pti Ale use A. Ae 
€ Olja 
Help one another in righteousness and piety, but do 
not help one another in sin and transgression. 


[Surah al-Ma’idah 5:2] 


4. Engaging in false speech and acting upon it, and ignorance 
while fasting. 


False speech and acting upon it is sin and not permissible, based upon 
what has been authenticated from Abū Hurayrah #8. He said that the 
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Prophet ¥ said: 


Aleks ae oí z als all Lb 2b 4 “foals Ny) J$ E% wo 
iiy 


“Whoever does not give up false speech and acting upon it, Allāh has 
no need of his giving up his food and drink.”? 


Ignorance is by using foul language and insulting the people. This is 


bad etiquette, especially while fasting. The Prophet $ said: 


Peai 4 ol Gig SSB cots WO ast th fee 4S ab OG 
le OG Ae Vy Lay 96 aa He tH OF y nes 


le } al ol (piel 266 i Sel 
“Allah said, ‘All the deeds of the son of Adam are for them, except 
fasting, for surely that is for Me, and I will give the reward for it.’ 
Fasting is a shield, and when one of you is fasting, let him not commit 
any obscenity or quarrel. If somebody should quarrel with him, he 


should say, ‘I am fasting. ”4 


The Prophet % said: 


ob ROPAIJ ph y a GA va TEA JM y a pall oe 

le Al tile J {fab Ole ys Sst Ute 
“Fasting does not just mean abstaining from food and drink; rather, 
fasting means abstaining from idle and obscene speech. If someone 
insults you or treats you in an ignorant manner, then say, ‘I am fasting, 
I am fasting. ”’ 


3 Sahih al-Bukhari 1804 
4 Sahih al-Bukhari 1771 
5 Narrated by Ibn Khuzaymah (1879). 
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The first hadith mentioned from Abū Hurayrah has a different 


wording: 


gidi g Saal yh I boy 
“Whoever does not give up false speech and acting upon it and 
ignorance...”° 


Ignorance includes all indecent speech, insults, backbiting, tale carry- 
ing, lying, false speech, and all the ills of the tongue and limbs. 


Thus, it is obligatory upon the fasting person to remove himself from 
lying, backbiting, and insults. This is also obligatory upon the person 
who is not fasting, but the prohibition is greater for the fasting person. 
And Allah is the One Who grants success in abandoning these ills. 


5. Looking at and listening to the impermissible. 


Allah the Exalted said: 
“eo GS IS giy ady AE SI) 


(ies 
Verily! The hearing, the sight, and the heart of each of 


you will be questioned. 
[Surah al-Isra' 17:36] 


The people shall be questioned about how they utilized the limbs 
they have been entrusted with. Some people are accustomed to 
looking at and listening to evil, such as looking at naked women who 
call to lewdness, or listening to music and the like. It is obligatory 
to abandon this during Ramadan and outside of Ramadan, although 
abandoning this during Ramadan is greater due to this pure month, 
its sanctity, and the status of the month of obedience and forgiveness. 
How wonderful is it for the Muslim to use this month as an opportu- 


® Sahih al-Bukhari 6057 
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nity to break his ties to these impermissible vices of the eye and ear, as 
well as the other desires! It is stated in the narration: 


PoR as tach bs 
“He leaves his food, drink, and desires for My sake.” 


6. Listening to music during the month of Ramadan and outside 
of Ramadan. 


There is proof from the Book and the Sunnah that listening to 
musical instruments and the like is not permissible. Allah the Exalted 
said: 


Jee oF Jed ees a oss it ltl G5} 
eu 


And of mankind is he who purchases idle talk to 
mislead (men) from the path of Allah. 


[Sūrah Luqman 31:6] 


Ibn Masūd ## and others have said: “Idle talk” means singing, and 
there is no doubt that musical instruments and music is included in 


idle talk which leads the people away from the path of Allah. 


In Sahih al-Bukhdri, there is a narration which some of the scholars 
mention connects various acts that are impermissible: 


Bots! ie Wee oo oh ee a E ato ac by 
TECA pols pe Sl O gloi ell Ea or igre 
“Among my nation, there will certainly be people who permit forni- 

cation, silk, alcohol, and musical instruments. ..”8 


This clearly shows its prohibition, because something is only permit- 


7 Al-Bukhari and Muslim 
8 Sahih al-Bukhari 5590 
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ted if it was unlawful. And the Prophet spoke the truth, for 
surely there are some people from the ummah of Muhammad who 
use musical instruments and singing as though they are permis- 
sible, and they do not view them as impermissible. It is obligatory 
upon the Muslim to follow that which comes in the Qur'an and the 
Sunnah and to abandon the impermissible acts during the month of 
fasting—as the prohibition is stronger during this time—and outside 
the month of fasting. 


7. Being careless with learning the rules and regulations of 
fasting. 


It is obligatory upon the Muslim to know the clear rules and regula- 
tions of fasting which are binding upon him, such as the time to 
begin fasting and the time to complete the fast, what invalidates the 
fast, what he is prohibited from, the conditions of the fast, and the 
like. This is in order for his worship to be in its proper place and so 
he will be rewarded for it, due to the virtue of this knowledge. 
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1. Believing it is obligatory to pray two raka’at upon entering 
ihram.* 


There is no proof that this is obligatory; rather, the Prophet $% used 
to don the garment of ihrām after praying an obligatory prayer, so 
it is the Sunnah to don ihram after an obligatory prayer. Some of 
the scholars have said that it is recommended to pray two rakaat of 
ihram before entering ihram for the pilgrimage. This is based upon 
the authentic narration in which Jibril said to the Prophet %: 


IESG NT SH cols N Le 
“Pray in this blessed valley and say, ‘“‘Umrah along with Hajj.’”’ 


This proves that it is recommended to pray an optional prayer before 
ihram. 


! Translator’s note: Jhrām is a state of ritual consecration observed during Hajj and 
‘Umrah. During this time, the male pilgrim dons the garments of ihram. 


> Sahih al-Bukhari 1534 
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2. Apathy towards engaging in the prohibitions while in a state 
of ihram. 


This is the same as apathy towards the obligations of Hajj. Thus, it is 
obligatory to learn the various prohibitions during the state of ihram. 
These are the things the person must avoid while in a state of ihram. 


Allah the Exalted said: 


(tes isha ls 1s tog) ANG) 
And do not shave your heads until the sacrificial 
animal reaches the place of sacrifice 


[Surah al-Baqarah 2:196] 


The Prophet W said: 


“m 


YY EN YG YG LA WG gaiil aii gach Y 
Y5 ol 5 Es LS Y A a Ai A n ei EN ae 
ST 


“The muhrim (person in a state of ihrām) should not wear shirts, 


Noy 


trousers, a hooded garment, or leather socks, except for one who 
cannot find sandals, in which case he may wear leather socks but he 
should cut them (so that they are) lower than the ankles. And do not 
wear any clothes that have been dyed with saffron or warss°.”* 


These are some of the prohibitions, and it is obligatory to learn the 


remaining prohibitions and avoid them in order to safeguard the Hajj 
and receive the complete reward for it. 


3. The woman not covering properly in front of unrelated men. 


> Translator’s note: Warss is a plant that produces a yellow dye. 


4 Sahih al-Bukhari 5458; Sahih Muslim (1177) 


106 


Mistakes Related to Hajj 


It is obligatory upon the woman to cover her face and her entire body 
in the presence of non-related, marriageable men during Hajj and 
outside of Hajj. But during Hajj, if the woman is not in the presence 
of non-related men, then she uncovers her face, as has been authenti- 


cated by ‘A'ishah &. She said: 


alas athe AW Le all Sythe Bdge bi OLS oF 
lege de ely by gle GOS) Eas G I B Eu 
aS 3 Gaile 56 


“Riders would pass us when we accompanied the Messenger of Allāh 
#5 while we were in the state of ihram. When they came by us, one of 
us would let down her outer garment from her head over her face, and 
when they had passed on, we would uncover our faces.”” 


4. Women wearing clothes which resemble the men’s clothing. 


This is prohibited. The women are commanded by the legislation of 
Islam to avoid resembling men in their dress and appearance. Some 
women wear clothes that resemble men’s clothing or robes resembling 
men’s robes. Women don't have any specific garments for ihram, 
while she is categorically prohibited from imitating men. Ibn ‘Abbas 


88 said: 


ey SED Se Sagi ls Ae tN 3S aAA 
JU clad) Ge SIGE 


“The Messenger of Allah ¥ cursed men who imitate women and 
women who imitate men.”° 


Al-Hafiz (Ibn Hajar) mentioned in his explanation of Sahih 


5 Sunan Abi Dawid 1833; hadith hasan. 
6 Sahih al-Bukhari 5885 
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al-Bukhari: “Some of the scholars have said that what is meant by the 
prohibited resembling is resembling men in their garb, some manly 
characteristics, movements, and the like; not meaning resembling 
men in the affairs of good.” 


5. Taking photographs during the rites of Hajj, such as pictures 
for mementos. 


The evidence has proven that pictures of all types are not permissible. 
The evidence for the prohibition of pictures is general and it does not 
specify a certain type of picture. 


Ibn Mas’iid ## said, “I heard the Messenger of Allah $ saying: 


-2 


Opati aea y le ÓI Í Oy 


Verily, the most severely punished people of the Day of Judgment 
will be the picture makers.’”” 


«ce 


In the Arabic language, the word “picture maker” (ó TIEA) is knowr. 
as an agent noun® (Je aul), and the definite article is attached to 
it; thus, this format in the Arabic language shows that it is genera! 
to include all types of pictures, and there is not a permissible type 
of picture except for pictures of objects that do not contain souls. 
The evidence proves that taking pictures of objects without souls is 
permissible. The word “pictures” includes photographs, based upon 
the language and custom; thus, it is included in the prohibition. 
The prohibition of picture making includes the means that facilitate 
picture making. And that which is prohibited in order to block a path 
to harm is allowed when there is a prevailing benefit. For this reason. 
pictures for identification cards, licenses, and the like are allowed due 


” Sahih Muslim 2109 


* Translator’s note: An agent noun is a word that is derived from another word denoting 
an action, which identifies an entity that does that action. For example, “driver” is an 
agent noun formed from the verb “drive.” (Panther, Klaus-Uwe; Thornburg, Linda L.: 
Barcelona, Antonio (2009). Metonymy and Metaphor in Grammar) 
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to the benefit and there being no alternative, although it is hated and 
not advised. And Allah knows best. 


6. Kissing or rubbing the walls or doors of the Ka’bah. 


All of these actions are innovations and newly invented matters. As 
for rubbing the stones and various doors of the Ka’bah, seeking bless- 
ings from the stones and walls, this is shirk. This is because seeking 
blessings is to seek benefit and good, and this cannot be sought from 
stones and wood. This was mentioned in the section of aqidah in the 
hadith of Dhat Anwat. And the proof and evidence for this matter is 
clear. 


As for the walls of the Ka’bah, it is not legislated to rub them. It 
is only legislated to kiss and rub the black stone, and to touch the 
Yemeni corner. And it has been affirmed in the Sunnah that the 
person may place his chest, cheek, forearm, and body at the multa- 
zam (place of clinging)’. This has been narrated; it is the Sunnah and 
it is prescribed to do so, as it was done by the Prophet #8. As for the 
other walls of the Ka’bah, its pillars, and its curtain, wiping them or 
kissing them is an innovation. 


How wonderful is the retraction of Mu‘awiyah from wiping the two 
corners of the Kabah on the side of Sham, and accepting the state- 
ment of Ibn ‘Abbas. Mu‘awiyah ## said, “There is no spot on the 
Sacred House which is to be abandoned.” Ibn ‘Abbas ## said: 


(Hes Sl oh Js 3 pO ap 
Indeed, in the Messenger of Allah you have an excel- 
lent example. 


[Surah al-Ahzab 33:21] 


° The multazam is the part of the Ka’bah that is between the Black Stone and the door of 
the Ka’bah. 
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Mu‘awiyah said, “You have spoken the truth.” ° 
In similar fashion, it is upon the Muslim to return to the affirmed 
Sunnah and abandon innovation and newly invented matters. 


7. Facing Mount ‘Arafah while supplicating with du’a’, and 
climbing Mount ‘Arafah as an act of worship. 


Mount ‘Arafah is not specified with a particular virtue. The Messenger 
of Allah stood behind it, placing it in front of him in the direction of 


the giblah, and said: 


Bs ae o- 
Sh ae pe AA aS re aCe 

Cid ge LUIS aeg La ls ois 
“I am standing here, but all of ‘Arafah is the place of standing.” "' 
Therefore, facing it while making dua’ on the Day of ‘Arafah or other 
days has no special virtue, nor is it a reason for the supplication being 
accepted; rather, if the person adheres to this practice and believes 
that it is more virtuous, this action becomes an innovation. 


Climbing Mount ‘Arafah as an act of worship and drawing near tc 
Allah is an innovation which was not done by the Prophet ¥§. The 
Prophet ¥§ did not climb this Mount; rather, he only stood behind it. 
Thus climbing it as an act of worship—as it has been witnessed with 
the people crowding upon it—is an innovation and newly inventec. 
matter. And every innovation is misguidance. May Allah enlighter. 
the insight of the Muslims. 


8. Visiting some of the monuments which are not prescribed to 
visit as an act of worship, such as visiting the cave of Hira’. 


All of this is innovation and newly invented matters. The Messenger 


10 Collected by Ahmad and others. 
1! Sunan Abi Dawid 1907 
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of Allah ¥ did not go to any of these monuments, nor did his 
Companions or any of those who followed the Companions. And 
they preceded us to good and were more virtuous than those that 
followed them. 


Exalting monuments by visiting them is a means to shirk. For this 
reason, ‘Umar bin al-Khattab # saw people praying in a place they 
said the Prophet $% used to pray in, he said: 


gill 5ur 0 yas coja çk NG 13 ow oy airy a 
“Verily, those who came before you were only destroy by the like of 
this; following the remnants of their prophets.” '? 


9. Believing that wearing white during ihrām is better for 
women. 


This is a mistake of the common people. The woman is not prohib- 
ited from wearing her garments during i/ram with the exception of 
gloves and nigab. With the exception of these two, her clothes are 
permitted and there is not a particular type clothing which is better 
than another type of clothing. 


The clothes of the woman should not display her beauty, the beauty 
of her body, the shape of her body, or show her forearms or shins. Ibn 
‘Umar ## said about the Prophet %5: 


Pl 
Zo 


NEMS Ceol Ee ey Sladly aal yE ol! a sel E 


“He forbade women in the sacred state of ihrām to wear gloves, face 


"2 Collected by Saeed bin Mansour and Ibn Abi Shaybah with an authentic chain of 


narration. 
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veils and to wear clothes with dye of warss'> or saffron on them." 


The women should not wear clothes stained with dye or clothes with 
adornments. When ‘Ali # entered upon Fatimah, he found she had 
adorned a dyed garment and placed kohl on her eyes. He disapproved 
of this because he was not aware that she had exited from the state of 
ihram at the command of the Prophet %. 


a) che sb S25 lag ste cdl Ge ae all coy Ee ply 
EIEN hno VIS Cate) 5 LLG 15g A Toast ye ploy ale 
Gols ee ade al dhe all Je) ital ss LÉ Jb 
Js ae S55 CIS KS lg Co) KLE SI bi O25 

| C54 Lo CNS Jb „eleg ale alll io 


‘Ali # came from Yemen with an animal for sacrifice, while the 
Messenger of Allah ¥ brought an animal for sacrifice from al-Ma- 
dinah. Fatimah had put on a dyed garment and applied kohl to her 
eyes, and he (‘Ali) said, “I went to the Prophet to complain about that 
and to ask whether she could do that. I said, ‘O Messenger of Allah, 
Fatima had put on a dyed garment and applied kohl to her eyes, and 
she said, “My father $§ told me to do that.” He said, ‘She is telling 
the truth, she is telling the truth, she is telling the truth; I told her to 
do that.’”"° 


Thus it was as though it was affirmed amongst them that the woman 
is prohibited from wearing dyed clothes with adornments (during the 
state of ihram) but after that she can wear any color clothing she likes, 
and various types of silk, and garments and long as it completely 
covers her body from non-related men. 


3 Translator’s note: Warss is a plant that produces a yellow dye 
'§ Sunan Abi Dawtid 1827 
15 Sunan an-Nasa'i 2712 
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10. Believing Hajj is not complete without visiting the grave of 
the Prophet &. 


This belief is widespread amongst the common people in some 
countries, and it is outright error, because the pillars of Hajj, its 
obligations, and its sunan do not include visiting the grave. This fact 
has been agreed upon by the Companions, those that followed them, 
and the well-known Imams of this religion from the early virtuous 
generations, and by the four Imams. None of the narrations which 
mention visiting the grave of the Prophet $% after Hajj are authentic. 
If the pilgrim desires to pray in the masjid of the Prophet %, this is a 
recommended action, and the virtue of the prayer being multiplied 
one thousand times'®. 


Therefore, if the intention is to pray in the Prophet’s masjid; this is 
recommended due to its virtue. When he enters the masjid he prays 
what has been decreed for him to pray and then he conveys the salam 
to the Prophet #%. And those who are in near proximity to him and 
those who are far from him are the same in regard to conveying the 
salam and the return of the salām. He should not utter any false- 
hood”, and he should not stand there for a long time; rather he 
should only give the salām and then move on. This is what is beloved 


to the Prophet #8. 


11. Believing the authenticity of some fabricated ahadith. 


From these fabricated hadith are the following: 


16 Translator’s note: The Prophet $ said, “One prayer in this masjid of mine is better 
than one thousand prayers offered anywhere else, except al-Masjid al-Haram.” Narrated 
by al-Bukhari (1190); Sahih Muslim 1394. 


7 Translator’s note: The Messenger of Allah be upon him said, “I used to forbid you 
to visit graves, but now whoever wants to visit them let him do so, but do not utter any 
falsehood.” Narrated by an-Nasa'l (2033); classed as sahih by al-Albani in As-Silsilah as-Sa- 
hihah (886). 
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“Whoever performs Hajj to the Sacred House and does not visit me, 
has shunned me.”'* 


Beles) al cory Ai cle od wath yl ol dy S G o 
“Whoever visits my grave and the grave of my father Ibrahim during 
the year, the intercession has surely become mandatory for him.” 


pill oloh Keli yy ale i 


“If your affairs become difficult, go to the inhabitants of the graves.” "° 


tail po d pS isl 5! 


“If one of you believed in a stone, it would benefit him.””° 


These narrations are lies; the scholars have stated these narrations are 
fabrications with no basis. 


12. Walking backwards after the farewell tawaf. 


This is an innovation and newly invented matter. It has not been 
narrated that the Prophet $ or his Companions did this after 
performing the farewell tawdf, thus it is a newly invented matter and 
believing it to be correct is an innovation. 


13. Performing tawaf around the grave of the Prophet &. 


'* Translator’s note: Tarteeb al-Mawdooat by adh-Dhahabi (600); Al-Mawdooit by as- 
Saghani (52); Al-Fawãid al-Majmoo ah by ash-Shawkani (326). 


" Translator’s note: Shaykh ‘Uthaymeen said this is not a hadith from the Prophet $3. 
This is major shirk, as it directs people to go and pray to the inhabitants of the graves. 


™ Translator’s note: Shaykh Al Albani said, “Ibn Taymiyyah said this is a fabrication.” 
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This is shirk; and with Allah refuge is sought. Zawafis worship. Those 
who perform tawaf around the grave of the Prophet $ have made his 
grave into an idol. The Prophet $§ said: 


Ast B55 Jes Yl 


“O Allah, do not make my grave an idol that is worshiped.””! 


Allah the Exalted protected his grave and answered his supplication, 
thus his grave is not accessible. Thus the people have made his room 
and his house like the house of Allah and thus the perform tawaf 
around it. This is shirk. The only house which tawaf is performed 
around is the house of Allah (the Ka’bah), which has been prescribed 
for tawaf. 


14. Apathy towards spending the night at Muzdalifah and Mina. 


Spending the night of sacrifice at Muzdalifah and staying overnight 
in Mina during the Days of Tashriq is from the obligations of Hajj. 
Allah the Exalted said: 


pias tee a SSG bE Uf Lei 136 > 
TA 
Then when you leave ‘Arafah, remember Allāh at the 
sites of the Haram. 


[Surah al-Baqarah 2:198] 


This is proof of its obligation, because the Messenger of Allah $% 
explained this command with his action in obedience to Allah. He 
remained in Muzdalifah until he prayed Fajr prayer there and it 
became very light outside. But he gave an allowance for those who 


were weak to leave Muzdalifah after half the night. A'ishah &@ said: 


21 Muwatta Malik 
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ley ade alli le - al O55 Lise6 ala T oi (33 5 Si 
Af os pth a8 5 ey GS. 

“Sawdah was a slow-moving woman, so she asked the Messenger of 

Allah $$ for permission to depart from the night of Muzdalifah ahead 


? 


of the people, and he gave her permission.””” 


Ibn ‘Abbas # said: 


te a WSN DS Ley ale a le bA pb as LS 


“I was one those whom the Prophet #§ sent ahead on the night of 
Muzdalifah among the weak ones of his family.”* 


Asma’ ® said: 


Al) Gal glory ade Wl dhe EA 81 
»24 


“The Prophet $ granted permission to the women.”? 


This includes the women who had an excuse and those who did not. 
The pilgrim has obeyed the command and performed the obligation 
of spending the night at Muzdalifah if they stay most of the night, 
and that means more than half or a little more than that. This is the 
viewpoint of most of the people of knowledge. 


Likewise, staying at Mina during its nights is an obligation. An allow- 
ance is made for those who have an excuse to spend the night in 
Makkah or other places; such as those individuals who give water to 
the pilgrims or take care of their needs. This is proven by the hadith 
of Ibn ‘Abbas %. He said: 


2 Sahih Muslim 1290 
3 Sunan an-Nasa i 3033 
4 Sahih Muslim 1291 
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cs PN Sy Cag ON elang ale Ul le all Jaig 2 te) Stes 

4) O36 aún JH i 
“Abbas asked the Messenger of Allāh £§ for permission to stay 
overnight in Makkah on the nights of Mina for the purpose of supply- 


ing water to the pilgrims, and he gave him permission.”” 


That which is not obligatory can be done without seeking permis- 
sion. Thus seeking permission is proof of its obligation. And this is 
contained in the statement of Allah the Exalted: 


{ oya oll a LI S515 Y 
And remember Allah during the appointed Days. 
[Surah al-Baqarah 2:203] 


Asim 8 said: 
Se BE g YN ney adh ley ale a she =i Ips 3 


“The Messenger of Allah W excused the herdsmen of camels from 
sleeping at Mina.”’° 


This excuse given to the herdsmen proves that without an excuse it 
remains an obligation. 
15. Staying up at night for a long time without a need to do so. 


This is in opposition to the Sunnah. As comes in the hadith of Ja'far 
bin Muhammad 832. He said: 


5 Sunan Abi Dawid 1959 
% Bulugh al-Maram 771 
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mec pic} oj alll Jl c o AER pA G 1 deal sjah a 

ea lab 35 sabi 3 >| * E es 
“He came to Muzdalifah and he prayed Maghrib and ‘Isha’ with ore 
adhan and two igdmah with no glorification in between, then he laid 
down until Fajr entered.””’ 


Therefore, it is from the guidance of the Prophet $% to avoid staying 
up after ‘Isha’ except if there is a need such as knowledge or a benefit. 


16. The belief that wearing a watch or sandals with thread is 
prohibited. 


This is a mistake. The person is a state of ihram is prohibited frora 
wearing sewn clothing. And the meaning of sewn clothing is the 
garments stitched according to the limbs of the body like a Thoub or 
pants and the like. The word ‘sewn garments’ was mentioned by some 
of the Salaf explaining the statement of the Prophet $5: 


Yo yı i NG ott NG esha 5 “yap h aed! Alea 
Vy of 5 ta UY Sh 3 HAE u ei A os 

; ws 
“The muhrim (person in a state of ihram) should not wear shirts, 
trousers, a hooded garment, or leather socks, except for one who 
cannot find sandals, in which case he may wear leather socks but he 


should cut them (so that they are) lower than the ankles. And do not 
wear any clothes that have been dyed with saffron or warss.”?® 


Thus it is permissible for the person in a state of iram to wear sandals 
as they are. As for watches and the like, the person can avoid wearing 


7 Sunan Ibn Majah 
28 Al- Bukhari (5458) and Muslim (1177) 
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them to be on the safe side, based upon the statement of Ibn ‘Umar 


“Do not attach to yourselves anything.” 
And Allah knows best. 


17. Using musical instruments during Hajj and outside of Hajj. 


It is not permissible to utilize musicians or musical instruments. The 
proof for this was mentioned in the section on fasting. 


18. Stoning the jamarat before the appropriate time. 


If the person stones the jamarat before the appropriate time it does 
not count and they must return to stone at the appropriate time. The 
time for stoning the jamarat is on the day of sacrifice (Eid) for the 
entire day, or during the night of Eid (at the end of the night) for 
those who left Muzdalifah at the end of the night. Also this can be 
done during the days at Mina after the sun has passed its zenith. This 
has been affirmed in Sahih al-Bukhari from the hadith of Ibn ‘Umar, 
he said: 


ee ee o {tan a Oe ae Le 
“We used to wait until the sun passed its meridian, then we stoned 
(the jamarat).”*° 


Jabir #4 said: 


pull ex ore 5 pool ee. ehy ade al be Al Sw) esl, 


9 Collected by Ibn Abi Shaybah in The Book of Hajj. 
” Sahih al-Bukhari 1746 
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wet Jls dey US de Cry 


“I saw the Messenger of Allah $§ stoning the jamarat at the forenoon 
on the day of sacrifice, and after that he stoned it after the sun had 
passed the meridian.”>' 


19. Washing the stones before throwing them. 


This is a mistake because the stones are not impure. And it is not a 
condition that they be pure. The Messenger of Allah $% throw the 
stones without washing them, and in the Messenger of Allah $% we 
have an excellent example. 


Al-Muwaffaq its said: “It has been narrated from Ahmad that this 
(washing the stones) is not recommended and it has not reached us 
that this was done by the Prophet #§. And this position is correct. 
It is likewise the position of ‘Ata, Malik, and many of the scholars. 
The Prophet $% collected stones as he rode upon his camel. He held 
them in his hand and he did not wash them nor did he order anyone 
to wash them. Washing the stones has no required significance. If 
the person throws stones which are impure, it suffices because it is a 


pebble.” 


20. Women crowding with the men at the Black Stone. 


The woman is an awrah and it is upon her to avoid crowding with 
the men. She must go towards that which will cause her to fall into 
sin and decrease her Hajj or her obligations by crowding with the 
men or being a sight for them to look at. 


Kissing the black stone is not obligatory. For those who are able to do 
so with ease without crowding, then this is good; if not, it is obliga- 
tory to avoid crowding. The Prophet %¥ said to ‘Umar: 


3! Sahih Muslim 1299 
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pod de pale Y Ssh fey Hb pe b 


“O ‘Umar, you are a strong man; do not crowd around the stone.”*” 


This has been collected by Ahmad with some weakness in the chain 
of narration. 


Crowding which entails that which is forbidden in the legislation is 
prohibited. It has been collected in Sahih al-Bukhari: 


ghd V JEM Ge Ss Gye we Wl Qo, ite CIF 

„Èg 8 calle CHG oN Aly ees calli Sial Ss 
“A'ishah & used to perform tawaf around the stone separately from 
the men and never mixed with them. Once a woman said to her, ‘O 


Mother of the Believers, let’s go touch the stone.’ A'ishah respond- 
ed:,You go without me.’ And she refused to go.”*? 


This statement was disapproval from ‘A'ishah &. 


21. Entrusting others to throw the stones on your behalf 
without necessity. 


There is no problem with women and the weak entrusting others 
to throw the stones on their behalf, due to the crowding and harm 
that occurs. But if there is no crowding or harm, there is no excuse. 
A group of scholars said: Entrusting someone to throw the stones 
on another's behalf is permissible for supererogatory acts are allowed 
outright, for those who have the ability or those who do not have the 


ability. 


> Classed as strong by al-Albani in his treatise on the rites of Hajj and ‘Umrah. 


3 Sahih al-Bukhari 1618 
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22. Believing the Shaytan is present where the stones are 
thrown at the jamarat. 


This is incorrect. These three places are the places where Shaytan 
appeared to our Prophet Ibrahim %. Thus these are places of worship. 
where Allah is worshiped by throwing the stones and remembering 
Him. Shaytan is not present standing upon the jamarat. 


23. Leaving ‘Arafah before sunset, and leaving Muzdalifah 
before half of the night. 


As for remaining in ‘Arafah until after the sun has set; this is obliga- 
tory. The Prophet $ remained there until the sun set and the yellow 
afterglow had diminished a little. This is the meaning of the hadith of 
Jabie™: 


Therefore it is mandatory to remain in ‘Arafah for a part of the night 
even if just for a small portion of it based upon the hadith of Urwah 
bin Mudarris.” 


Whoever departs before sunset must offer a sacrifice as atonement. 


Likewise remaining and spending the night in Muzdalifah is oblig- 
atory. This was done by the Prophet §. He only gave an allowed 
to the weak amongst them and the women and those with them as 
previously mentioned. Whoever does not remain in Muzdalifah until 


half the night has abandoned an obligation. The Prophet $§ said: 


^ Sunan Abi Dawid 1905 


* Translator’s note: Urwah bin Mudarris said: “I saw the Messenger of Allah standing 
in Muzdalifah and he said: ‘Whoever offers this prayer with us here then stands with us 
and stood before that in ‘Arafah by night or by day, his Hajj is complete. Sunan an-Nasd'i 
3039 
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“Take from me your rituals [of Hajj].”*° 


24. Fasting the day of ‘Arafah for those standing on ‘Arafah. 


The Prophet % did not fast the day of ‘Arafah while present at ‘Arafah. 
It was narrated by Maymunah Ẹ¥: 


So BE ley ale al he ab S25 ple gs LXE tl 5 
fe hd Byl a Lasts Aj All ey Se ll ES 

a Oks ly 
“The people were not sure whether the Prophet $% was fasting on the 


day of ‘Arafah, so she sent him some milk when he was standing in 
‘Arafah, and he drank it while the people were looking towards him.”*’ 


25. Busying the people with collecting stones for the jamarat 
when they first enter Muzdalifah. 


It is from the guidance of the noble Prophet ¥§ that he collected 
stones the morning of the sacrifice. Ibn ‘Abbas ## said: 


de ily yag Lindi Se glory ale Ul lo Wl Jya J db 
Si E E E AGT EE 
La silly Sby o ly Yj Stel Jy co Fer? 

cpl A sll pS OT or Elle 
“The Messenger of Allah # said to me on the morning of al-Aqabah 


when he was standing atop his camel: ‘Come and pick up pebbles for 
me.’ So I picked up for him pebbles which were a little bigger than 


3% Narrated by Muslim (1297). 
3” Sahih Muslim 1124 
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a chickpea. He put them in his hand and said, “With pebbles like 
this stone (the jamarat)... and beware of going to extremes, for those 
who came before you were destroyed because of going to extremes in 


religion.” 


* Ibn Majah 3029 
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Transactions 


1. Selling what the person does not possess without authoriza- 
tion from the owner. 


This is not permissible. Hakim bin Hizam ## said: 


ob AsV GCS GA SEI cule GG ail 


Sass 


“I came to the Messenger of Allah $$ and said, ‘A man may come to 
me wanting to buy something that I do not possess; should I buy it 
for him from the marketplace then sell it to him?’ He said, ‘Do not 
sell that which you do not possess.’”! 


The scholars have said the meaning of “that which you do not possess” 


Ahmad 14887. Classified as sahih by al-Albani in /rwa’ al-Ghaleel 1292. 
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means that which you do not own. There is a similar hadith from 
Amr bin Shuaib narrated from his father by way of his grandfather; 
he said, the Prophet $ said: 


4 op ot ye 80 AE oF 5 a(t 65 Re weer wpe 4 on 
“It is not lawful to lend and sell at the same time, nor two conditions 


in a sale, nor to profit from what is not possessed, nor to sell what one 
does not have.”” 


2. Selling an unknown product. 


An example of this is someone selling something the buyer has not 
seen, or does not comprehend by way of a detailed description. The 
sale of an unknown commodity is invalid and impermissible. There 
are prohibitions for transactions involving selling various types of 
unknown commodities; such as selling the spoils of war before they 
have been distributed’, and transactions known as Mulamash and 
Munabadhaha’', and transactions known as Hasah (transactions deter- 
mined by throwing a stone) and Gharar (transactions which involved 
some uncertainty)’, and Habal al-Habalah (selling the offspring 
> Jami’ at-Tirmidhi 1234 

* Translator’s note: Narrated by Abi’ Hurayrah: The Messenger of Allah $% forbade sell- 
ing spoils of war until they are distributed (Sunan Abi Dawid 3369). 


* Translator’s note: Abii Saeed Al-Khudri said: “The Messenger of Allah £% forbade two 
kinds of garments and two kinds of transactions. As for the two kinds of transactions, they 
are Mulamash and Munabadhaha. Munabadha is when a man says, ‘I throw this garment, 


and the transaction becomes binding, and Mulamasah is when a man touches a garment 
with his hand, without spreading it out and checking it, and once he touches it, the trans- 
action becomes binding.” (Sunan an-Nasai 4515). 


* Translator’s note: Abii Hurayrah said:” The Messenger of Allah $% prohibited the Gharar 
sale, and the Hasah sale.” (Jami’ at- Tirmidhi 1230) Imam Shafi’i said: “The Gharar sale in- 
cludes selling fish that are in the water, selling a runaway slave, selling birds that are in the 
sky, and similar type of sales. And the meaning of Hasah sale is when the seller says to the 
buyer: “When I toss the pebble at you, then the sale between you and I is final.’ 
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of an unborn offspring)°, and fish which are still in the water and 
similar transactions. There are affirmed prohibitions for all of these 
transactions in the Sunnah. This type of sell is prohibited due to the 
uncertainty it involves; either uncertainty of the specific production 
or its description. Selling an unknown product is prohibited and the 
prohibition necessitates that the transaction is invalid. 


3. Selling a product without clarifying a known defect. 


This is deception. The Prophet W said: 


P 

l a rana Fa 

ae Gas oye 
a Cpls 


“Whoever deceives us is not from us.” 


It is not permissible to conceal the defect of a product. Ubah bin 
Amir @ said, “I heard the Prophet $ say: 


a A p) z ° gf o 
od “a o7 . [Zor k o E iip o3” 5 z o s i Slo A 
aj 


The Muslim is the brother of another Muslim, it is not permissi- 
ble for a Muslim to sell his brother goods in which there is a defect, 


2998 


oe 


without pointing that out to him. 


4. Selling old gold with new gold and adding a fee. 


This is giving more in return for less of the same commodity, and 
this is from usury. Gold and silver and that which takes its place it 
not permissible to sell, unless it is hand to hand and like gold for like 


6 Translator’s note: Ibn ‘Umar said, “The Prophet ¥ forbade selling the offspring of the 
offspring of a pregnant animal.” (Sunan an-Nasa i 4624) 


7 Sahih Muslim 101 
8 Sunan Ibn Majah 
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gold. It is the same whether it is gold coins or molded, as long as it 


remains gold. It is not affected by being molded. The Prophet $ said: 


asi dé pies aas V5 Jin eV) CA CAD 1A Y 
“Do not sell gold for gold except like for like, and do not let the 


quantities differ.”” 


In Sahih Muslim the wording is: 


sly Jin Se oy Oy Y Sab Gj Cail BIN Vb 


“Do not sell gold for gold and silver for silver weight for weight or of 
the same quality.”'° 


Whoever wants to buy new gold and they have old molded gold, 
then let them sell the old gold for a price, and once he has the money 
in his hand he can buy the gold from wherever he likes, whether it is 
molded or not. 


5. Completing two transactions in one. 


This transaction is prohibited based upon what has been narrated 


from Abū Hurayrah 8; he said that the Messenger of Allah $% said: 


-2 ace BA aioe 072 07 
“If anyone makes two transactions cabina in one RT he 
should have the lesser of the two or it will involve usury.”!! 


Abū Hurayrah #¢ said: 


” Collected in AL Bukhari and Muslim from the hadith of Sa’eed al-Khudri. 
10 Sahih Muslim 1584 
1! Sunan Abi Dawtid 3461 


128 


Mistakes Related to Business Transactions 


"207 . oro 97 Ae) 017 Pd ee ae - ae 
Bd ot of og le A she alll yes ct 


“The Messenger of Allah # forbade two transactions in one.” !” 


Ibn al-Qayyim 4% said: “This is when the person says ‘I will sell you 
this merchandise for ten in cash or for twenty in installments, this 
is an ‘Eenah transaction'’. This is the meaning of the hadith. If the 
intent is immediate cash for deferred cash, then he only deserves to 
accept the principle amount, and it is the lower of the two prices. If 
he takes the higher of the two prices then he has accepted interest. 
And there is no way around one of two scenarios, either he takes the 
lower of the two prices or he takes interest. And this narration cannot 
be understood in any other way.” 


6. Selling impermissible merchandise, such as cigarettes, 
magazines with pictures of women, cigarette advertisements, 
indecent films, machines and devices which are used for imper- 
missible acts, or the selling of books that contain passion or 
lowly ideologies. 


The scholars have said that selling items like those mentioned in 
not permissible. The tribulation caused by magazines and movies is 
tremendous, and its prohibition is clear. Allah the Exalted said: 


Cel elg bly SY fp Ed! el b> 
O Prophet! Tell your wives and your daughters and 
the women of the believers to draw their cloaks (veils) 


"2 At-Tirmidhi 985 


'3 Translator’s note: To sell something for a price to be paid at a later date, then to buy it 
back for a lower price to be paid immediately. The buyer acquires cash and will pay back a 
higher amount after a while, so it is as if it is a loan in the form of a sale. 
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all over their bodies 
[Surah al-Ahzab 33:59] 


This is because she calls to indecency. Allah the Exalted said: 


wf ts Adis ° E a Z Je Diis T 

{ obs 
Verily, those who like that (the crime of) illegal sexual 
intercourse should be propagated among those who 
believe, they will have a painful torment in this world 


and in the Hereafter. And Allāh knows and you know 
not. 


[Sūrah an-Nur 24:19] 
The Messenger of Allah 8 said: 


DÉI gin bat sel DSS S6 B32 are 
“The woman is awrah (that which should be covered) when she goes 
out Shaytan raises the glances towards her.”'4 


So how about those enchanting seductive pictures of the disbelieving 
women?! The prohibition of this is known by way of the evidence and 
the consensus of the scholars, therefore the money earned from this is 


likewise unlawful. The Prophet % said: 


eee > fni oa 13! alll of 
“When Allah forbids a thing, He also forbids its price.” '’ 


Consequently, to consume an unlawful earning is to consume filth 
and that which is impermissible. 


14 Jami’ at-Tirmidhi 1173 
1$ Collected by Abi Dawid 3488 
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We ask Allah for safety and security. 


7. Selling music cassettes and videos which contain images of 
women, corrupt ideologies, and indecency. 


This affair has been clarified in the 6" affair. 


8. Artificially inflating prices; this is to offer the seller more 
than the selling price without having an intention to purchase 
the product. 


Ibn ‘Umar # said: 


Poe eG ley ale wl Le i Jg 9 
“The Prophet forbade artificially inflating'® prices.” 


17 


9. The sale of a Muslim over the sale of his brother. 


For example this is to say to a person who is selling merchandise for 
ten riyals “I will buy it from you for twelve riyals.” Or if a person 
buys a product for eight riyals, so another man says I will sell you the 
same product for six riyals. This is not permissible and this is a reason 
for brothers turn their back on each other, boycotting each other and 
envy. Abū Hurayrah ## said, the Prophet $% said: 


45) i le EN AY 


'6 Translator’s note: Abū Isa At-Tirmidhi said: “An-Najsh is when a man who knows 
about the goods comes to the owner of the goods to offer him more than what it is worth, 
doing so in the presence of the buyer. He intends to seduce the buyer while he himself 
does not want to buy it, rather he only wants to deceive the buyer with his offer. And this 
is type of deceit.” (Jami’ at-Tirmidhi 1304) 


" Sunan an-Nasa i 4505 
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“No man should sell over the sale of his brother.”'® 


10. Deception and fraud in sales. 


Deception is not permissible. The Prophet %# said: 


É ctl GE 


“Whoever deceives us is not Aas us. 


f 


»19 


Likewise fraud is prohibited and not permissible. This is proven by 
the statement of the Prophet %#: 


alg pY Ifa N 


“Do not tie the udders of camels or sheep.””° 


The meaning of fraud is to beautify a product you want to sell at the 
time of sell while concealing a defect in order to sell the merchandise. 


11. Using false oaths to promote merchandise. 


Using false oaths removes the blessings from the sale. The Prophet $$ 
said: 

LS ts iLL Mis 5 WI fol 
“The false oath is beneficial for the sale, but it removes the blessings 
from the earnings.”?! 


Allah the Exalted said: 


'S Sunan an-Nasā'i 4506 

" Sahih Muslim 101 

°” Sahih Muslim 1515 

*! Agreed upon by al-Bukhari and Muslim 
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ct 4 \e 12-2 0 of A o z we 2 6 
HÍ AG CS gladly alll dey OYE pill Ob 
sag V5 Ab Ags Y meV d w Gy Y 

aee ys BY5 stall oy ¢ a] 


Verily, those who purchase a small gain at the cost of 
Allah’s Covenant and their oaths, they shall have no 
portion in the Hereafter. Neither will Allah speak to 
them, nor look at them on the Day of Resurrection, 
nor will He purify them, and they shall have a painful 


torment. 


[Sarah Ali ‘Imran 3:77] 


The Messenger of Allah ¥ said: 


Sie EE No ESSIE ukili y ab Hi Y Bb 
5 Á IS ye 8 dag a th Jo dy wis JG al 

tle hth Seis Spot J6 yes wh op ets LY 
“There are three to whom Allah will not speak on the Day of 
Resurrection, nor will He look at them or purify them, and theirs 
will be a severe torment.” The Messenger of Allah $§ repeated it three 
times. Aba Dharr said, “They are lost and doomed. Who are they, O 
Messenger of Allah?” He said, “The one who lets his garment hang 
below his ankles, the one who reminds others of his favor, and the one 


»22 


who sells his product by means of false oaths.”?? 


The narrations proving the prohibition of false oaths and how they 
remove the blessing from the sale are numerous. 


> Sahih Muslim 102 
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12. Lack of concern with learning the rules and regulations of 
business transactions. 


Many of the Muslims are lackadaisical in regard to learning the rules 
and regulations. Not learning the rules and regulations could lead to 
consuming impermissible wealth, invalid transactions, and acquisi- 
tion of wealth which is unlawful. It is incumbent upon the merchant 
to learn the principles of buying and selling so he will be from the 
successful. 


It has been narrated that ‘Umar ## used to go around the market 
place hitting some of the merchants with a switch while saying: “No 
one should sell in our market except for the one who has understand- 
ing of the religion, if not then he will consume usury willingly or 
unwillingly.” 


And in another narration, ‘Umar #4 said: 


“No one should sell in our marketplace except those who have knowl- 
edge of the religion.”™ 


3 At-Tirmidhi 487 
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1. The youth resembling the West in their dress and hairstyles. 


Imitating the disbelievers in matter which are particular to them 
such as clothing and general physical appearance is prohibited. The 
Prophet $% said: 


rts 58 gph EES Uy 


“Whoever resembles a people is from them.” 


As it relates to clothing; the Prophet #§ forbade the Muslims from 
wearing the garments of the disbelievers. ‘Abdullah bin Amr bin 


al-Aws said: 
iá b OS fries oF ee ol ag ae AM, be alll iy) eels 
Aged 36 USI G &y 


“The Messenger of Allah $ saw me wearing two garments dyed with 
safflower and said: “These are garments of the disbelieves; so do not 


! Aba Dawid 4031 
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wear them.’”? 


This proves wearing clothes particular to the disbelievers in not 
permissible. In Sahih al-Bukhari and Sahih Muslim it states: 


pill Jas a LII fal Le glory ale alll he call ol 
“The Prophet $ opposed the way of the People of the Book in regard 


to leaving the hair loose.”* 


Imitating them in matter specific to them falls upon the general 
meaning of the statement of the Prophet $: 


oso 2 8e oa 29ga 
“Whoever resembles a people is from them.” 


The scholars have stated this narration necessitates the prohibitior. 
of imitating the disbelievers in matters particular to them, likewise 
it is understood that imitating the pagans is prohibited and we are 
commanded to differ from them. 


2. Allowing sports to distract them from the prayer and other 
obligations. 


This is due to weak faith or its disappearance. Allah the Exalted said: 
ear JI léi "J ea Re FPF % 
ee E a A < & é 
q É o Oy Olga 


Then, there has succeeded them a posterity who have 
given up the prayers and followed lusts. So they will 


? Muslim 2077 
3 Collected in al-Bukhari and Muslim 
4 Aba Dawid 4031 
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be thrown in Hell. 
[Surah Maryam 19:59] 


Prayer is a pillar of the religion. It must be given precedence over 
every desire and game. It is established during its proper time. Allah 
has threaten those who are apathetic towards the prayer, thus they do 
not remember it because it does not hold a high regard with them. 


He said: 


fli GI yO EF pists = Se oF wo? 
{O oale Gre oF A Gell D laal Ly } 
So woe to those who pray, those who delay their 
prayer from their stated fixed times 
[Surah al-Ma’tn 107:4-5] 
It is obligatory upon whoever hears the call to prayer to respond 


to it (by attending the prayer) and to not become preoccupied and 
distracted from the prayer with play, business or the like. 


3. Listening to the impermissible, watching indecency, and 
reading magazines and destructive newspapers. 


4. Wearing tight and transparent clothing, growing the 
mustache, and shaving the beard. 


5. Traveling abroad and traveling to practice lowly vices. 


6. Using musical instruments. 


These affairs have been previously clarified, and warned against. Its 
rules and proofs have been mentioned. May Allah have mercy upon 
the slave who seeks safety and abandons sins and performed the 
obligations. 
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1. Reading magazines, books, and newspapers that encour- 
age wickedness and that which opposes Islamic legislation and 
destroys good character. 


2. Watching romance and detective movies and plays, which 
grow wickedness and a love of crime. 


3. Wasting time watching soccer matches and wrestling. which 
have no point. 


4. Listening to singers and music. 
It is known by the legislative texts that these four matters are prohib- 


ited, and the proof has been separately mentioned. Allah the Exalted 
said: 


(Vita Se OS GS AE agi cals AA 15> 
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Verily! The hearing, and the sight, and the heart, of 
each of those you will be questioned (by Allah). 


[Surah al-Isra' 17:36] 


Watching pictures that show the awrah of men (area of the body 
which should be covered) such as wrestling, or shows which reveal 
the awrah of women such as movies and soap operas is prohibited. It 
is incumbent to avoid this. Likewise listening to music, the proof that 
it is impermissible has already been mentioned. It is likewise oblig- 
atory to abandon reading books which don’t benefit the Muslims, 
in order to safeguard his religion, seeking the afterlife, and seeking 
safety from sins and its effects. 


As for watching soccer matches, if it distracts them from the prayer 
and obligations then it is prohibited. If it does not divert them from 
the prayer and does not contain anything prohibited, it is still better 
to abandon watching these matches. 


Many of them have a type of sports fanaticism and loyalty for other 
than Allah and aspects of the Pre-Islamic Days of Ignorance. 


5. Being lackadaisical towards enjoining the good and forbid- 
ding the evil. 


Enjoining the good and forbidding the evil is incumbent upon every 
Muslim according to their ability. These are the keys to good for this 
ummah. 


Sypaly oy WY Casi zi ye as 
$ a Oy aly. a eure 
€ Mb Opay Sosll LS OF gas 
You are the best of peoples ever raised up for mankind; 


you enjoin the good and forbid the evil, and you 
believe in Allah. 


[Sarah Ali ‘Imran 3:110] 
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Showing apathy towards enjoining the good is not permissible, rather 
abandoning it and showing apathy towards it is a reason for the curse 
of Allah, His Anger and it allows His punishment to befall those who 
do so. Allah the Exalted said: 


545 les (le J oh xt IAS Goll Gel Y 
lS O Oger |G Ia Ke 1 EWS aay yl ue £5 


(Obit isu oij ia SE og opts Y 
Those among the Children of Israel who disbelieved 
were cursed by the tongue of Dawid and Jesus son of 
Maryam. That was because they disobeyed and were 
ever transgressing beyond bounds. They used not to 
forbid one another from the evil which they commit- 

ted. Vile indeed was what they used to do. 


[Surah al-Ma’idah 5:78-79] 


The Muslim ummah calls towards good and enjoins the good. This is 
what Allah has commanded and the good results of this are known by 
the legislation. Abandoning enjoining the good and forbidding the 
evil is a reason for the supplication to be rejected. Thus the people 
will supplicate and will not be answered. This is a great calamity, as 
none of us are independent of needing Allah even for the blink of an 


eye. The Messenger of Allah ¥ said: 


day Ob fes e MN Kai sh Se ge pgs ady Snes 
AS Dist VG GE GS asie Ca Ube SHE 
“Either you command good and forbid evil, or Allah will soon send 


upon you a punishment from Him, then you will call upon Him, but 
He will not respond to you.”! 


It is obligatory for those who are enjoined to good and forbidden 
from evil to obey the command of Allah and His Messenger. And 


! Jimi’ at-Tirmidhi 2169 
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they must understand that those who enjoin them to good only want 
good for them and safety. They love that they should earn good deeds 
and elevate in degrees. Thus they must accept this advice with appre- 
ciation, perchance Allah will forgive and pardon them. 
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1. Traveling abroad for vacation and what accompanies it from 
neglecting obligations and using the impermissible. 


This is obvious evil, and clearly impermissible. Traveling to lands 
where polytheism, evil, and allowance of prohibited actions is present 
is not permissible except due to necessity; for those whom are able to 
display their religion and openly display the truth and tawheed. As for 
traveling accompanied by sin and leaving off the obligations, and not 
openly displaying the religion; no scholar has said this is permissible. 
This is a calamity. Those who are saved are those whom Allah saves. 


2. Befriending the disbelievers and imitating them in actions 
and speech. 


Allah the Exalted said: 


3K i o A 0,8 D Ios aby ems laa ae Y% 


poe? 
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L ne 
You will not find any people who believe in Allah 
and the Last Day, making friendship with those who 
oppose Allah and His Messenger, even though they 
were their fathers, or their sons, or their brothers, or 


their kindred (people). 
[Surah al-Mujadila 58:22] 


Befriending the disbelievers negates faith, either completely or 
according to the situation. It is obligatory to break the connection 
of friendship because the enemies of Allah, His legislation, and His 
religion; are loved or befriended by those who love Allah and His 
Messenger. How wonderful is the statement of Ibn al-Qayyim wl! 


OLS 5 NS Lee Le 6 ey Gell ele! EE 


“Do you love the enemies of the beloved (Prophet Muhammad) while 
claiming to love him? That is not possible!” 


As for imitating them in their actions and speech, this issue has 
already been clarified. It is not permissible based upon the statement 


of the Prophet &: 


“Whoever resembles a people is from them.”! 


3. Not giving da’wah in the lands of disbelief and not displaying 
the beauty of Islam. 


Displaying the religion of Islam is from the conditions which allow 
travel to the lands of the pagans. Therefore the person who is not able 
to do that is not permitted to travel there. The Muslim is required 
to perfect his religion and increase his faith by inviting people to 


' Abn Dawid 4031 
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Islam and openly displaying his religion wherever he may be. ‘This 
is more so need in the lands of disbelief. This is from the guidance 
of the Companions of the Prophet %¥ and those that followed them. 
They entered the lands of disbelief inviting them to Islam. Thus Allah 
benefited a large number of people by way of them. May Allah be 
pleased with them. 


4. Defaming the Muslims by committing evil actions, and the 
evil manners of some Muslims abroad. 


The Muslim is an example, and he is not representing himself, rather 
he is representing his religion and the ummah of Muslims as a whole. 
Perhaps he will prevent some people who want to enter Islam due to 
their behavior and their representation of the religion. 


5. Encouraging the Muslims to travel abroad and praising the 
lands of disbelief and their actions. 


These individuals call to sin, thus they will incur the sin and the sin 
of those who work according to their encouragement. The Prophet 


¥ said: 


get. 
aoe oF 


OS fatty Y ias a Pl ee SW Ge DOW cb Ji es i 
SA pT be BY Se ale OF TS Sy eS By EE pay tl by 
BS gall Ls GUS Laas Y Sa 


“Whoever calls others to guidance will have a reward like that of those 
who follow it, without that detracting from their reward in the slight- 
est. And whoever calls others to misguidance will have a burden of 
sin like that of those who follow it, without it detracting from their 
burden in the slightest.”” 


* Muslim 2674 
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The Messenger of Allah $ said: 


23 


in Sedo i Beh a 
“And whoever introduces a bad Pen in act will baie the 


burden of sin for that, and the burden of those who do it after him, 
without that detracting from their burden in the slightest.”* 


6. Muslim women being lackadaisical in regard to wearing 
hijab and uncovering when they travel abroad 


The evidence for this issue was previously presented for the obligation 
for the woman to cover and safeguard all of her body. We have heard 
of some of the Muslim women abandoning their /ijab when they 
arrive to a country which is not their native country. The reason is the 
absence of truly venerating faith, and forsaking obedience of Allah 
and obedience of His Messenger concerning the Aijab. Allah is the 
object of worship and obeyed in every place and location, thus the 
women and men must obey Him in their homeland and abroad. 


aay Sie os ay ol |% 
Surely, Allāh is Ever an All-Watcher over you. 
[Sūrah an-Nisa’ 4:1] 


Any women desiring safety from the Hellfire and the punishment of 
the grave must obey Allah and adhere to His commands and obliga- 
tions. She must avoid uncovering and revealing herself. How many 
faces revealed and shins uncovered will be scorched by the Hellfire in 
the grave and on the Day of Judgment! 


Any women desiring Paradise let her rush towards it by obedience 
and adhering to the Aijab and covering. The devoted, chaste women; 


3 Muslim 1017 
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their abode is Paradise and the pleasure of the Most Merciful. 


Don't be frightened by the many who fall into sin, because those who 
will be saved are always few in number. 


CW fone ye Id N a a GS! abi Ol} Y 
And if you obey most of those on earth, they will 


mislead you far away from Allah’s Path. 


[Surah al-An’am 6:116] 


(IBY doe GAT a5 
And none believed with him, except a few. 


[Surah Hud 11:40] 
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Ties of Kinship 


1. Not visiting the relatives. 


This perhaps can be considered breaking the ties of kinship and the 
Muslim is commanded to uphold the ties of kinship. The Messenger 
of Allah $ said: 


ass pod £5 oh E 
“Whoever believes in Allah and the last day let him maintain the ties 


of kinship.” 


Keeping the ties of kinship results in reward, increased provisions, 
and prolonging the life span. In the /adith of Anas in Malik 2, the 
Messenger of Allah $ said: 


“Whoever ae ise his provision is er and his life span 


' Sahih al-Bukhari 6138 
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prolonged then let him maintain the ties of kinship.”” 


Not keeping the ties of kinship is to break the ties of kinship. Allah 
the Exalted said: 


stad pl g Nada o jis o is Je) 

Ee EE oe Ai me) iy „ll BEM Sale 
TEY 

Would you then, if you were given the authority, do 

mischief in the land, and sever your ties of kinship? 


Such are they whom Allāh has cursed, so that He has 
made them deaf and blinded their sight. 


[Sūrah Muhammad 47:22-23] 


It was narrated from A'ishah & that the Messenger of Allah $ said: 


AN paki Sah valll thes hej by EAF Hall 1 il 
Ay 


“The womb is suspended from the Throne. It says: Whoever connects 
me, Allah will connect them, and whoever severs me Allah will sever 
him.” 

This is sufficient as an incitement to maintain the ties of kinship and 
sufficient as a threat against severing the ties of kinship. 


2. Cutting off the relatives and boycotting them for the small- 
est reasons. 


Boycotting without a legislative reason is not allowable; rather 
keeping the ties of kinship is obligatory even if your relatives harm 


> Sahih al-Bukhari 5986 
3 Sahih Muslim 2555 
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you in your person. The person who truly keeps the ties of kinship 
is the one who connects with his relatives although they distance 


themselves from him. The Prophet %¥ said: 


this Bony EA 15) cdl pels 3505 ¢ at Leight 
“The one who maintains a relationship with his relatives only because 
they maintain a relationship with him is not truly upholding the ties 
of kinship. The one who truly upholds those ties is the one who does 
so even if they break off their relationship with him.”4 


Abū Hurayrah #¢ said: 


á 


iiy e bis lel bp g Sy tal Js g J6 5 Si 
ur ek 38 OU ele bisa Sale el; Gh Oates e J 


Eii u agile ANAO RAA AR 
“A man said, ‘O Messenger of Allah, I have relatives with whom I 
try to keep in touch, but they cut me off. I treat them well, but they 
abuse me. I am patient and kind towards them, but they insult me.’ 
He $ said, ‘If you are as you say, then it is as if you are putting hot 
ashes in their mouths. Allah will continue to support you as long as 
you continue to do that.” 


3. Not acquainting oneself with his relatives and not calling 
them by phone if you are not able to visit them. 


4. Being heedless concerning poor relatives and not assisting 
them financially and acting kind towards them. 


4 Al-Bukhari 5645 
5 Muslim 2558 
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Allah the Exalted said: 


a Ix Ol BENG See fread ys) fu YG Y 

do es 5 So y ANAS D yeti Ave 
als Ul fem 3 less GSN Lal 

Ae Car ea ee ee ee ee 
ya Aus oN AN) an Ol Oped Vio yeiai 

{> 

And let not those among you who are blessed with 
graces and wealth swear not to give (any sort of help) 
to their kinsmen, the poor, and those who left their 
homes for Allah’s Cause. Let them pardon and forgive. 


Do you not love that Allah should forgive you? And 
Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful. 


[Sarah an-Nur 24:22] 
The Prophet % said: 
Oo een. Sateen aaah nko ee Se eh Te en 
Ales Bie YESI Hal 63 AES BLS Sa! Ne Gael 


“Charity given to a poor person is charity, but charity given to a 
relative is two things: charity and upholding the ties of kinship.”° 


Bahz bin Hakim narrated from his father that his grandfather said: 


Ripe Mut od ziat oh Shae oF ciat ye ae ee Sy ae 
SBS Sel SG GES SS GU OG Sl te al O85 G Cds 
See 


“I said, ‘ʻO Messenger of Allah, to whom should I show kindness?’ He 
replied, ‘Your mother, then your mother, then your mother, and then 
comes your father, and then your relatives in order of relationship. ”” 


° At-Tirmidhi 658 and Ibn Majah 1844 
7 Sunan Abi Dawid 5139 
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5. Apathy towards spending upon those relatives upon whom it 
is mandatory to spend. 


It is obligatory to spend upon the relatives if they do not have anyone 
to spend upon them, and if they are from the inheritors. Allah the 
Exalted said: 


d WS fe Syl des 
And on the (father’s) heir is incumbent the like of that 


(which was incumbent on the father).® 


[Surah al-Bagarah 2:233] 


Even if they are not heirs, it is recommended to spend upon them 
according to one’s ability and there is a great deal of virtue and benefit 


in this. The Messenger of Allah $§ said: 


- of 


aot aor at adh; aus ot gs te tan 


“Begin with those under your care; your mother, your father, your 
sister, your brother, and then those next closest to you.” 


His statement “your mother” means give to your mother. 


8 Translation by Mushin Khan 
? Sunan an-Nasai 2532 


Mistakes Related to Marriage 


1. Apathy in regard to choosing a woman. 


From the things which the person seeking marriage must be diligent 
upon is seeking a religious woman who will help him uphold the 
commands and obedience of Allah. The Prophet ¥ command us 
with this in his statement: 


Ny ABE Mena GLAS Mocs GU res Hall ASS 

G E55 opal 
“A woman is married for four things: her wealth, her lineage, her 
beauty and her religious commitment. Seek the one who is religious- 
ly-committed, may your hands be rubbed with dust (i.e., may you. 
prosper).” 


2. The man who proposes to a woman without looking at her in 
the prescribed manner. 


' AL-Bukhari 4802 and Muslim 1466 
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It is prescribed for the man who proposes to a woman to look at 
what is predominantly seen of her such as her face and hands. And 
he ponders over her and what incites him to marry her. This is based 
upon the statement of the Prophet to the man who wants to marry 
a woman: 


“Look at her.” 


And the Messenger of Allah $ said: 


4 o a tate 2 - 3 o ° £ 2 - gt s as é - s 
PAPOEA EAA n A 70 ahs oj ANEA e elat 3 - P Z A 
bs Las] Ole 13) lg) jhe öl ale cle BO all ws Ae <h> l3l 

A S S h n e A A aN es IA 

el yes ols QII s ails (Ades) GI 
“If one of you proposes to a woman, there is no harm upon him if he 
looks at her, if he is only looking at her to propose to her. Then he can 
look at her even if she is not aware of this.” 


It is not allowed for a man to look at a woman if he does not want 
to propose to her. Likewise he does not look at her in seclusion, or 
without decency. It is only allowed to look at her without her knowl- 
edge or with her knowledge and her family’s knowledge if his looking 
is for the purpose of marriage. It is not allowed for the family to 
expose their daughters under the guise of a proposal and this is not 
done by those who have jealousy for their family. It is only allowed 
for the man to look if he is known to be sincere about seeking her for 
marriage or after the proposal. And Allah knows best. 


3. Delaying marriage until after studies. 


This is in contrast to what the Muslim has been commanded with 
in regards to guarding their chastity and guarding themselves. Early 


? Collected by Muslim 
3 Collected by Ahmad 
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marriage—in most cases—brings about a healthy body, healthy intel- 


lect and ease of the soul. The Prophet $ said: 


-f 


pail aś Sb ray ARI Sus g ul oy FE pia G 
Bley 4) SG pall atlas abate oS 5 ec Ai “Al eros: 
“O young men, whoever among you can afford it, let him get married, 
for it is more effective in lowering the gaze and guarding one’s chastity. 
And whoever cannot afford it should fast, for it will be a shield for 
him.” 
As for men and women delaying marriage until after studies, this is 
a strange affair, thrown upon us from those who are not from us. 
This practice is unknown to the Islamic nation. If the young men are 
able to afford marriage, they are of sound intellect, they will treat the 
women kindly, then it is recommended for men like this to marrv 
and in some cases it may be obligatory. The same applies to the young 
woman; early marriage is medicine for both sexes, especially during 
this day and time. 


4. Excessively high mahr (dowry). 


The principle is that there is not restriction on the dowry, but an 
outrageously high dowry is in opposition to the Prophetic guidance. 
Likewise it is a path which leads towards aversion of marriage, thus it 
is necessary to close this door. It is upon the guardians of the women 
to lower the dowry, and to select righteous men for those women 
under their care. The dowry given by the Prophet % to his wives was 
Twelve and a half ugiyahas stated in Sahih Muslim’. 


4 Al-Bukhari 5066 and Muslim 1400 


5 Translator’s note: Abū Salamah bin ‘Abdul-Rahman said: “I asked A’ishah the wife of 
the Prophet $ what the mahr given by the Prophet $§ was. She said: “The mahr that he 
gave to his wives was twelve uqiyah and a nashsh.’ She said, Do you know what a nashsh 
is? I replied: ‘No.’ She said it is half of an oogiyah. That was five hundred dirhams. This 
was the mahr given by the Prophet be upon him to his wives.” (Muslim 1426) 
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“Umar bin al-Khattab #8 said: 


sie 635 ï ent] E S SSE y% ee glad Glas Ise Y 
Gal i ghey ale AN hs aaa Si; SY OS abi 
5 i ei i BSI G Ly ia EE AE eas 
58 UA ao a Hye WOK: Se abet Sis is sy by 

À Se wh 28 
“Do not go to extremes in regard to the dowries of women, for if that 
were a sign of honor and dignity in this world or a sign of piety before 
Allah, then Muhammad #% would have been more deserving than 
you to do this. But he did not give any of his wives, and none of his 
daughters were given, more than twelve ugiyah. A man may increase 


the dowry until he feels resentment against her and says, “You cost me 
everything I own, and caused me a great deal of hardship. ”6 


5. Carrying a woman on a platform amongst women when her 
husband is with her. 


This carries two prohibitions: 


1) Resembling the disbelievers in carrying the spouses on a 
platform by joining the husband and wife in the same place elevated. 
This is accompanied by the relatives of the wife and the relatives of 
the husband entering amongst one another to extend the salam. 


2) The men looking at unrelated women, some of which are 
uncovered and beautified, and perhaps their shins and faces are 
uncovered. This is not permissible. If it were not that this affair has 
been narrated to us and we have heard about this we would not 
believe that the people of tawheed and jealousy and protectiveness 
would do such a thing. And with Allah aid is sought. 


© Ibn Majah 1532 
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6. Being lackadaisical in regard to upholding the proper 
etiquette of the weddings. 


7. Going to excess regarding the wedding food. 


8. Going to excess in regard to wedding lights. 


The proof of the prohibition of going to excess has already been 
presented. Such as the statement of Allah the Exalted: 


T å aN] 38, © 2 oA Nj- 
{l Cod YO aa V5 Y 
But waste not by extravagance, certainly He (Allāh) 


likes not those who waste by extravagance. 
[Surah al-A'rāf 7:31] 


Anas ## said: 


“The Prophet #§ did not give a better wedding banquet on the 


occasion of marrying any of his wives than the one he gave on marry- 
ing Zaynab, and that banquet consisted of one sheep.”” 


Therefore the Sunnah is to limit oneself to that which is sufficient, 
and to pay attention to honoring the guest without being excessive. 
Taking the middle course is best. 


9. Throwing money during the wedding party; this may cause 
belittlement to that which has Allah’s name on it. 


7 Sahih al-Bukhari 5168 
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Glorifying Allah’s name and His Verses is a must whether it is on 
Dirham, paper money or other than that, based upon the statement 


of Allah the Exalted: 


(sie 3 58 ohh cus thet 35) 
And whoever honors the sacred things of Allah, then 
that is better for him with his Lord. 


[Surah al-Hajj 22:30] 


And He said: 


(oth ai oa G in pct thet 35) 
And whosoever honors the Symbols of Allah, then it 
is truly from the piety of the heart. 


[Surah al-Hajj 22:32] 


10. Male and female musicians attending the wedding parties 
or using musical tapes. 


This is not permissible. Using musicians is not permissible. The 
proof for this from the Qur'an, the Sunnah and the statements of 
the Companions has already presented for this. It is prescribed for 
the women to use the Daff, along with good speech and prescribed 
singing the night of the wedding and consummation. That which 
Allah has permitted is sufficient for us to have no need of what is 


prohibited. 


In addition to this the male and female singers received impermissi- 
ble money, and those who give them the money are spending in that 
which is impermissible. Perhaps they give them several thousands. 
Thus this involved consecutive prohibitions. 


11. The women using microphones. 
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The woman is commanded to lower her voice even in the affairs of 
legislated worship so how about for other than worship?! There is no 
possible excuse for women using the microphone and it is absolutely 


prohibited. 


12. The women taking pictures at the wedding party. 


Picture taking is prohibited in every form, and the prohibition is 
more severe for the women because this allows the men to see their 
pictures, and this occurs. And perhaps the pictures of the women 
will be circulated—despite the effort to safeguard against this—to 
groups of men, thus this will violate their honor, and an insult to 
their fathers and families. The established proof for the prohibition 
of pictures has already been presented. And the women is an awrah 
(that which should be covered) thus the prohibited of taking her 


picture is more severe. 


13. Disapproving of polygyny. 


This is from the calamities presented by the enemies of the Islamic 
legislation, because the legislation of Islam allows polygyny. And 
whatever the legislation allows, we receive it with submission, 
compliance and acceptance. As for disapproving of the man taking 
two wives or more, this only comes from someone who is ignorant or 
those affected with the doubts thrown into their hearts by the leaders 
of desires from through the various means of communication. Allah 


the Exalted said: 


i he es 4 8 4% Ce 24 A. Gece A 
{alh a Vi tis OG 

Marry women of your choice, two or three, or four 

but if you fear that you shall not be able to deal justly 
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(with them), then marry only one. 


[Surah an-Nisa’ 4:3] 


The Messenger of Allah $% married more than one wife, and so did a 
group of his Companions. 


Polygyny is permissible and allowed and it may be recommended for 
the man who cannot suffice with one and has a desire for polygyny. 
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1. Carelessness towards backbiting, tale-carrying, and 
mocking the Muslims regarding their appearance and manners. 


This is impermissible and it is not allowed for the Muslim to be 
careless towards this affair. Allah the Exalted said: 


oh Ue ph A BB At Y A oul a e) 

WE jo Lae glad of they eae a 

oot ~ ON PE G J Sii ial rare 

ea iS es i a oaa a El 
{oÉ 


O you who believe! Let not a group scoff at another 
group, it may be that the latter are better than the 
former; nor let (some) women scoff at other women, 
it may be that the latter are better than the former, 
nor defame one another, nor insult one another by 
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nicknames. 


[Surah al-Hujurat 49:11] 


And He said in the following verse: 


cS ae ee ae ra 2 oe ee Se ae ae 

JSE ol Sse! Zaa ans S cai Y; 
sie E 05 

And do not backbite one another. Would one of you 


like to eat the flesh of his dead brother? You would 
hate it (so hate backbiting). 


[Surah al-Hujurat 49:12] 
This emphasizes that one should flee from backbiting. 


As for tale-carrying, it has been narrated from Hudaifah ##, that the 
Messenger of Allah ¥ said: 


PG Bed ots V 


“The tale-carrier will not enter Paradise.”! 


Ibn ‘Abbas #9 said: 


Ley collie Lgl! SLB op eds po bry ale alll de alll Jpn) ol 
Lily cdepesll isha SS clantel Ll aS ail ob La 2 obis 

Ay cn pes Y ol rel 
“The Messenger of Allah £§ passed by two graves. He said, ‘Both of 
them are being punished, and they are being punished by something 
they did not deem to be major, but surely it is major. As for one of 


them, he used to carry tales; as for the other one, he did not safeguard 
himself from becoming soiled with his urine. ”? 


' Sahih Muslim 105 
2 Collected in AL-Bukhari and Muslim 
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Tale-carrying is impermissible, and a major sin. The tale-carrier is the 
one who listens to the speech of the people then conveys it to those 
who will cause harm and division amongst the people. The tale-car- 
rier is also the person who spreads lies to cause hatred amongst those 
who love each other. We ask Allah for safety and security. 


Mocking Allah, the Qur'an, or His Messenger is disbelief. And with 
Allah refuge is sought. Allah the Exalted said: 


P aby Jogi Sey Biya alle os > 


8 Wd YO Of GS AS d lily aby 
{O SL ys ES 

If you ask them (about this), they declare: “We were 

only talking idly and joking.” Say: “Was it at Allah, 

and His ayat and His Messenger that you were 


mocking?” Make no excuse; you have disbelieved after 


you had believed. 
[Surah at-Tawbah 9:65-66] 


Í 


It is obligatory to love the etiquettes of the Muslims, their religion, 
and the guidance of their Prophet. This is proof of faith, while 
mocking Islam is disbelief. And with Allah refuge is sought. 


2. Insulting, reviling, and cursing. 


All of this is prohibited. These are not from the traits of the believers. 
The Messenger of Allah $§ said: 


gidi V5 pe lil V5 OU YG okk, LHI Gd 
“The believer is not given to insulting, cursing a great deal, obscene 
talk or foul speech.”? 


3 Al-Adab al-Mufrad 332 


162 


Mistakes of the Tongue 


The Messenger of Allah $ said: 


AE teak N a ae we: Bo Peay, eee 

akal es gland Yj lige opk OS y 
“Those who curse a great deal will not be martyrs or intercessors on 
the Day of Resurrection.” 


Likewise, the various types of insults are not permissible. The 


Messenger of Allāh $% said: 


As Alles cand ale pines He ol ie i 4S 
“All of the Muslim is inviolable upon the ticle his life, his wealth 
and his honor.”* 


And he said: 
“ s > 
bpd ole a he 
“Insulting a Muslim is evil.”® 


And it is mentioned in the narration of Jabir bin Sulaym # that he 
said to the Prophet $8: 


Nite NG oa Ss a es YO cet 
ale Ns se 


“Advise me.” He (the Prophet) said, “Don’t insult anyone.” Jabir said, 
“After that, I never insulted a freed man, a slave, a camel, or a sheep.”’ 


3. Making du’a’ against yourself, your children, or your wealth. 


í Sahih Muslim 2598 

> Sahih Muslim 2564 

€ Sahih al-Bukhari 7076 
7 Sunan Abi Dawid 4084 
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This is prohibited and not allowed. The Muslim who falls into this 
must train their tongue to abandon this. The Messenger of Allah y 
said: 


s daii áá the Gs iE sia hy Gir 
“Do not supplicate against yourselves, do not supplicate against your 


children, do not supplicate against your wealth, lest that coincide 
with a time when Allah is asked and He answers your prayer.”*® 


Allah the Exalted said: 


coe) SL i Fa) Ul al lpn Ip d 
(Hi i 

And were Allāh to hasten for mankind the evil (they 

invoke for themselves and for their children, while in 


a state of anger) as He hastens for them the good (they 
invoke) then they would have been ruined.’ 


[Surah Yunus 10:11] 


4. Insulting days, months, and years. 


The Messenger of Allah $ said: 


EU Las tal Gly 5a 
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Bes in ge 

Jé 
“Allah the Exalted said, “The son of Adam inveighs against Me, he 
insults the time while I am Time, I alternate the night and the day.’”!° 


€ Muslim 3014 
’ Translation by Muhsin Khan 
10 Sahih Muslim 2246 
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The Messenger of Allah $ said: 


pall gh WN OG Aa igs g Shs Be Y 
“Let none of you say, ʻO woe is the time, for surely Allah is the 


Time.”!! 


His statement: “I am Time, I alternate the night and the day”; this 
means that which occurs from good and evil is according to the Will 
of Allah and His arranging the affairs based upon His knowledge and 
Wisdom and no one shares with Him in these affairs. Whatever He 
wills will occur and what He does not will, then it will not occur. 
Thus it is obligatory to praise Allah in either situation (good or evil) 


and to have a good thought about Allah the Exalted and return to 
Him with repentance and devotion. 


It is not considered insulting the time to describe years as difficult and 
days as evil omens as we find in the statement of Allah the Exalted: 


{Sab Ro WS wo ol > 
Then will come after that, seven hard (years) 


[Surah Yusuf 12:48] 


And His statement: 


¥ - 38 oS sey 4 
A day of evil omen and continuous calamity 
[Sūrah al-Qamar 54:19] 


This is because this description is connected to the people; meaning it 
was difficult upon them and an evil omen for them, and the like. As 
for the days and years, they are not in the control of man rather all of 
this is by the command of Allāh. 


" Sahih Muslim 2246 
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5. Insulting and cursing the creations of Allah which are not 
blameworthy. 


This is prohibited. The Prophet $§ said to Jabir bin Sulaym: 


adel Sees 


“Don't insult anyone.”!” 


This is general to include all the creation of Allah. Thus this compan- 
ion Jabir bin Sulaym ## understood his statement to be general. For 
this reason he said: 


EY 5 Vad Vp ce VG ES SERESA o G 


“After that, I never insulted a freed man, a slave, a camel or a sheep.” ”? 


It has been collected by Ahmad that: 


IB BE YE afb oha pi Ls a fh Je ak 
ETEA o Gi 724) JG CBU o 3 
“The Messenger of Allah #§ was upon a journey when a man cursed 
him she-camel. He said, ‘Where is the owner of the she-camel? The 


man responded, ‘I am’. He said, ‘Delay her, for surely your supplica- 
tion against her has been answered.” 4 


oe 


12 Sunan Abi Dawtid 4084 
3 Sunan Abi Dawtid 4084 
14 Collected by Ahmad 
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The Prophet $ forbade cursing the rooster’, the wind", fleas” and 
the like. This is proof that the prohibition is general for those things 
where there is not a text allowing them to be criticized or cursed. 


6. Insulting the Companions or the generation that followed 
them. 


Insulting the Companions collectively is disbelief, because Allah has 
praised them. He said: 


ase 


USI Je thst de a ahi O25 est > 
bgla uh phi” wii ts 


CLV SS etd glee toby 
Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah, and those 
who are with him are severe against disbelievers, and 
merciful among themselves. You see them bowing and 
falling down prostrate (in prayer), seeking Bounty 
from Allah and (His) Good Pleasure. The mark 
of them is on their faces from the traces of (their) 

prostration. 


[Surah al-Fath 48:29] 


And the Exalted said: 


5 Talok note: Zayd bin Khalid al-Juhani & said: “The Messenger of Allah $% said, 
‘Do not revile the rooster for it wakes you up for prayer.” (Collected by Aba Dawid with 
an authentic chain) 


'6 ‘Abdullah bin ‘Abbas said, “The wind snatched away a man’s cloak during the time of 
the Prophet & and he cursed it. The Prophet 8 said, ‘Do not curse it, for it is under com- 
mand, and if anyone curses a thing undeservedly, the curse returns upon him.” (Sunan 


Abi Dawid 4908; authenticated by al-Albani) 


17 Anas bin Malik reported that a man cursed fleas in the presence of the Prophet $, and 
the Prophet ¥ said, “Do not curse them for surely a flea woke up one of the prophets for 


the prayer.” (Collected in Al-Adab al-Mufrad by al-Bukhari; al-Albani declared it weak.) 
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E55 Lights 3) ohl UN Go) i Y 
{EA 

Indeed, Allāh was pleased with the believers when 

they gave their pledge to you (O Muhammad) under 


the tree. 
[Sarah al-Fath 48:18] 


The Prophet $% said: 
ah atl ee it Sa oy edi lg ges ey 
Manas Ny asl y 3h G 


“Do not revile my Companions. By Him in Whose Hand is my life, 
if one amongst you would have spent as much gold as Mount Uhud it 
would not amount to as much as one half full spent by one of them, 
not even half of that.”!8 


Whoever insults the Companions has rejected Allah’s praise of them, 
and belied the clear text of the Qur'an; and this is disbelief. And with 
Allah refuge is sought. 


Insulting the Tabi‘in (the generation that followed the Companions) 
is evil, impermissible and a major sin, and perhaps disbelief. This 
is because they are the best generation after the generation of the 
Companions based upon the testimony of the Prophet #%. And the 
Prophet # is the most noble and truthful of the creation. And he 


said: 


pts & WS Bb gd Sos é 


“The best people are my generation, then those that follow them, 
then those that follow them.”!” 


'8 Sahih Muslim 2540 
9 Sahih Muslim 2533 
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7. Insulting and mocking the scholars. 


There is no doubt that insulting them is a major sin and impermissi- 
ble, and perhaps it could be disbelief and apostasy if insulting them 
is because of the religion of Islam and their adhering to it. And with 
Allah refuge is sought from the condition of the inhabitants of the 


Hellfire. Allah the Exalted said: 


(HL ote ty. ah Adi Gp 
It is only those who have knowledge among His slaves 
that fear Allah. 


[Surah Fatir 35:28] 


And He said: 


{ REAT BPAH pill ots a É Y 
Say: “Are those who know equal to those who know 


not?” 
[Sūrah az-Zumar 39:9] 


And Allāh the Exalted said: 


“Í s 


“sú rhi MEGAN AY iY Si 2 ay p 
€ Sol pall 5h YY bey 


Allah bears witness that none has the right to be 

worshiped but He, and the angels, and those having 

knowledge (also give this witness); (He is always) 

maintaining His creation in Justice. None has the 

right to be worshiped but He, the All-Mighty, the 
All-Wise. 


[Sarah Ali ‘Imran 3:18] 


Thus those whom Allah has connected to Himself and the angels in 
testifying to tawheed and the truth, it is obligatory to honor them and 
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respect them for their religion. Insulting them is to diminish them. If 
the insult is based upon their Islam, and their statements based upon 
Islam then it is clear apostasy, if he is aware of this. 


Allah the Exalted said: 


If you ask them (about this), ome declare: “We were 

only talking idly and joking.” Say: “Was it at Allah, 

and His ayat and His Messenger that you were 

mocking?” Make no excuse; you have disbelieved after 
you had believed. 


[Surah at-Tawbah 9:65-66] 
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Mistakes Related to Parties 
& Gatherings 


1. Going to extremes concerning wedding parties, throwing 
food in unclean places, flaunting with the wedding parties, and 
other than that. 


2. Using musicians and various musical instruments. 


3. Throwing impermissible parties and gatherings such as New 
Year’s Day celebrations, Mother’s Day celebrations, and parties 
for birthdays and funerals. 


4. Intermingling during the parties and displaying the beauty of 
women in front of men. 
This is a mistake and evil, and the details have already been 


mentioned. Its proof can be found in various places in this treatise. 
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All of these affairs are widespread, may Allah safeguard the Muslims 
from evils and sins and grant the insight in their religion and grant 
them repentance. 


5. Eating and drinking from gold and silver vessels. 


This is not permissible based upon the narration of Hudaifah #@. He 
said the Messenger of Allah $ said: 


A s < z9 -Î oc el xe 
Uglies a SE V5 Alaa) COU aT a 185 Y 
“Do not drink from vessels made of gold or silver and do not eat from 
plates made of its material.”' 


The Messenger of Allah $ said in the narration of Umm Salamah &: 


Be Le OU elt 3 baad WG 8 HAS Gy el SoS Jy 
“Whoever drinks from vessels of gold or silver, is only gulping in his 
stomach fire from the Hellfire.” 


These narrations prove the prohibition of drinking or eating from 
vessels of silver or gold. Included in this is every utensil made from 
either material such as plates, spoons, cups and everything uses to eat 
or drink. 


6. Using newspaper or anything with the mention of Allah or 
His Messenger on it as a table mat to eat or drink upon. 


This is from the widespread evils, and from the matter which people 
are extremely careless about. The believer exalts the rites of Allah and 
the sanctities of Allah. As Allah the Exalted said: 


! Collected in AL-Bukhari and Muslim 
2? Sahih Muslim 2065 
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€ Sell S58 oe Gb all Ga Dh 545} 
And whosoever honors the Symbols of Allah, then it 
is truly from the piety of the heart. 


[Surah al-Hajj 22:32] 


And He said: 


ww 7 ree ET iA K tee es See i 
d a be IS 5 gb Wl OL wae: 45 } 
And whoever honors the sacred things of Allah, then 
that is better for him with his Lord. 
[Surah al-Hajj 22:30] 
It is incumbent to respect and honor newspapers and the like which 
contain the verses of Allah and His names and to protect them from 


belittlement; to do so is to glorify the verses and names of Allah. It is 
not permissible to belittle these papers by using them as table mats. 
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1. Dragging the garment, robe, or pants beneath the ankles. 


This is prohibited and this is something prevalent amongst the people 
without any fear of sin. The Messenger of Allah $% said: 


J) bY Ss GSN oy ey 
“Whatever part of the lower garment is below the ankle, it is in the 
Fire.”! 


If the garment is worn beneath the ankle out of pride, then it is more 
heinous. Consequently the recompense is that Allāh will not look at 
this person as has been narrated by Ibn ‘Umar #8. The Messenger of 
Allah 4 said: 

BIE 48 ts Sy satel oy db hs Y 
“On the Day of Judgment Allah will not look at the man who drags 
his garment out of pride.” 


l ' Sahih al-Bukhari 5787 
> Jami’ at-Tirmidhi 1730 
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And in the wording collected in Sahih Muslim he said: 


A py BS Y all Ob sala Y) BL AY 1 ia 
“Whoever drags his garment only desiring arrogance, Allah will not 


look at him on the Day of Judgement.” 


Wearing the garment beneath the ankles in not permissible, and if 
it is done because of arrogance it is more heinous. Al Mugeerah bin 


Shubah ## said: 


os Mg of Oe al, 551 alg ae tN eal ee, 
etch Cod Vr 85 ped Y de vy sgh 
“I saw the Messenger of Allah $% grabbing the cloak of Sufyan bin 


Suhail while saying, ʻO Sufyan do not drag your garment, for surely 
Allah does not love those who drag their garments.””* 


2. Wearing tight, transparent, or flimsy clothing. 


If this type of clothing reveals the awrah or shows the shape of the 
private areas and the like, then it is obligatory to abandon it. This is 
based upon the statement of Allah the Exalted: 


K yo 8 ike te ate Heat ON eae 242 
SI Cle EW pXile Wp) pal ie UP 
£ ley) 

O Children of Adam! We have bestowed raiment 
upon you to cover your private parts and as an adorn- 


ment. 
[Surah al-A’raf 7:26] 


If the clothing does not reveal the awrah or describe the private areas 


* Abu Dawid 4085 
í Collected by Ibn Majah and Ibn Hibban. 
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then there is no problem wearing it even if it is tight; except if it 
resembles the clothing of the disbelievers, in that which is specific to 
them, or if it resembles women’s clothing. 


3. Wearing clothes that resemble women’s clothing. 


This is impermissible. 


ide SEW te gai olny ade alll deo abil A 
JED clad ga OEE 


“The Messenger of Allah #§ cursed the men who resemble women 


and the women who resemble men.”* 


Some of the scholars have mentioned that the meaning of “resem- 
bling” is adornments, attributes, movements and the like; not 
resembling them in the affairs of good. 


Aba Hurayrah #2 said: 


A altall Aad ack 49H play ale abil glo all 445 gal 

SS and E 
“The Messenger of Allah $ cursed the man who puts on a woman’s 
garment and the woman who puts on a man’s garment.” 


4. Wearing garments of fame. 


These are clothes which are uncommon to that which is known to 
the Muslims, or that which draws attention to the person because 
it is very extravagant thus the person becomes famous for wearing 


5 Sahih al-Bukhari 5885 
€ Sunan Abi Dawid 4098 
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them. This also includes wearing the clothing of an ascetic, which 
they become known for wearing while having the ability to wear 
other clothing. This is prohibited. The Messenger of Allah $ said: 


ve of 4 “e o4 Cyd 4 0 
Bie OF Al Aad See OH God CA 


“Whoever wears a garment of fame, Allah will dress him in a garment 
of humiliation.”” 


Ash-Shawkani said: “This hadith proves the prohibition of wearing 
clothes of fame, and that /adith is not particular to nice clothing, 
rather this includes the person who wears clothing which differs from 
the poor so that they will be amazed by his clothing. This was the 
statement of Ibn Raslan. If the intent of the clothing is to be famous 
among the people, then there is no difference between nice clothes 
or shabby clothes, those clothes which are similar to the people or 
those clothes which differ from the people, because the prohibition is 
centered around becoming famous.” 


5. Wearing clothing that does not cover the ‘awrah, like sports 
apparel that reveals the thighs in front of the people. 


The awrah of the man is from the navel to the knee, thus the thigh 
is included in the awrah. The Muslim is commanded to conceal his 
awrah from everyone except for his wife and his right hand posses- 
sion. Bahz bin Hakim narrated from his father, from his grandfather, 
who said: 
YI ye bis JU Si Ley er SL bsle al Spey b ses 
oS of EN dl Jej h cedi Hd [L L a chm 95 oy 
gag W tel ag YÍ cake! of JB See oe wean pill 


“I said, ‘O Messenger of Allah, in regard to our awrah, what may we 


” Sunan Ibn Majah 
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uncover of it and what must we conceal?’ He said, ‘Cover your awrah 
except from your wife and those whom your right hand possesses.’ | 
said, ‘ʻO Messenger of Allah, what if the people live close together?’ 


He said, ‘If you can make sure that no one sees it, then do not let 


anyone see it.’”® 


The thighs are included in the awrah based upon the statement of 
the Messenger of Allah &: 


596 4S Ny Spal oe Ls 


“What is between the navel and the knee is the awrah. 


»9 


And it has been authenticially reported that the Prophet $ said: 
53 iadi 
“The thigh is wrah.” 


Likewise, it has been authenticially reported that he command the 
thigh to be covered. 


6. Being unconcerned about beautifying oneself upon going to 
the masjid. 


This is in opposition to the statement of Allāh the Exalted: 


( dts JE bee (S51 GT s GY 
O Children of Adam! Take your adornment while 


praying. 
[Surah al-A’raf 7:31] 


* At-Tirmidhi 2794; Ibn Majah 1920; classed as hasan by al-Albani in Sahih at- Tirmidhi. 
’ Collected by Ahmad and Abia Dawid. 


0 Jami’ at-Tirmidhi 
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The prayer is turning towards Allah, and this deserves that one 
beautify himself for this. And the man should perfume himself, as he 
is able, along with removing any foul odors. This is a type of recom- 
mended beautification. 


7. Wearing clothing that contains pictures of animate 
creatures, especially pictures of the disbelievers, like singers, 
athletes, leaders, and other famous people. Wearing garments 
with pictures of people, animals, or birds is prohibited. 


There is a great deal of evidence showing the prohibition of picture 
making, hanging pictures in the home, and wearing clothing with 
pictures. From this proof is what has been collected in A-Bukhari 
and Muslim. Narrated from A'ishah &2: 


Jey J egaa aby Ia coma lgl pe alll 2) iile Of 
Gay ISS oole abii rob cae pi oly ade al de alll 
zs EI 


She hung up a curtain on which there were images, and the Messenger 
of Allah $ entered and tore it down. She said, “I cut it up and made 


two pillows out of it, and he used to recline upon them.” 


The scholars have said: It is impermissible for the male and female to 
wear clothing containing images of animals, or to hang these images, 
or to use them as wallpaper. And taking these pictures is a major sin, 
even for curtains, ceilings, walls, beds and the like. 


Wearing clothes containing pictures of the disbelievers in a form of 
showing amazement towards them, and befriending them; and this is 
a calamity. This is because the disbeliever is hated due to his disbelief, 
the Muslim is not amazed by him, nor does he glorify him or love 


him. And with Allah help is sought. 


1 ALBukhari 103 and Muslim 1168 
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8. Men wearing gold rings for fashion, wedding rings, or other 
than that. 


It is not permissible for me to wear gold, due to the statement of the 
Prophet %: 
Lay 53 le oh ctl GUY Wally Call fo 


“Gold and silk have been permitted for the females of my ummah, 
and forbidden for the males.”'* 


Al-Bara bin ‘Azib #8 said: 


ally gS 32 Ñ pale 32 OW 


“He forbade us from wearing rings or gold rings.” 


Ibn ‘Abbas % said: 


A E E E Sa UNE oh Slasale alll Lo al O25 ol 
a BUS WE by ee J) Shel Ls G5 eh e 
“The Messenger of Allah $% saw a ring of gold in the hand of a man, 


so he removed it, tossed it and said, ‘One of you takes a coal from the 
fire and puts it in his hand.’”"’ 


This prohibition from wearing gold for men is general to include 
every purpose for wearing it. It is not permissible to wear it for 
beautification, engagement, or wedding rings. 


1? Collected by Aba Dawid, and by al-Hakim, who classed it as sahih. 
3 Sahih Muslim 2066 
1 Sahih Muslim 2090 
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Women’s Clothing 


1. Wearing tight or transparent clothing which intices men to 
look at them. 


This is from the impermissible acts. It is not permissible for a woman 
to wear tight clothing that reveals the sections of her body or reveals 
the shape of her limbs in front of non-mahram!' men. And she cannot 
wear clothing which is transparent such that the color her shin can 
be seen. Likewise, it is not permissible for her to wear clothing which 
will cause men to look at her. Many women and their daugthers fall 
into wearing clothing like this. And if they do not repent this could 
perhaps be a reason for them to be punished in the fire. Allah the 
Exalted said: 


d Se Ad Y Be; Gat YG) 


And not to reveal their adornment’ except to their 


' Translator’s note: The mahram is the husband or any other relative to whom she is pro- 
hibited to marry. 


? Translator’s note: Al-Baghawi il said, “The words of Allah the Exalted: ‘And not 
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husbands. 
[Surah an-Nur 24:31] 


oF 2, a Pepe cose @ Kat ENE 
ot Ged a ed el Sipe V5} 
And let them not stamp their feet so as to reveal what 
they hide of their adornment. 


[Surah an-Nur 24:31] 


If outwardly displaying ankle braclets is considered adornment and 
thus not permissible, how about displaying other types of adorn- 
ment! How about the woman who reveals her waist, the size of her 
chest, her buttocks, or reveals her forearms, shins, and face! 


There is no might or power except with Allah, and verily from Allah 
we come and to Him we shall return. 


The Messenger of Allah & said: 


d 


Le Og as ÁI GE bin, agaa 855 a ti ai oly 
PS aie Spt) ENG Sed Se Se sls; 5B 
Sart Uy Me bey Oy uy Og Vy al GRY dal 

N55 NaS 


“There are two types of the people of Hell that I have not seen yet: men 
with whips like the tails of cattle, with which they strike the people, 
and women who are clothed yet naked, walking with an enticing gait, 
with something on their heads that looks like the humps of camels, 
leaning to one side. They will never enter Paradise or even smell its 
fragrance, although its fragrance can be detected from such and such 


to show off their adornment”, mean that they should not show their adornments to a 
non-mahram. What is meant here is the hidden adornments, as there are two kinds of 
adornment, hidden and apparent. Hidden adornments include anklets, henna on the 
foot, bracelets on the wrist, earrings and necklaces. It is not permissible for a woman to 
show these, or for a stranger (non-mahram man) to look at them. And what is meant by 
adornment is the place where the adornment is worn.” 
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a distance.” 


Usamah bin Zayd # said: 


E pS aS idad ploy ate al o abl yoy BLS 
Lay Ja clad ip S re Cbd ab gl UL dle 

plis ea nai ol GLE lb aE Yo fami 
“The Messenger of Allah $ gave me a thick Egyptian garment and I 
gave it to my wife to wear. He said, ‘Why do I not see you wearing 
that Egyptian garment?’ I said, ‘I gave it to my wife to wear.’ He said, 


‘Tell her to wear a gown underneath it, for I am afraid that it ma 
g y 
describe the size of her bones. ”4 


2. Wearing clothes open at the bottom which do not cover the 
shins and the feet, and clothes which reveal her beauty in front 
of non-mahram men. 


It is not permissible for a woman to wear clothing like this in front of 
non-mahram men, whether they are inside her home or outside her 
home. It is a religious obligation upon her to have taqwa of Allāh and 
avoid wearing open clothing so she will be away from sin. And she 
calls towards guidance, good and chasity. The proof for this has been 
presented previous. May Allāh protect the daughters of the Muslims 
from the evil of the disbelievers and resembling them. And may He 
expose the plots of the hypocrites and distance us from it. 


3. Wearing short sleeves that display the forearms in front of 
men in the marketplace or in the cars. 


3 Sahih Muslim 2128 
í Collectd by Ahmad and al-Bayhaqi. 
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The Prophet $ said: 


CULES Ug bee deel 5S 56 B32 FA 


“The woman is awrah (that which should be covered); when she goes 
»5 


out, Shaytān raises the glances towards her. 
This means Shaytān causes the people to look at her until they fall 
into tribulations. And the proof prohibiting this has already been 
mentioned. 


4. Wearing clothes which are particular to and resemble men’s 
clothing. 


This is prohibited. The woman has clothing which is particular to 
her that she is distinguished by while the man likewise has clothing 
particular to him by which he is distinguished from the woman. It 
is not permissible for the woman to resemble the man in clothing, 
appearance or walking. 


celal JEN Ge G play ole tn Ao al d oad 
JE sled a OYE; 


“The Messenger of Allah $% cursed men who imitate women and 
women who imitate men.”° 


I 


alyalls ala Aaa) sedi JES plny ale al dle abit 11,45 3 
JED dod) sacl 


“The Messenger of Allah $ cursed the man who puts on a woman’s 
garment and the woman who puts on a man’s garment.” 


> Jami’ at-Tirmidhi 1173 
6 Al-Bukhari 5885 
7 Sunan Abi Dawid 4098 
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5. Wearing wigs because it is considered hair extensions. 


Ibn ‘Umar #% said: 


RCN, Rap es re ARN hye sett 5 p AWARI ll ipl 
The Messenger of Allah #§ cursed the woman who adds hair exten- 


sions and the one who has them added, the one who does tattoos and 
the one who has them done.’ 


Asma bint Abi Bakr & said: 


2 bl O85 & Eh gas a ale e a He sl Al a Se 
Ll AN g Jú gaabi wid > Cpe ers Pate Lise a 
poe 


“A woman came to the Prophet #§ and said, ‘O Messenger of Allah, 
I have a daughter who is newly married, and she had the measles and 
her hair fell out. Can I give her hair extensions?’ He said, ‘Allah has 
cursed the one who fixes hair extensions and the one who has that 
done.” 


It has been collected in A-Bukhari and Muslim by Humayd bin 
‘Abdur-Rahman bin Awf: 


J555 Jä 5 idl eS OLA ol of igla gaa SI 
afin yt Sata oS Se I See oy SIS fb fy Us 
Spee aie sf ES Et hs od be 32 a ploy ale a 

aaile oda 5i 
He heard Mu‘awiyah bin Abi Sufyan at the time of Hajj, standing on 


8 Al-Bukhari 5937 and Muslim 2122 
? Collected in Muslim (2122). 
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the minbar and holding a piece of hair that had been seized by his 
guards, saying, “Where are your scholars? I heard the Messenger of 
Allah 4# forbidding this kind of thing and saying that Bani Isra’eel 


were destroyed when their women started to use such things.” 


There is no doubt that wearing wigs is at the heart of this prohibition. 


6. Using nail polish which prevents water from reaching the 
skin during wudu'. 


It is incumbent upon the person performing wudii' to ensure water 
reaches all of his skin, included in this are the nails. Using nail polish 
prevents water from reaching all of the hand, thus the obligation of 
wudūù’ is not complete. Allah the Exalted said: 


lté soll SI 25 181 WET Gil gi G > 

reste Wry ial SN ply pee} 
(BS) j S255 

O you who believe! When you intend to offer the 

prayer, wash your faces and your hands up to the 

elbows, rub your heads, and (wash) your feet up to 


ankles. 
[Surah al-Ma’idah 5:6] 


If the wudi’ is not complete the prayer is not correct. Which woman 
is pleased with her prayer not being accepted?! Therefore whoever 
uses nail polish must remove it before wudi’. 


7. Wearing artificial nails or extending the fingernails and 
toenails. 


This opposes the natural disposition. The Messenger of Allah $§ said: 
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UY ALE LY Lag SISA YG Ole! Ghd Ge Ht 
oE Jad 
“Five things are part of the fitrah (natural disposition)—circumcision, 


shaving the pubes, plucking the armpit hairs, cutting the nails, and 
trimming the moustache.”'° 


Anas bin Malik #% said: 
Y ol tai gle 5 Le! G55 UY! iy OLE 35 a 3} 
AS Sa! Se BS) Ss 


“He set a time for us to trim our moustaches, cut our nails, pluck our 


armpit hair and shave our pubic hair; we were not to leave that for 
more than 40 days.”"! 


The women as included in what has been mentioned for the man. 


10 Al-Bukhari 5889 and Muslim 257 
1! Muslim 258 and Ahmad 11823 
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1. Men imitating non-Muslims by shaving the beards and 
growing their mustaches long. 


The Prophet ¥ commanded us to differ from the Magians and the 
pagans, and he ordered us to allow the beards to grow and trim the 


mustache. The Prophet $ said: 


Np alg CSM NSS CGS eel Iya 
“Differ from the pagans, allow the beard to grow and trim the 


mustache.”! 


And the Messenger of Allah ¥ said: 


pred Vale coll ly olad Ny 
“Trim the mustache and let the beard grow; be different from the 
Magians.”’ 


! Sahih al-Bukhari 5892 
> Muslim 383 
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The beard is the hair that grows on the two jaws from the cheeks to 
the chin. This has been stated by the scholars of the Arabic language. 


2. Men imitating non-Muslims regarding clothing. 


This is prohibited based upon the hadith of ‘Abdullah bin Amr bin Al 
Aws, he said: 


ace o SUS iah HF Ge lag atle AUN ho all S525 oh 
Bet at Ñ UNI vi oy 
“The Messenger of Allah $§ saw me wearing two garments dyed with 


safflower and said, “These are garments of the disbelievers, so do not 
wear them. ”? 


Abū Umamah # said, the Messenger of Allah #§ said: 


“Differ from the People of the Book.” 


I said: 

ab Js OW ogi Yi oige SUSI Jal y call Jys G 
ESN Pal LE 5 Uy ty aas aka athe ab Le 

“O Messenger of Allah, the People of the Book wear wide pants but 

they do not wear waist wraps.” The Messenger of Allah $% responded, 


“Wear wide pants and wear waist wraps and differ from the People of 


the Book.”* 


Every garment specific to the disbelievers should not be worn by the 
Muslims. 


3 Muslim 2077 
4 Ahmad 21780 
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3. Imitating non-Muslims by celebrating non-Muslim holidays 
or participating with them in their celebrations. 


This is impermissible. It is not permissible for the Muslim to celebrate 
Christian holidays or to participate with them in their celebrations. 
Some Muslims arrange celebrations in the institutions, businesses, 
and home and this allows the non-Muslims to establish the rites of 
their polytheistic religion. The Prophet $% said: 


“Whoever resembles a people is from them.” 

Shaykhul-Islam Ibn Taymiyyah ‘ile said, “The least of which this 
hadith necessitates is the prohibition from resembling non-Muslims, 
although what is apparent is those who resemble them are disbeliev- 


» 


ers. 


It is not permissible to participate with the People of the Book or 
the pagans in the holidays even by giving them the smallest gift, o- 
congragulating them. This is to eradicate polytheism, to have a strong 
distinction from the people of misguidance, and it is in obedience to 


Allah and His Messenger. Allah the Exalted said: 


PA 4S yo US ig spills 1355 Ys) 
RE E a EE A ee ee 
A Opinb ee SG Hy Ce aI 
And let them not be like those who were given the 
Scripture before, and a long period passed over them, 


so their hearts hardened; and many of them are 
defiantly disobedient. 


[Surah al-Hadid 57:16] 


Ibn Kathir wile said, “Allah prohibited the believers from imitating 
them in anything from their foundational and subsidiary affairs.” 


5 Abu Dawid 4031 
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4. Combing the hair over the face in imitation of the disbeliev- 
ers. 


This is prohibited because the Muslim is commanded to differ 
from the disbelievers in their general appearance and the Muslim is 
commanded to hold in high regard the commands of his religion and 
legislation. It has been authenticated in A/-Bukhari and Muslim from 
the hadith of Ibn ‘Abbas # that the Prophet $ used to concur with 
the People of the Book in letting the hair hang down, then he later 
opposed them.° 


This proves the intent of the legislation is to oppose them in the 
appearance of the hair and the manner in which they style it. This is 
to cut off any outward resemblance which eventually leads to inward 
resemblance and love towards them; and this is obvious and has been 
witnessed. 


6 Translator’s note: The Prophet $5 used to like to concur with the People of the Book 
concerning those matters in which no command was revealed. And the People of the Book 
used to let their hair hang down while the pagans used to part their hair. So the Prophet 
$ let his hair hang down, then later on he parted his hair. (Sahih al-Bukhari 5917) 
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1. Photographing creatures with souls without necessity. 


This is from the prevalent sins which is taken so lightly it is believed 
to be permissible, or the people are ignorant of its prohibition. This 
is due to most of the Muslims having weak concern about their 
Hereafter and what will save them on that day. 


Taking pictures of creatures with souls of any type is not permissi- 
ble due to the general evidence which makes no distinction between 
that which has a shadow (three-dimensional) or those that are simply 
drawn (two-dimensional). Everything called a picture is impermissi- 
ble to take or request. And the narrations proving this are numerous. 
From these narrations is the narration of Ibn ‘Abbas #%. The Prophet 
%5 said: 


i n A å ipe -0 4 á 
FAAN p Oik hjall oih Oyinai Cyd Ol 
“Those who make these pictures will be punished on the Day of 
Judgment.”! 


' Sahih al-Bukhari 5951 
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Other narrations concerning this have been mentioned in the 5" 
affair about the mistakes related to Hajj. Photography is not permis- 
sible except in the case of necessity, such as passports, identification 
and the like, from that which is necessary. And the person takes these 
pictures while hating it and not being pleased with it. 


It is not mandatory to pursue the pictures on the can, cartons, 
newspapers and the like, because they are insignificant, and too 
numerous. There is an Islamic jurisprudence principle which states 
‘hardship grants a concession for ease’. 


2. Hanging pictures in sitting rooms of creatures with souls. 


This is worst than taking the photograph because this is a pathway 
which leads to exalting it. Narrated from Aishah 8: 


46 55 elegy ape abl bo alll 


She hung up a curtain on which there were images, and the Messenger 
of Allah 4% entered and tore it down.’ 


‘Ali bin Abi Talib said that the Prophet $ ordered that no image be 
left without defacing it.’ 


Thus hanging pictures is obvious sin, and if it is a stereoscopic image, 
or three dimensional image, the affairs is more severe. It is obliga- 
tory upon the Muslim to fear Allah, and remove, and break the 
three dimensional images in their homes and remove the pictures of 
creatures with souls whether it be humans, animals, birds or the like. 


May Allah protect us from the evil of sin. And with Allah aid is 
sought. 


2 Al-Bukhari 103 and Muslim 1168 
> Muslim 969 
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3. Saving pictures of creatures with souls for the purpose of 
reminiscing . 


Saving pictures for reminiscing is not allowed and not permissi- 
ble because the Muslim is commanded to deface images and break 
statues, thus it is not allowed to save them. The narrations containing 
the command to remove and deface images have been mentioned, 
thus this is a command and action of the Prophet #8. 


4. Buying photography devices for those who will use it for 
impermissible matters. 


It is obligatory to distance oneself from this because the Prophet % 
said: 


2 
5 
22% Che 


Kad 85 EE 5S 51 A OI 
“When Allah forbids a thing, He (also) forbids its price.”4 


In another hadith he forbade the money earned from selling statues 
and idols. The scholars past and present have stated that selling 
pictures and images is not permissible, and the money earned from it 
is likewise impermissible. There is no doubt that the equipment for 
photography carries the same ruling as the ruling the Prophet $% gave 
for devices that produce alcohol; that they should be broken. 


* Abii Dawid 3488; classed as sahih by Shaykh al-Albani in Ghayat al-Maram (318). 
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1. The absence of unity among the spouses, anger in the home 
for the slightest reason, and apathy towards treating the wives 
kindly. 


It is a must that the husband is patient with the shortcomings of his 
wife, and the wife should likewise be patient, and they should avoid 
getting angry. This was from the advice of the Prophet &: 


2 or % 
ey 
“Don't become angry.”’ 
If one spouse becomes angry it is recommended that the other one 


is patient and does not respond to anger with anger, so Shaytan does 
not enter into the situation. 


It is upon the man to live with his wife in kindness. Allah the Exalted 
said: 


d Syl Caysles > 


' Sahih al-Bukhari 6116 
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Live with them in kindness and equity. 
[Surah an Nisa 4:19] 


The Prophet %¥ said: 
Na sik lgo gaul 


“Act kindly towards the women.” 


And in another narration he said: 


za a eres aS Sais e j vy a oe 
“The most nee believer in faith are those with the best charac- 
ter and the best of you are the best of you towards your wives in 
manners.”? 


It is upon the wife to treat her husband kindly and obey him in what 
he commands her as long as it is not disobedience. She should not 
leave his home unless he is pleased with it. Paradise is hers if she is 
truthful towards him and obeys him. The Prophet % said: 


AS) eles Al) es lysis cosh al al tal 
“Any woman who dies while her husband is pleased with her will 
enter Paradise.” 


The man is the maintainer and protector of the woman as Allāh the 


Exalted said: 


ac 


sje fabs AD Jad Ly glad Je b a5 JE Ss I: 
€ ae 


Men are the protectors and maintainers of women, 


> Sahih Muslim 1468 
> Collected by at-Tirmidhi and Ahmad. 
* Collected by at-Tirmidhi and Ibn Majah. 
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because Allah has made one of them to excel the other 


[Surah an-Nisa’ 4:34] 
And He said: 
€ SS ee dng e Spe JESUS } 


But men have a degree (of responsibility) over them. 


And Allah is All-Mighty, All-Wise. 
[Surah al-Baqarah 2:228] 


The Messenger of Allāh $ said: 


celbi y gad cuas y lagi calo g Gas dll ely 15) 
eth dod! olal i oye iadi deol Us S Gay 
“Ifa woman prays her five (daily prayers), fasts her month (Ramadan), 


guards her chastity and obeys her husband, it will be said to her: “Enter 
Paradise from whichever of the gates of Paradise you wish.” 


2. Injustice among the children in regard to spending and 
giving. 


Justice between the children is obligatory due to the statement of the 
Prophet %¥: 


SING GS Las alll 86 
“Fear Allah and treat your children fairly.”° 


Numan bin Bashir ## said: 


Ao UB Lag ale An Le abi Syt5 Say auc 


$ From the hadith of Aba Funke: abel by Ibn Hibban and classed as sahih by 
al-Albani in Sahih al-Jami’ (660). 


6 Al-Bukhari 2587 
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ab JG Y JG abe CAS Ia; AS OU Ue a 
“His father brought him to the Messenger of Allah W and said, ‘I have 


given a slave to this son of mine.’ He said, ‘Have you given a similar 
gift to all your children?’ He said, ‘No.’ He said, “Then return him.’”’ 


But if one of the children has a legislated reason to receive something, 
for example he works for his father, then this is his right. Likewise 
if the child is given a something for the purpose of marriage it is 
not obligatory to give something similar to the other children. But 
if the child has done a similar act which causes the parent to give 
something to the other children, then it is obligatory to give it to him 
as well. And Allah knows best. 


3. Injustice regarding allotment between wives. 


Allotment is of two types, wealth and body. 


As for the body, it is to give the wife her night similar to her co-wife. 
It must be fair among all of them, and it is impermissible to be unjust 
in this matter. Giving the wives equal personal time is obligatory. The 
proof that it is obligatory is the statement of Allah the Exalted: 


s A o © a ez A {2 oy AS 4 Age b, C Te 
5 lael Noah Vi Ie pg Ole Sa YG Y 
€ x Bl 
And let not the enmity and hatred of others make you 
avoid justice. Be just: that is nearer to piety. 


[Surah al-Ma‘idah 5:8] 


From the ways this is implemented can be found in the statement of 
Anas #: 


W315 casg de acts oll CAN Je 5S JASN 6 55 15) SEN cn 


7 Al-Bukhari 2586 and Muslim 162 
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pod 05 OE ate Ol SN le CB 259 
“The Sunnah when a man marries a virgin after he already has a wife, 
is that he stays with her seven (nights) and then by turns. And when 
he married a previously married woman when he already has a wife, 
he stays with her three (nights) and then by turns.”* 


Whoever is unjust has fallen into sin. The Prophet $% said: 
ssi dala! oy cE GAY Je GACY Js obit J OW by 
(pt is 


“Whoever has two wives and is inclined to favor one of them over the 


other, he will come on the Day of Resurrection with half of his body 
leaning.” 


It is also obligatory upon the husband to be fair between his wives 
as it relates to finance and it is not permissible to be unjust in this 
matter. 


4. Not showing concern for marrying religious individuals with 
good character. 


Allah the Exalted said: 


Sake fp diy Se YU! LAS Y 
o sae ey ee Bees. 5 © eens is 
(aba oe UW aged EE Ip SS Oo! NL} 
And marry those among you who are single and (also 
marry) the pious, of your (male) slaves and maid-ser- 
vants. If they be poor, Allah will enrich them out of 


His Bounty. 
[Sūrah an-Nur 24:32] 


8 Sahih al-Bukhari 5214 
9 Sunan an-Nasa i 3942 
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The Prophet $% said: 


De g Hs 25S Wade ISIS Gy tae OB Sg ia put a 
“If there comes to you one who pleases you with his religion and his 


manners, then marry him; if you do not do so there will be corrup- 
tion in the land and widespread evil.”"° 


5. Being careless in regard to shaking hands of the opposite 
sex among non-mahrams. 


This is impermissible, because the woman is not allowed to display 
her hand to be seen so how can she do so to be touched?! The Prophet 


¥ said: 
Taaa 


“The woman is awrah? 


And the Messenger of Allah # said: 


PE E EAR NREN uly a Galt OY 
á Ja X 
“For one of you to be stabbed in the head with an iron pick is better 


for him than that he should touch a woman who is not permissible 
for him.”!? 


Prophet Muhammad #§ was our example and he did not shake the 
hands of women. ‘A'ishah Ẹ¥ said: 


1° Collected by at-Tirmidhi (1085). 
"| Jami at-Tirmidhi 1173 


1? Collected in at-Tabarani in A/-Kabeer (486); Shaykh al-Albani said in Sahih al-Jam;’ 
(5045) that this hadith is sahih. 
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dnilesll J lad lal dy big EBs be ablly 


“I swear by Allah, his hand never touched the hand of a woman 
during the oath of allegiance.”"’ 


6. The woman being careless about wearing hijab around the 
husband’s brothers, cousins and other non-mahram men. 


This is from the prevalent evils. The woman is commanded with hijab 
and to cover her face around all non-mahram men. If the non-mah- 
ram men are relatives of the husband such as his brothers, and cousins 
the affairs is more severe. The Prophet 4 said: 


a aD Opt) ULM oe Shs I oe Je I boy ou 
Rg ecna eee Al 


“Beware of entering upon women. A man from among the Ansar 


said, ‘O Messenger of Allah, what about the in-laws?’ He said, “The 


in-law is death.’”' 


The in-laws for the wife are the close relatives of the husband (his 
brother) this is because this close relative is from the last person about 
whom as suspicion would arise. 


7. The men being careless about being alone with women in 
homes and cars. 


It is not permissible for a man to be alone with a woman or for 
a woman to be alone with a man unless they are from their close 
relatives whom they can never marry. They cannot be alone together 
in the home, a car, or anywhere else. The Prophet $% said: 


13 Muslim 1866 
14 Al-Bukhari 4934 and Muslim 2172 
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e i css Waktu E Sele Y 
ph 93 leary Y aah Jeg Ops 
“No one of you should be alone with a woman unless a mahram is 
present.””” 


And the Prophet %¥ said: 


aaefa Oe aeo ya- Se eal 

Olas LGB ob sll le) o y 
“Let no man be alone with a woman for surely the Shaytān is the 
third one present.”!6 


The seclusion which is impermissible is when the door of the room, 
home or car is closed, or when they are hidden from the eyes of the 
people. This is the seclusion which is not allowed. These are tke 
guidelines mentioned by the scholars. 


8. Using butlers, maids, and drivers without an urgent need to 
do so. 


If the drivers and maids are married and Muslim; this less of a harm 
and allowable. In some cases you find young unmarried maids who 
have desires and consequently evil occurs. Those who know the 
condition of the homes and the condition of the drivers and maids, 
also know that many people fall into sin and evil without realizing 
it. Very few people stress restrictions in regard to the maids, and 
order them with covering and modesty and remaining in the home. 
Whoever desires to safeguard his religion, from those individuals 
who hire maids and drivers, then implement the commands of the 
religion upon them. Protect your home, yourself and your children 
from the deviations of the drivers, and uncovering of the maids. And 


with Allah help is sought. 


15 Collected in Al-Bukhari and Muslim. 
16 Collected in Al-Bukhari and Muslim. 
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9. Butlers mixing with the women and maids mixing with the 
men. 


There is no doubt that men and women being alone is impermissible, 
and this includes the butler. The head of household is responsible 
for this and for the apathy towards it. Some of the homes allow the 
people to be alone with the drivers, maids and butler; and this is 
not permissible. The man and woman responsible for the home are 
sinning if they do not disapprove of this. It is a must to mean the 
necessary means to prevent mixing and seclusion which will bring 
about impermissible acts and lewdness. May Allah grant the Muslims 
insight and repel from them the means to sin and transgression. 


10. Not using close relatives as drivers if the need arises. 


This is a clear mistake. That is because it is not permissible for the 
woman to travel without a mahram, even for the purpose of Hajj, so 
how about for other than Hajj?! This is based upon the statement of 
the Prophet %: 


63 OW ASG oi ees BLE SW pal Uy LB aly eV 
‘ gale $ Sans 
“It is not permissible for a woman who believes in Allah and the Last 


Day to make a journey of one day and night unless she is accompa- 
nied by a mahram” Y 


11. The woman traveling by land, sea, or air without a mahram. 


This is not permissible and the evidence has already been mentioned. 


7 Sahih Muslim 1339 
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12. Carelessness in regard to hiring non-Muslims. 


If this occurs in the Arabian Peninsula it is impermissible due to the 
statement of the Prophet ¥§: 


Bap ot Shally asl ral ial Bee 3 glee aed 


“Two religions should not unite in the Arabian Peninsula; remove the 
Jews and Christians from the Arabian Peninsula.”!® 


Hiring non-Muslims for work or housekeeping services brings about 
a great deal of evil, such as them importing their religious habits, 
and vile manners. Thus when they remain in a society it will have an 
effect upon its people. And there are narrations which mention the 
harms as a result of non-Muslims mixing with Muslims. 


18 Collected in ALBukhari. 
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1. Going to the extreme regarding furniture. 


This is in opposition to the command to be moderate in this affair, 
and avoid being excessive. Allah the Exalted said: 


i TAE aA Na 
€ aall Cod Y E a YG Y 
But waste not by extravagance, certainly He (Allāh) 
likes not those who waste by extravagance. 


[Surah al-A'rāf 7:31] 
And He said: 
TEREN, 
But do not spend wastefully. 


[Surah al-Isra' 17:26] 


Likewise flaunting and showing off by overburdening oneself by 
purchasing furniture above their means; the believer has been prohib- 
ited from this because the intent is evil. But there is nothing wrong 
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with furnishing and dressing up the home if it is done without extrav- 
agance and excess such as decorating the walls with prayer rugs, and 
using impermissible material such as silk and the like. And buying 
the most expensive furniture possible is from extravagance and excess. 
Balance is better in regards to everything, and everyone does in accor- 
dance to his means. And whoever takes the Salaf and their lives as an 
example, this is more complete. 


2. Some of the homes exposing others. 


This must be warned against. The homes are awrah and it is frora 
the rights of the home that its secrets are protected and safeguarded. 
Exposing secrets of the home to outsiders will cause harm to the 
woman and man of the household. And there matters are better 
concealed and treated. 
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1. Overindulgence regarding food and drink, wasting food, and 
throwing food into filthy places. 


Allah the Exalted said: 


ate 8 a sy Ee oA Ge eke TE 
€ dp) Cod Y a 1 25 V5 Nepal 1 ISS Y 
Eat and drink but waste not by extravagance, certainly 
He (Allah) likes not those who waste by extravagance. 


[Surah al-A'raf 7:31] 
And the Exalted said: 
cell Sgt! ISS 3,5 St ® tds 54d V5 
i teh a it op s- a 2 te d 
€ Q DAS 45) oladi oly 
But spend not wastefully (your wealth) in the manner 


of a spendthrift. Verily, spendthrifts are brothers of 
the devils, and the devil is ever ungrateful to his Lord. 


[Sarah al-Isra' 17:26-27] 
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Extravagance is spending beyond the known limit to honor the 
guest. If this food will be eaten or given in charity this is good. But 
if the destination of this food is the garbage can or an unclean place; 
then this is to belittle the favor of Allah and utilizing the favors in a 
manner He is not pleased with. Especially when so many people are 
hungry, thus it is feared that the extravagant person when bring upon 
himself the punishment. 


The Messenger of Allah said: 


as i) Cis) Gases Ju tds aas i ir 


“Eat and drink, give charity and wear clothes, as long as that does not 


involve any extravagance or arrogance.” 


2. Eating and drinking with the left hand. 


This is prohibited because it resembles the manner in which Shaytar. 


eats. The Messenger of Allah % said: 


< Gh en a 


AR on on HELE a el a eee ee G Eee oats 
olki ob (von Dili = lls C Airan JS tls ws Ae | Js! 13, 
° as 

aiy Disg elein JSE 


“When one of you eats, let him eat with his right hand, and when he 
drinks let him drink with his right hand, because the devil eats and 


drinks with his left hand.”? 


3. Being careless about throwing leftover food down the drain. 


My grandfather, the previous mufti of Saudi Arabia, Shaykh 
Muhammad bin Ibrāhīm, was asked about this, and answered: “Allāh 


has blessed His slaves with various favors, and commanded them to 


! An Nasi’i 2559 
? Muslim 1911 
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show gratitude. From these favors is the favor of food and drink. The 


Exalted said: 


{4 J gSA; aS a ee Ka } 
“Eat of the provision of your Lord, and be grateful to 


Him.” i 
[Sūrah Saba’ 34:15] 


“Thus, it is obligatory upon the slave to show gratitude for this favor. 
And from gratitude is to not belittle it or throw it in filthy places. As 
for washing the hands in the sink after eating, this requires details. 
If there remains some food on his hand which he intends to throw 
down the drain then this is not permissible, because this is belittle the 
favor and not honoring it. But if there only remains some remnants 
connected to his hand or the utensil without any food portions, bread 
crumbs or the like, then there is no problem with washing it in any 
place his chooses, because what remains is only the unclean portion 
of food that has no value, and no one would desire to eat this; rather 
it is only that which makes his hands dirty and sticky. Even if the 
like of this was gather together in a vessel it would not be desirable 
regardless of how hungry or thirsty the person was. The same applies 
if it is accompanied by something small which is difficult to preserve 
such as grains of rice and the like.” 


With this, we know that pouring liquid food, or drinks which people 
can benefit from or desire to drink, is prohibited, because it is consid- 
ered belittlement of the favor. 


4. Not mentioning the name of Allāh when eating or drinking. 
We are commanded to mention the name of Allāh before eating and 
drinking. This is based upon the hadith of ‘Umar bin Abi Salamah 
8%. The Prophet $% said to him: 


Bde es 55 Gans 55 call Ra BE 
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“O young boy, mention the name of Allah, eat with your right hand, 
and eat what is close to you.”? 


The Prophet W said: 
ale alll l Si yY ol elalall pA olgali ol 


“Verily Shaytān deems as permissible the food in which the name of 
Allah is not mentioned over.” 


This is a summary of the narration; there is a story that goes along 


with it. 


* Sahih al-Bukhari 5376 (‘Umar bin Abi Salamah said, “I was a boy under the care of 
Allah’s Messenger #¥ and my hand used to go around the dish while I was eating. So 
Allah’s Messenger 8 said to me, ʻO young boy! Mention the name of Allah and eat with 
your right hand, and eat of the dish what is nearer to you.’ Since then I have applied those 


instructions when eating.”) 


4 Muslim 2017 
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1. Reciters attending gatherings for condolences. 


This is a newly invented innovation which has nothing to do with 
the religion; believing that it is a legislated act of worship is surely an 


affair which Allah has sent no authority for. Allah the Exalted said: 


y SG IG pill GA ol s E Hd GI) 
{4 
Or have they partners with Allāh (false gods), who 


have instituted for them a religion which Allāh has 
not allowed. 


[Surah ash-Shura 42:21] 


This is a newly invented matter. This is a practice where the reciters 
attend during the days of condolences. This is not from the guidance 
of the Prophet %, and this was not done by any of the virtuous 
generations. 


Sitting for condolences in principle is hated; rather it is the Sunnah 
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for everyone to get on about their work so the sadness will dissipate. 
As for the people gathering to receive condolences the scholars of the 
madhahib which are followed have stated this is hated. Thus if sitting 
to receive condolences is hated, there is no doubt that the newly 
invented matters such as hiring reciters and the burden is cost to do 
so is an evil innovation. 


Ibn al-Qayyim sale said in A/-Hady: “It was from the guidance of the 
Prophet $ to give condolences to the family of the deceased, but it 
was not from his guidance to gather for condolences and recite the 
Qur'an; not at the grave site or any other place. All of this is a hated. 
newly invented innovation.” 


2. The family of the deceased holding a feast for the visitors. 


This is in contrast to the Sunnah, and it busies the family of the 
deceased. The Sunnah is that enough food should be prepared for the 
family of the deceased to suffice them. This is based upon the narra- 
tion of ‘Abdullah bin Jafar 8 when condolences were given to the 
family of Ja far when Ja far was killed. The Messenger of Allah $ said: 


gles u AAU DS ub aes SY 1 cet 
“Prepare food for the family of Ja far, for there has befallen them that 
which has preoccupied them.”! 


Ibn al-Qayyim ‘ile said: “It was from the guidance of the Prophet %4 
that the family of the decease was not burdened with preparing food 
for the people, rather he commanded the people prepare food and 
send to them. And this is from the greatest displays of noble manners, 
good practices and removing a burden from the family because there 
calamity has preoccupied them from feeding the people.” 


' Sunan Ibn Majah 
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3. Throwing a party for the visitors, placing lights in the home, 
and giving gifts. 


This is an innovation. Placing lights at the home of the deceased is 
akin to a death announcement, and this is prohibited. It has been 
mentioned in the second affair, that it is the Sunnah to assist the 
family by giving them food, and to not burden them with things 
which Allah has not sent down any authorization for. The Sunnah is 
best and it is blessed, while innovation is evil and a calamity. 


4. Wailing over the dead. 


This is impermissible. This is from the traits of the Pre-Islamic Days 
of Ignorance, and from the braces of disbelief. The Messenger of 


Allah $§ said: 

el) Je Eg CB) a SAI ty A UO 8 ocd 
“There are two qualities that exist among people which are qualities 
of disbelief: slandering people’s lineage and wailing over the dead.”* 


And the Messenger of Allah $ said: 


SN a Bal ES Y dhl Al tl 3 Bi 

raed opel paan; PAD va abdi; 
“There are four matters within my ummah from the affairs of the 
Pre-Islamic Days of Ignorance which they will not abandon: Bragging 


of noble descent, slandering people's lineage, seeking rain from the 
stars, and wailing of the dead.” 


And he said: 


> Sahih Muslim 67 
3 Sahih Muslim 934 


213 


CLARIFYING COMMON MISTAKES WIDESPREAD AMONG THE MUSLIMS 


ON Se Ube alles sata py fb Lye gS CS a 1 Set 
SF bt C33 


“If the hired wailing woman does not repent before she dies, she will 
be made to stand on the Day of Resurrection wearing a garment of tar 


and shield of scabs.” 


Umm Salamah &¥ said: 


Shee ate Bety we p Bn dba fou 


of s Ae eg so- 


NAF anial oe H cist 3 ale K S Ele 3s J5 5 ae 
Ol Sal O65 pny be al he alll ye plain saat 
bl ob i é CUS By My debi ey oer ded 


“When Abū Salamah died I said, ‘I am a stranger in a strange land; 
I shall weep for him in a manner that would be talked of.’ I made 
preparation for weeping for him when a woman from the upper side 
of the city came there who intended to help me (in weeping). She 
happened to come across the Messenger of Allah %4 and he said, ‘Do 
you intend to bring Shaytan into a house from which Allah has driven 
him out?’ I (Umm Salamah), therefore, refrained from weeping and I 
did not weep.” 


Wailing is to raise the voice with sobbing over the deceased, and 
crying with a loud elevated voice which resembles coo of a pigeon. 
All of this is to hate the decree of Allah and that negates the obliga- 
tory patience. This is from the major sins due to the severe threat and 
punishment which accompanies it. 


* Sahih Muslim 934 
5 Sahih Muslim 922 
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5. Striking the cheeks, tearing the garment, and crying with 
the cry from the Pre-Islamic Days of Ignorance. 


These actions are evil and impermissible, because these actions are 
traits from the Pre-Islamic Days of Ignorance, and it is proof the 
individual is not pleased with the decree of Allah, and they were not 
patient with the calamity. The Messenger of Allah $% said: 


Lala eran le35 ARE 7545 EA m 3 
“They are not from us, those who strike their Puri tear an 
garment, or cries with the cry of the Pre-Islamic Days of Ignorance.”° 


“They are not from us” means they are not from the people of our 
Sunnah or our way. This statement proves these actions are prohib- 


ited. 


Aba Burda bin Abū Musa said: 


Aa ail a tal AS gels le cath tg Cost sas 


be tsi Ul J6 GUI EG ee ile rut gle $y OF abate ob all 3 Sip 
ale alll gle alll 542 sehr bi ca ly 


“Aba Musa was afflicted with grave pain and he became unconscious 
and his head was in the lap of a lady of his household. One of the 
women of his household wailed. He (Abi Musa) was unable (because 
of weakness) to say anything to her. But when he recovered he said: 
I am free from the one whom the Messenger of Allah $% is free from. 
Verily, the Messenger of Allah $% is free from the woman who wails 
loudly, shaves her hair and tears (her garment in grief).”” 


6 Al-Bukhari 1294 and Muslim 103 
7 Sahih Muslim 104 
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6. Women following the funeral procession. 


This is prohibited based upon the hadith of Umm Attiya &%. She said: 


Gas as A oly pls gl oe es is 


“We were See to follow funeral processions, but not strictly.” 


Women following funeral processions is a means which leads to evil 
matters, causes them to wail, and results in an absence of patience 


and being pleased. 


7. Mourning the deceased for more than three days except in 
the case of the wife—she is allowed to mourn her husband for 
four months and ten days. 


This is impermissible and not allowed. Umm Habibah # said, “I 
heard the Messenger of Allah # say on the minbar: 


Y 26 GY oe fe = car a a ra ay ‘os Y 
“It is not permissible for a woman ie believes in Allah ea the Last 
Day to mourn for anyone who dies for more than three days except 


for a husband; she should mourn for him for four months and ten 


(days).”” 


The intended meaning of “mourning” here is when she leaves off 
beautifying herself, using perfume, dye, and the like. These are from 
the matters prohibited for the woman. Thus she cannot mourn for 
anyone more than three days with the exception of her husband. 


Allah the Exalted said: 


* Al-Bukhari 1219; Sahih Muslim 938 
’ Sunan an-Nasa i 3503 
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baby crass eis Oss ; 2 OŽA ai) 


And those of you who die and leave wives behind 
them, they (the wives) shall wait for four months and 
ten days. 


[Surah al-Baqarah 2:234] 


8. Death announcements in the newspaper and the like. 


This is to publicly broadcast the death of someone. This is prohibited. 
At-Tirmidhi said, “Some of the scholars hate death announcements. 
And the death announcement in their view is to announce to the 
people that so and so died, so the people can witness his funeral. 
Some of the scholars have said there is no problem with informing a 
person’s family and brothers.” 


The prohibited of death announcements has come in the narration 
of Hudhayfah and Ibn Mas’iid and the meaning of the prohibition 
in these narrations is to go around to the people and announce the 
death after the person has been buried, or to announce it to those 
who will not pray over the person. But as for announcing the death 
to those who will attend the funeral and prayer over him, there is 
nothing wrong with this. This is based upon the narration collected 


in Al-Bukhari and Muslim. Abū Hurayrah ## said: 


PA 


wil eal oiled Ó Fi ploy ale alll he ali tap Ò 
NSS Bish SG leat PEES F ag OL 
“The Messenger of Allah #§ announced the death of an-Najashi on 


the day he died, and he took them out to the place of prayer and 
observed four takbir.” 


Í 


10 Sahih Muslim 951 
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His death was announced so the Companions could pray the funeral 
prayer for him because he died in a land of disbelief. And Allah 


knows best. 


9. Preventing the widow from looking at the moon and climbing 
on the roof, and extending the salam to the relatives without 
shaking hands. 


These are some of the widespread mistakes among the common 
people. It has been narrated that the widow is prohibited from five 
permissible things during the mourning period. 


1) She is prohibited from leaving her home which she lived in 
when her husband died except for a need or necessity. 


2) She is prohibited from beautifying her clothes. Thus she 
leaves off beautiful clothing and wears clothes other than that. 


3) She is prohibited from perfuming her clothes and body 
except if she does so during her menses. In this case she can do so as 
needed. And she does not use henna. 


4) She is prohibited from wearing jewelry because this is beauti- 
fication. 


5) She does not use eyeliner or beautify herself with dye. 


These are the five things the widow avoids during her mourning 
period after the death of her husband. Thus all other matters are 
allowed for her. She can do the permissible acts as she pleases, while 
having fear of Allah and being aware that He is always observing her. 


10. Specifying the widow with wearing black clothing. 


Wearing black clothes for the widow is not mandatory. The widow is 
prohibited from wearing clothes with adornments during the mourn- 
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ing period such as bright colors or beautiful clothes. But other than 
this she can wear any color she pleases, black, blue, or green, as long 
as the garment is not beautiful such as to make her desirable. The 
purpose for all of this is to exalt the right of her husband and the 
right of their previous marriage contract. The Prophet % said: 


ofl BMG a% 43 oh Je id o PS py 4 E, tag HAY i 
dog a6 joi Isis de oh gs BS 


@ 


oy 808 EEr 1 YE Gb 


i NY 


423 YG nae pý YI pias uy 
„úh pE 


“It is not permissible for a woman who believes in Allāh and the 
last day to mourn more than three days except when mourning her 
husband. She mourns him for four months and ten days. (During this 
period) she does not use eyeliner, she does not wear dyed garments 
except the garment made from dyed yard. She does not wear perfume 
except when she becomes pure, (she can use) a piece of costus or 
onycha!!.”!? 


And Allāh knows best. And may the salutations of Allāh be upon our 
Prophet Muhammad and upon his family and his Companions. 


1! Translator’s note: Onycha is a type of plant used for perfume. It is call athfar in Arabic 
because it resembles a fingernail. 


12 Collected in Al-Bukhari and Muslim. 
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